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ANALYSIS  OF  FACTORS  THAT  HAVE 
INFLUENCED  OUTCCMES  OF  BATTLES  AND  WARS: 

A  DATA  BASE  OF  BATTLES  AND  ENGAGEMENTS 

V 

:)  In  this  report  prepared  by  the  Historical  Evaluation  and  Research 
Organization  (HEW))  for  the  US  Anny  Concepts  Analysis  Agency,  HERO  has 
compiled  data  on  600  major  battles  of  modern  history  from  the  beginning 
of  the  17th  Century  through  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  20th  Century, 
arri  presented  this  data  in  a  combination  of  matrices  and  narratives.  The 
matrices  comprise  seven  tables  which  present  all  of  the  significant 
statistical  data  available  on  the  battles  and  show  how  major  factors  of 
combat  have  influenced  the  outcomes  of  these  battles.  There  is  a  concise 
narrative  for  each  battle,  which  summarizes  the  principal  sources  consulted 
in  the  research  for  that  battle.  ^Thedata,  information,  and  analysis  are 
presented  i,n  Volumes  II-VI,  as  followsT'S. 

Volume  II:  1600-1800  j 

Volume  III:  1805-1900  / 

l  Volume  IV:  1904-1940  / 

Volume  V:  1939-1945  l 

Volume  VI:  1939-1973  \v  .  . 

jry  / 1  j  y  a  ' ^  ( j \ 
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BgAgggWTS  ANALYZED  AND  DESCRIBED  IN  VOLUME  V 

World  War  II 

North  Africa,  1942-1943 

AIm  Haifa  31  Aug *2  Sep  1942 

El  Alottin  II  23  Oct-4  Nov  1942 

Operation  "Lightfoot,"  the  Break-in  23-25  Oct  1942 
Expansion  of  the  Allied  Bridgehead  26  Oct-1  Nov  1942 
Operation  "Supercharge,"  the  Breakthrough  2-4  Nov  1942 
Chouigui  Pass  26  Nov  1942 
El  Guettar  23  Mar  1943 
Sedjenane-Bizerte  23  Apr-6  May  1943 


Amphitheater  9-11  Sep 
Port  of  Salerno  9-11  Sep 
Sele-Calore  Corridor  11  Sep 
Battipaglia  I  12-15  Sep 
Vietri  I  12-15  Sep 
Tobacco  Factory  13-14  Sep 
Battipaglia  II  17-18  Sep 
Eboli  17-18  Sep 
Vietri  II  17-18  Sep 
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Grazzanise  12-14  Oct 

Caiazzo  13-14  Oct 

Capua  13  Oct 

Castel  Voltumo  13-15  Oct 

Monte  Acero  13-14  Oct 

Triflisco  13- 14  Oct 

Dragoni  15-17  Oct 

Canal  I  17-18  Oct 

Monte  Grande  (Voltumo)  16-17  Oct 

Canal  II  18-20  Oct 

Francolise  20-22  Oct 

Santa  Maria  Oliveto  4-5  Nov 

Monte  Camino  I  5-7  Nov 

Monte  Lungo  6-7  Nov 

Po*zilli  6- 7  Nov 

Monte  Camino  II  8-10  Nov 

Monte  Rotondo  8-10  Nov 

Calabritto  1  -  2  Dec 

Monte  Camino  III  2-6  Dec 

Monte  Maggiore  2-3  Dec 


Aprilia  I  25-26  Jan 


Hie  Factory  27  Jan 
Campoleone  29-31  Jan 
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Anzio  Campaign,  1944  (Continued) 
Campoleone  Counterattack  3-5  Feb 
Carroceto  7-8  Feb 
Moletta  River  Defense  7-9  Feb 
Aprilia  II  9  Feb 
Factory  Counterattack  11-12  Feb 
Bowling  Alley  16-19  Feb 
Moletta  River  II  16-19  Feb 
Fioccia  21-23  Feb 

Rome  Campaign*  1944 
Santa  Maria  Infante  12-13  May 
San  Martino  12-13  May 
Castellonorato  14-15  May 
Spigno  14-15  May 

Fonmia  16-18  May 

Monte  Grande  (Rome)  17-19  May 
Itri-Fondi  20-22  May 
Terracina  22-24  May 
Moletta  Offensive  23-24  May 

Anzio-Albano  Road  23-24  May 

Anzio  Breakout  23-25  May 
Cistema  23-25  May 
Sezze  25-27  May 

Velletri  26  May 
Campoleone  Station  26-28  May 
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St.  Lo  11-18  Jul 

Operation  "Goodwood"  18-20  Jul 

Operation  "Cobra"  24-26  Jul 

Mortain  6-12  Aug 

Chartres  16  Aug 

Melun  23  Aug 

Seine  River  23-25  Aug 

Moselle-Metz  6-11  Sep 

Metz  13  Sep 

Arracourt  19-22  Sep 

Westwall  2-7  Oct 

Schmidt  1-14  Nov 

Seille-Nied  8-12  Nov 


Northwest  Europe,  1944  (Continued) 
Foret  de  Chateau- Sal ins  10-11  Nov 

Morhange  13-15  Nov 
Morhange -  Fauiquemon t  13-16  Nov 

Bourgaltroff  14-15  Nov 
Sarre- St. 'Avoid  20-27  Nov 

Baerendorf  I  24-25  Nov 
Baerendorf  II  26  Nov 
Burbach-IHxrstel  27-29  Nov 
Durstel-Faerbersviller  28-29  Nov 
Sarre -Union  1-2  Dec 

Sarre-Singling  5-7  Dec 
Singling- Bining  6-7  Dec 

Ardennes  Campaign,  1944 
Sauer  River  16-17  Dec 
St.  Vith  17-23  Dec 
Bastogne  18- 20  Dec 


War:  World  War  II 

North  Africa,  1942-1943 
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Plan  and  Maneuver 


Alan  Haifa.  31  August- 2  September  1942 

In  June  1942  the  British  Eighth  Any  in  North  Africa  retreated 
eastward,  pursued  by  Italo-Geroan  forces  under  General  Erwin  Rommel. 
After  a  delaying  action  at  Mersa  Matruh  an  28  June,  the  British  fell 
back  on  the  Alam  Haifa  Ridge  in  a  fortified  line  between  El  Alamein 
on  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  the  Qattara  Depression  some  65  kilometers 
inland,  and  on  13  August  Lieutenant  General  Bernard  L.  Montgomery 
assumed  command  of  the  Eighth  Any. 

Rommel's  attack  plan  at  Alam  Haifa  entailed  an  envelopment  of 
the  British  left  flank  by  armored  units  of  the  Afrika  Korps.  Severe 
supply  shortages  necessitated  immediate  action,  and  since  the  main 
Alamein  defenses  were  too  strong  for  a  frontal  assault,  Rommel  chose 
to  break  through  on  the  British  left  flank  over  terrain  covered  by  an 
extensive  British  minefield.  On  31  August  the  attack  got  off  to  a 
slow  start,  delayed  by  the  British  mines.  Despite  a  stiff  defense 
by  the  British  7th  Armored  Division,  the  15th  Panzer  Division  penetrated 
and  drove  to  the  left  rear  of  the  Alamein  position.  Another  panzer 
division  and  a  light  infantry  division  also  broke  through  but  their 
penetration  was  not  so  deep.  A  stand  by  British  tanks  dug  in  on  the 
Alam  Haifa  Ridge  prevented  the  Germans  from  exploiting  their  break- 
through*  and  under  increasing  British  pressure  Ronanel  commenced  to 
withdraw  on  2  September.  Montgomery  elected  not  to  pursue. 

Significance;  This  was  the  last  opportunity  for  a  major  German 
offensive  in  North  Africa,  and  it  had  failed.  Although  German  supply 
shortages  restricted  operations,  British  air  and  artillery  superiority 
and  well  prepared  defenses  manned  by  determined  veterans  had  stopped 
Rommel.  The  decisive  battle  of  El  Alamein  followed  two  months  later. 


Sources;  P.l;  P.3;  P.7;  Q.8;  Q.10;  Q.16 
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El  Almaln  II.  23  October- 4  November  1942 

Following  the  Battle  of  Alan  el  Haifa  the  lines  of  the  opposing  Axis 
and  Allied  andes  in  western  Egypt  stabilized  on  a  61-kilometer  front  extending 
southward  frae  the  coastal  village  of  El  Alawin  to  the  impassable  Great 
Qattara  Depression.  During  the  following  two  months,  both  sides  built  for 
the  next  rand.  The  British  logistical  buildup  was  Mach  aore  successful  than 
that  of  the  Germans,  whose  line  of  cowmnt  cations  across  the  Mediterranean 
was  severely  restricted  by  Allied  air  and  naval  forces. 

During  October  British  Lieutenant  General  Bernard  Montgomery  prepared  the 
Allied  Eighth  Army  for  an  attack  against  the  fortified  position  of  Field 
Marshal  Erwin  Rcnnel's  German* Italian  Panzer  Any  west  of  EL  Alaeein  by 
penetrating  its  center  with  a  strong  at  tick  of  infantry  and  amor.  The 
attack  was  to  be  preceded  by  a  carefully  planned  artillery  preparation.  The 
Eighth  Amy's  offensive ,  code- meed  Operation  "Lightfoot,"  began  on  the  night 
of  23/24  October.  The  artillery  preparation  preceding  the  operation  was 
successful,  but  the  British  and  Qneonwealth  forces  becme  bogged  down  in  the 
Axis  minefields  and  were  unable  to  penetrate  deeply  into  the  Axis  position. 

As  a  result,  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Allied  amor  to  carry  out  its  part 
of  the  plan,  which  was  to  engage  and  destroy  the  Axis  amor  in  the  open 
country  beyond  the  depth  of  the  Axis  fortifications  and  minefields. 

Montgomery  therefore  prepared  for  a  second  offensive,  code-named  "Super¬ 
charge,"  to  be  launched  on  the  night  of  2  November.  Strongly  supported. 
Supercharge  succeeded  in  breaking  through  the  depth  of  the  Axis  defenses. 

Rommel  ordered  a  withdrawal  on  3  November,  and  the  Eighth  Army  began  its 
pursuit  on  4  November. 

Significance:  El  Alamein  ranks  as  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  World 
War  II.  Rommel's  army  incurred  serious  personnel  and  material  losses,  both 
in  the  battle  and  during  the  subsequent  withdrawal  to  Tunisia.  The  Panzer 
Army  retreated  from  Egypt  and  across  Libya  to  Tunisia,  where  it  reorganized 
behind  the  defenses  of  the  Mareth  Line.  The  British  pursued,  but  not  as 
vigorously  as  Montgomery  wished,  due  to  logistical  problems.  The  battle  ended 
the  Axis  threat  to  the  Suez  Canal  and  was  a  serious  blow  to  Axis  morale. 

Sources:  Q.4;  Q.10;  Q.ll;  Q.17;  0.21. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  fNOBJH  AFRICA,  1942) 

El  Alamein  II:  Operation  "Lightfoot."  23- 2S  October  1942 

At  2140  hours  23  October  the  artillery  of  the  British  Eighth  Any  began 
firing  the  artillery  preparation  for  Operation  "Lightfoot,"  the  break-in  phase 
of  the  Eighth  Amy's  plan  for  the  Battle  of  El  Alawin.  The  fires  of  the 
artillery  were  supplemented  by  aerial  bombardment  and  by  jamming  of  the  Panzer 
Amy's  communications  by  specially-equipped  aircraft.  The  attack  of  the  British 
and  Commonwealth  infantry  of  the  XXX  Corps,  made  against  the  left-center  of  the 
Panzer  Army' s  defenses  beginning  at  2200  hours ,  achieved  substantial  surprise 
and  made  excellent  progress  despite  dense  minefields  and  resistance  that  grew 
stronger  by  the  hour.  Before  dawn  the  infantry  was  able  to  establish  a  trapezoid¬ 
shaped  bridgehead  ("Oxalic")  in  the  depth  of  the  enemy's  defenses  that  was  13 
kilometers  long  on  its  front,  eight  kilometers  deep  on  its  right  flank,  and 
five  kilometers  deep  on  its  left  flank.  However,  the  armor  of  the  X  Corps, 
which  followed  the  infantry,  was  unable  to  break  out  of  the  bridgehead  and 
exploit  the  penetration.  In  the  south,  a  holding  attack  by  the  XIII  Corps  in 
the  region  north  of  Mount  Himeimat  was  successful  in  preventing  the  transfer 
of  two  enemy  armored  divisions  to  the  main  effort  sector. 

In  Field  Marshal  Rommel's  absence  (he  was  in  Europe  on  sick  leave)  the 
Panzer  Any  was  conmanded  by  General  George  Stumae,  who  died  of  a  heart  attack 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  His  place  was  taken  by  General  Wilhelm  Ritter 
von  Thoma  until  Rommel  returned  at  dusk  on  the  25th. 

After  some  initial  confusion  caused  by  the  effects  of  surprise  and 
indecision  on  the  part  of  Stuane  and  Thoma,  the  Panzer  Any  recovered  and  put 
up  a  staunch  defense.  Elements  of  the  German  15th  Panzer  Division  and  the 
Italian  Littorio  Armored  Division  counterattacked  several  times  on  the  24th 
but  were  unable  to  eliminate  the  British  bridgehead. 

The  British,  however,  were  unable  to  project  their  armor  beyond  Oxalic  and 
had  to  content  themselves  with  eliminating  pockets  of  German  and  Italian 
resistance  within  the  bridgehead  and  defeating  the  enemy's  counterattacks . 

Significance :  The  Eighth  Army  established  a  bridgehead  in  the  depth  of 
the  Panzer  Army's  defenses  but  had  been  unable  to  engage  the  enemy's  armor  in  the 
decisive  battle  Montgomery  desired.  The  unsuccessful  counterattacks  of  the  Panzer 
Army  had  resulted  in  heavy  material  losses  which  could  not  be  replaced. 

Sources :  Q.4;  Q.10;  Q.ll;  Q.17;  Q.21. 
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WCBLD  Wjk  II  fflOWH  AHUCA.  1942) 

m  AUgsin  TT>  *«rfn»lcp.  26  October- 1  Nawjgr  1942 

During  t he  period  26  October*  1  NovMfcer  the  Eighth  Any  expanded  its 
bridgehead  end  prepared  for  the  decisive  breakthrough  operation,  code-naand 
Operation  "Supercharge. "  The  chief  concern,  so  far  as  the  security  of  the 
bridgehead  was  concerned,  was  the  Panzer  Any's  defensive  zone  north  of  the 
bridgehead,  between  Tel  el  Bisa  and  the  sea.  This  zone  was  largely  reduced 
by  the  9th  Australian  Division  (reinforced)  in  two  operations,  both  asssively 
supported  by  artillery,  during  the  nights  of  28/29  end  30/31  October,  the 
Panzer  Any  resisted  these  operations  violently,  since  they  threatened  its 
only  practicable  line  of  withdrawal  along  the  coast  road.  Counterattacks 
by  Genaan  and  Italian  units,  chiefly  snored,  ware  frequent  but  were  defeated. 
Meantime,  General  Montgomery  redeployed  his  any  for  Surcharge,  which  was  to 
be  launched  fraa  Oxalic  during  the  night  of  1/2  November.  Rooael,  aware  of 
the  danger  in  the  northern  sector,  transferred  the  Genoa  21st  Panzer  Division 
and  part  of  the  Italian  Ariete  Araored  Division  to  the  north,  facing  Oxalic. 

Significance:  The  Eighth  Any  Maintained  the  initiative  by  reducing 
the  Panzer  Amy's  defenses  north  of  Oxalic.  The  Panzer  Any  was  further 
ground  down  by  fUtile  counterattacks . 

Sources:  Q.4;  Q.10;  Q.ll;  Q.17;  Q.21. 
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Operation  "Supercharge,”  the  Biptta  Amy's  successful  etteqpt  to  break 
through  the  Panzer  Army's  defensive  zone  west  of  El  Almein,  wee  very  aaach  e 
repetition  of  Operation  "Lightfoot."  At  OIOS  hours  2  November,  following  e 
aassive  artillery  preparation,  British  aid  Ccancowealth  infantry  supported  by 
axaor  advanced  frcn  the  Oxalic  hridgahead  in  an  attmpt  to  break  through  tin 
Panzer  Amy's  last  defensive  line,  which  was  forward  of  and  astride  the  Hainan 
Track,  a  road  running  generally  southwest  frcn  the  coast  and  ten  kilaaeters 
west  of  Oxalic. 

The  British  attack  was  pressed  continuously  throughout  the  2d  and  3d  and 
was  fiercely  resisted  by  the  Panzer  Any,  although  fennel  had  ordered  elenante 
of  his  any  to  begin  withdrawing  on  the  night  of  2/3  Noveaber.  The  destruction 
of  the  Panzer  Amy's  amor  wea  accomplished  in' tank  battles  during  2-4  Nowanber, 
but  the  Axis  final  defensive  line  was  not  dscisively  broken  until  tin  noming 
of  4  Noveaber.  About  aidday  4  Noveaber  tin  Eighth  Any  began  its  pursuit  of 
the  Panzer  Amy. 

Significance;  Supercharge  resulted  in  the  breakthrough  of  the  Panzer 
Any's  position  at  El  Alanein.  The  Eighth  Any  was  exhausted  by  13  days  of 
battle  but  pursued  the  Axis  forces  into  Libya.  The  Panzer  Any  suffered  e 
defeat  frcn  which  it  would  not  recover. 

Sources:  Q.4;  Q.10;  Q.ll;  Q.17;  Q.21. 
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As  part  of  the  effort  to  intercept  Field  Mmhil  Erwin  taatl's  retreating 
German- Italian  any,  on  24  Mowfeer  the  1st  Battalion,  1st  Armored  tegiant, 
of  the  1st  Anorad  Division,  the  only  IB  anorad  division  in  Tunisia,  wad 
to  tha  araa  vast  of  (lwulgui  Pass  to  oovar  tha  araa  and  a  road  junction  aaar 
the  pass.  Aftar  a  day  of  raoaanaissanca,  in  Biich  C  Company  raided  an  Asia 
airfield,  tha  IB  positions  vara  approached  fran  the  north  on  2*  Hovhar  by 
sixPxkpfWIII  and  seven  Pzkpftr  IV  tanks  of  the  Ganan  190th  Panzer  Battalion, 
10th  Panzer  Division*  AaudB  cwpatlt,  with  three  halftracks  with  75in 
howitzers  and  25  N>5  Uftt  tanks  wan  deployed  astride  tha  north- south  road 
by  which  tha  Ganan  tanks  advanced.  The  US  farce  was  outgunned  by  tha  Ganan 
tanks  with  their  SOan  and  79na  high- velocity  cannon. 

After  a  brief  skindsh  batwaaa  the  halftracks,  which  ware  on  Baa  road, 
and  the  Ganan  tanks,  the  halftracks  withdrew,  and  tha  M-3s  advanced.  A 
Ompany,  attacking'  first,  an  the  right  flank,  found  the  Ganan  tank  amor 
impervious  to  its  37ae  guns,  end  tha  US  tads  ware  badly  inasgid  by  the 
Ganan  7Sna  fire.  But  while  A  Oogpmny  was  distracting  tha  Germans, -BGampny 
advanced  undetected  around  tha  Germsns'  left  flank  and  attacked  fraa  tha 
rear.  Relying  an  speed  and  aaneuverability,  B  Company  knocked  out  nine 
German  tanks  by  hitting  them  in  the  thiustr  rear  amor.  -  As  the  malning 
Genuoi  tanks  withdraw,  tha  US  tanks  pursued  to  a  fortified  farmhouse,  which 
was  overrun  and  secured. 

Significance:  Although  this  was  a  minor  victory,  it  showed  that  with 
bold  tactics,  captializing  on  spaed,  mmwuvem»Uity,  and  deception,  the 
light  US  tanks  could  overcome  the  acre  powerful  German  tanks. 

Sources :  P«2j  Q.2j  Q«3«  Q.6j  Q.18}  Q.20. 
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The  US  1st  Infantry  Division  moved  out  on  17  Much  1943  ms  part 
of  «n  attack  by  ths  US  II  Corps  northwest  of  Gtfsa.  this  attack  was 
deelgmd  primarily  to  draw  Axis  forma  away  fret  the  Mueth  Lins 
defenses  opposite  the  British  Eighth  Any.  whi'h  was  to  nake  the  nain 
Allied  oftamive  effort  la  Itaisia  on  20  Much*  The  1st  Division 
took  CefSa  on  19  Much  nd,  dtjpite  bod  weather,  which  hwyered  road 
mvmmt,  adeemed  to  positions  east  of  B1  Guetter  by  22  Mach,  the 
success  of  the  II  Corps  end  the  Bi£fth  Any  by  22  Much  prompted  the 
Axis  high  ccamnd  to  dispatch  the  Gened  10th  tamer  Division, 
rainfbrced  with  Italian  units,  to  counterattack  the  1st  Division  at 
EL  Guettar.  the  10th  tamer  Division's  Mission  was  to  check  the  II 
Oorp's  drive,  which  by  this  tiae  threat  mart  the  rear  of  Axis  units 
felling  back  before  the  Eighth  Any*  Assembling  southeast  of  El 
Guettar  late  on  the  night  of  22  Mich,  the  10th  tamer  Division  nads 
hurried  preparations  to  oowterattek  on  the  following  day. 

In  the  early  wonting  of  23  Much,  the  10th  tamer  Division  attached, 
trhiwlig  amprise.  taUftTitioni  of  up  to  tfr  kUomtors 

were  nade,  but  e  stubborn  US  defame,  aided  by  intense  artillery  fire  and 
a  einef  ield  blocking  the  Gefsa-Gahes  rood  along  which  the  sods  of  tits 
Gexaan  attack  ran.  contained  the  attack.  The  attachsrs  than  withdrew 
end  prepared  to  launch  another  assault  in  the  afternoon.  Anticipating 
this  nova,  the  1st  Divisioa  crushed  the  second  atteupt  when  it  cane 
in  the  late  afternoou,  once  again  alloying  effective  artillery  fire. 

As  s  result,  the  10th  Panzer  Division,  having  suffered  heavy  losses, 
particularly  aeons  its  snored  units,  retired  for  the  night. 

Significance:  A  determined  defense  by  the  US  1st  Division,  . 
facilitated  by  excellent,  observat.4  ?n  points  on  high  terrain,  which 
permitted  accurate  aitiilory  fire,  contained  the  10th  Panzer  Division's 
attack.  However,  although  the  attackers  did  not  drive  the  1st  Division 
beck,  they  did  heir  delay  the  II  Corps  advance  toward  Gabes,  keeping  open 
the  withdrawal  route  of  Axis  forces  apposite  the  British  Eighth  Any. 

Sources:  Q.6;  Q.7.1;  Q.12;  Q.15;  Q.22. 
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On  23  April  1943,  the  US  9th  Infantry  Division,  reinforced  with  wits 
that  included  the  Corps  Franc  d'Afrlqua,  attacked  on  the  northern  wing  of  the 
US  II  Corps  as  part  of  a  general  Allied  offensive  to  destroy  Axis  pcwer  in 
Northwest  Africa.  The  9th  Division's  attack  plan  involved  the  •ncirclwmt 
of  high  ground  near  Djefta  in  conjunction  with  other  II  Corps  wits  to  the 
south,  by  using  tho  division's  47th  Asgimmt  in  a  holding  attack  west  of 
Pjefiu  while  nost  of  the  rest  of  the  division  suds  the  min  attack  to  the 
north.  Defending  froa  well- fortified  positions  in  rugged  terrain  was  the 
German  Van  Nmteuffdl  Division,  whose  sdssiw  wee  to  stop  or  delay  Allied 
thrusts  from  reaching  the  port  town  of  Biserte  through  its  sector  and  to  asks 
Allied  attacks  as  costly  as  possible. 

German  resistance  and  rugged  terrain  slowed  the  9th  Division's  attack 
froa  the  start.  The  German  defense  west  of  Djefha  was  particularly  stubborn 
since  this  was  a  key  position  in  the  German  line*  Along  the  Mediterranean 
coast,  the  Corps  Franc  d-Afrique  also  encountered  stubborn  resistance.  By 
29  April,  the  left  wing  of  the  9th  Division  had  advanced  substantially,  but 
west  and  northwest  of  Djefha  Gasmen  defenses  had  held  vp  the  attack.  To  the 
south  of  the  9th  Division,  the  1st  Armored  and  34th  Infantry  divisions  had 
been  comaitted  to  the  II  Corps's  attack  on  26  April.  On  30  April,  the  strain 
of  continuous  coabat  and  meager  supplies  began  to  tell  on  the  Axis  defenders, 
as  the  9th  Division  broke  through  in  key  locations  along  the  front.  With 
the  line  untenable,  the  Von  Mmteuffel  Division  began  to  withdraw  to  the  north 
east  on  the  night  of  30  April- 1  May.  From  1-3  Ihy  the  9th  Division  followed 
closely,  while  to  the  south  the  1st  Armored  Division  seised  Mateur  on  3  May. 

On  4  My,  the  9th  Division  prepared  for  a  final  attack  on  Biserte.  After 
the  9th  Division's  attack  had  penetrated  Axis  positions  north  of  Garaet 
Ichkeul,  9th  Division  elements  entered  Biserte  on  6  Msy. 

Sigdficance:  Die  9th  Division's  attack  had  driven  in  the  Axis  line 
west  of  Biserte.  This  success  was  part  of  the  final  Allied  offensive  in 
Northwest  Africa,  and  therefore  was  partly  responsible  for  the  cceplete 
surrender  of  Axis  forces  in  Tunisia  by  13  May. 

Sources:  Q.6;  Q.  14;  Q.19;  Q.22. 
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Following  the  successful  invasion  of  Sicily,  the  US  Fifth  Army 
maAn  an  amphibious  landing  on  9  September  1943  near  the  city  of  Salerno 
on  the  Italian  mainland.  Hie  British  X  Corps  was  an  the  left. 

the  British  56th  Division,  on  the  right  flank  of  the  X  Corps 
landing  area,  was  opposed  by  elements  of  the  widely  dispersed  16th 
Panzer  Division,  assigned  to  cover  the  Salerno  area  in  anticipation 
of  a  possible  Allied  attack.  Effective  naval  gunfire  support  covered 
the  56th  Division's  landing  and  greatly  aided  the  British  in  beating 
back  a  series  of  German  counterattacks  on  D-Day.  But,  by  the  end 
of  the  day  a  large  gap  still  existed  on  the  division's  right  flank, 
separating  the  X  Corps  from  the  US  36th  Division  of  the  VI  Corps, 
and  increasing  the  vulnerability  of  the  entire  Allied  beachhead. 

Gh  10  September  Genian  reinforcements  moved  to  the  beachhead 
to  contain  the  Allied  forces  there.  Small  German  counterattacks  struck 
the  56th  Division's  right  flank,  preventing  any  gains  in  that  sector, 
but  on  the  left  elements  of  the  division  advanced  to  the  northeast. 

Oi  11  September,  the  56th  Division  took  one  of  its  primary 
objectives,  the  Montecorvino  airfield,  aft.er  heavy  fighting.  On  the 
same  day,  the  US  45th  Division  was  committed  to  battle  in  between 
the  Fifth  Amy's  two  corps.  But  the  danger  of  German  counterattacks 
did  not  pass,  as  was  evidenced  by  a  thrust  against  the  town  of  Battipaglia, 
which  surrounded  a  battalion  of  the  56th  Division  and  led  to  the  surrender 
of  450  of  its  troops. 

With  the  beachhead  expanded  by  11  September,  the  56th  Division 
assumed  a  defensive  posture  in  anticipation  of  further  German  counterattacks. 

Significance:  Hie  landings  were  successful,  and  additional  forces 
were  safely  landed  before  the  Germans  could  assemble  enough  forces  to 
dislodge  them. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.4;  R.5;  R.8;  R.10. 
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Port  of  Salerno.  9-11  September  1943 

Under  cover  of  heavy  naval  bombardMnt,  at  0330  on  9  September  the  first 
waves  of  the  British  46th  Infantry  Division  landed  about  five  adles  south 
of  Sa'orno,  as  part  of  the  US  Fifth  Amy’s  invasion  of  Italy.  The  46th 
Division  was  on  the  northern  flank  of  the  X  Corps,  and  its  mission  was  to 
seize  the  port  of  Salerno.  Opposing  it  in  that  area  was  a  reinforced 
combat  team  of  the  German  16th  Panzer  Division.  A  series  of  Gamin  tank 
attacks  on  9  September  kept  the  landing  forces  close  to  the  shore,  but 
continuing  naval  gunfire  kept  tiw  Germans  from  pushing  the  Allies  off  tiw 
beach.  By  the  end  of  the  day  most  of  tiw  46th  Division  was  ashore  and 
holding  a  long,  narrow  beachhead. 

On  10  September  tiw  Germans  rushed  reinforceannts  to  tiw  area.  Attempts 
to  expand  the  beachhead  an  the  10th  end  11th  made  little  headway  until 
late  in  the  day,  when  the  16th  Panzer  Division  had  suffered  considerable 
losses,  and  the  46th  Division  was  able  to  push  back  tiring  and  depleted 
German  units  and  take  the  port  of  Salerno. 

Significance:  The  46th  Division  accomplished  its  mission,  and  tiw  port  of 
•  *  * 

Salerno  was  in  Allied  hands,  although  German  artillery  made  it  unusable  for 
several  more  days. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8.1;  R.10. 
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Seln-QUote  Oonidor.  11  Saptwfcer  1943 

On  11  September,  German  reinforcements  arriving  in  the  Stlmo  am 


sade  the  Allied  situation  critical.  The  sap  between  the  Fifth  Armf'e  two 
corps  was  still  opna,  and  a  Genua  concentration  at  this  point  si ght  tan 
split  the  beachhead,  separating  the  VI  and  X  Osip  frun  each  other. 

The  45th  Division's  Mission  was  to  edwnoa  to  the  north  and  firths aat 
between  the  two  corps,  on  the  left  of  the  VI  Gotpe,to  the  adpe  of  the 
high  ground  surrounding  the  beachhead,  and  plug  the  gap  in  the  Allied  line. 
Despite  the  assistance  of  naval  gunfire  support  (its  strength  sonawhat 
diminished  by  German  bomb  hits  on  two  cruisers)  the  division  mas  i  topped  in 
heavy  fighting  by  dug* in  elements  of  the  16th  Putter  Division.  Ito  battalions 
of  the  179th  Infantry  Regiment  lost  contact  with  supporting  armored  units 
when  German  antitank  firm  from  the  town  of  Remap  halted  the  tanhe  ami  tank 
destroyers.  By  nightfall  the  division's  troops  had  taken  up  defensive 


positions  prepared  for  possible  eneay  counterattacks. 

The  gap  in  the  Allied  perimeter  had  net  bean  completely  seeled  after 
the  division's  action  on  11  Septenber.  Several  mete  days  of  fitting 
(including  a  German  counterattack)  would  be  required  before  the  Fifth  Any's 


positions  were  entirely  secure.  *  * 

Significance:  The  gap  between  the  two  corps  had  been  reduced,  although 
not  closed. 


Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.10. 
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to  pot  of  m  offensive  pi  mad  agilnrr  tte  X  Corps  tor  12  September, 
•kMKts  of  tte  16th  tonr  Division,  roinforcod  by.  wits  toon  too 
otter  divisions,  attacted  tte  British  S6ch  Infantry  Division  from  tbs 
toon  of  Battlpaglte.  After  brookinB  tte  British  linos,  tte  16th  tensor 
Division  mo  to  link  qp  with  Qemw  forces  coning  toon  Solorno  to  tte 
north  md  isolate,  than  destroy,. tte  X  Corps. 

Heovy  fight ing  brote  out  on  12  Soptutoor,  vten  tte  Osmans  lamcted 
tte  first  of  a  sorios  of  tank  and  infantry  assaults  that  conttnasd  tor 
tour  days  against  tte  56th  Division's  positions,  which  worn  on  low 
ground  in  toll  viow  of  snap  otearvors.  Tte  British  counittad  ovary 
wit  and  fought  tenaciously.  Itey  wars  drivw  back  about  out  alia  in 
tea  four-day  battla  but  nonaged  to  prove  a  canplata  breakthrough. 

Naval  gwfira  and  tactical  air  providad  valuahla  support. 

Detendnad  datonaa  along  tte  whola  baadteod  parisuter  cnuaad  tte  - 
Genaan  canmnd  to  call  off  tte  attack  on  15  September  and  bagin  to 
plan  tor  a  withdrawal. 

Sianificanca:  The  56th  Division  ted  bald  in  tte  faca  of  a 
detendnad  Genup  attack  and  ted  prevented  a  Geman  breakthrough  that 
night  have  drivw  tte  invaders  off  tte  beach. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.10. 


WORLD  UMl  II  (ITALIAN  CAWAICM.  SALERNO) 

Vitri  I.  12-15  Saotraber  1943 

Bringing  up  reinforcsna nts  to  counter  the  Alliod  landing*  at  Salerno, 
tiie  Genan  comnnd  pinned  an  all-out  offensive  against  the  X  Corps  Her  12 
Septnber.  One  regieent  of  the  elite  Henman  Goering  Panser  Division, 
reinforced  with  corps  artillery  nd  troops  free  three  other  divisions,  was 
to  strike  the  British  46th  Infantry  Division  and  drive  southeast  along  the 
coast  to  link  up  with  Goman  wits  on  its  left  in  a  piacer  nowwnmt 
designed  to  isolate  and  destroy  the  X  Corps. 

In  four  days  of  bitter  fighting,  the  46th  Division  held  its  lines  and 
prevented  the  Genera  fron  breaking  through.  Casualties  were  high  on  both 
sides.  Naval  gunfire  support  greatly  aided  the  British.  Also  by  this  tine 
Allied  close  air  support  was  beginning  to  be  effective. 

After  four  days,  the  Geman  counterattack  ground  to  a  halt.  Goman 
plans  to  throw  the  Fifth  Amy  back  into  the  sea  were  ended  and  not  long  after 
that  a  withdrawal  was  ordered  fron  the  Salerno  area. 

Significance:  The  stubborn  defense  by  the  46th  Division  prevented  the 
Gomans  fron  breaking  through  and  averted  a  disaster; 

■g  itrces:  r.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.10. 
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As  part  of  the  gmnral  counteroffensive  launched  by  tfao  Grow  on 
12  teptwter,  half  of  tha  16th  Pawr  Division,  niaSncad  by  otter  units, 
oat  to  attack  along  tha  Salo-Calora  corridor  in  m  of  fort  to  split  ad 

■animate  tha  Fifth  Any  datehn. 

Dafswfiwg  around  tha  Sal*- Color*  corridor  arts,  tha  battamd,  under*  tragth 
US  4Sh  Infantry  Division  art  tha  ftill  weight  of  tea  attacking  Daman  Corots 
on  IS  Saptaater.  Tank  and  infantry  assaults  drovt  tha  tearlrana  bade,  with 
heavy  panonaal  and  arpilfnant  lossas  on  both  sidas.  Tha  2d  battalion,  143d 
Infantry,  on  tha  rigs  of  tha  divisional  sac  tor,  suf farad  particularly 
hsavy  lossas.  Gn  14  Saptaater,  rrnmmA  Carson  assaults  vara  baatan  back  by 
45th  Division  troops  do  bad  raorganisad  thair  dafanaas  and  dug  in  during 
tha  ni#t-  Air  and  naval  gunfire  support  greatly  sided  tha  division. 

Gn  tha  saw  day,  tha  attacks  stopped  when  ainlsnl  gains  and  hi^i 
casualty  and  aquipmnt  lossas  convinced  tha  Genun  co— ml  that  further 
efforts  would  be  too  costly. 

Slsnlfinnca;  A  successful  Anarican  defense,  reflecting  the  Allied 
effort  along  the  whole  beachhead  parinatar,  had  stopped  tha  Gemnas  and 
taken  a  heavy  toll  of  thair  vital  armored  forces. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.io. 
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Mnlncid  by  slsmnts  of  ths  British  7th  Ansorad  Division  and 
ths  23d  Ansnd  Krlgsk,  fatigusd  troops  of  ths  56th  Infantry  Division 
launrhad  on  sttaek  sfsinst  ths  tow  of  Bsttlpsciia  on  17  Septaafcsr. 

Ths  Osrsan  stratstic  situstisn  at  this  tins  nscassitatsd  a  withdrawal 
fron  ths  Salsnao  arts;  so  resistance  in  ths  town  was  light*  and  ths 
British  occupied  it  on  IS  Saptmfetr. 

Slantftraacs;  With  ths  Osmans  witikhrswing*  ths  Alliss  had  at 
last  sscarsd  ths  bsachhsad  and  could  began  to  build  up  their  forest 
for  ths  push  Inland  and  pursuit  of  ths  withdrawing  an  my. 

Sourest;  R.2;  R.4;  R.S;  R.8;  R.10. 
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Bboli.  17-18  Seotnber  1943 

Dm  US  4Sth  Infantry  Division,  at  full  strength  with  tha  arrival 
of  tha  180th  Infantry  Feginont,  waa  to  strika  Gann  position*  in 
tha  vicinity  of  tha  Sele-Calore  corridor  in  accordant*  with  tha  Ailin' 
plans  for  a  ranawad  offensive  on  17  Septtaber.  Dm  Gemns,  withdrawing 
fraa  tha  Salerno  beachhead  am,  offered  only  ninor  resistance  as  they 
alloyed  delaying  tactics  to  gat  their  units  safely  away.  Defensive 
positions  that  had  blocked  the  45th  Division's  progress  for  over  a 
week  easily  fell  into  American  hands  on  17  and  18  Septnber.  By  all 
indications,  the  beachhead  was  secure  and  pursuit  of  the  eony  becaae 
tha  Ailin'  next  objective. 

Significance:  Dm  4Sth  ttfv:  iion  had  expanded  the  bridgehead  as 
the  Genus  withdrew. 

Sources:  r.2;  R.8;  r.10. 
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OPERATIONAL  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  VARIABLES 
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.  WRD  HR  II  flWJW  CWgWW,  WDWPJ 
(hamelae*  12-14  October  1943 

Za  ald-Octbber  1943,  after  the  breakout  fron  the  Salerno  beachhead 
md  the  pursuit  of  German  forces  northward,  the  Allied  Fifth  Anqr 
■st  the  first  organized  enewy  defensive  line,  which  ran  along  the 
Vblturno  River,  ifcare  the  Gmeas  hoped  to  delay  the  Allies  as  long 
as  possible,  so  that  sere  heavily  fortified  positions  to  the  north 
could  be  completed.  Located  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Goman  line 
was  the  well -equipped  and  highly  trained  ISth  Falser  Grenadier  Division, 
which  took  advantage  of  the  high  water  in  the  Vbltumo  to  prepare 

in  its  attaept  to  slaw  the  advancing  British  X  Corps  an  the 
Allied  left. 

As  part  of  a  six-division  attack  on  12  October,  the  British 
7th  Amoved  Division  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Volturno  et  the  tom 
of  Grazzenise,  establish  a  bridgehead,  and  drew  as  aeny  Genen  troops 
as  possibla  away  fraa  the  eain  British  effort  to  the  division's  left. 

On  the  night  of  12/13  September,  a  spearhead  was  pushed  across  the 
river.  In  the  following  two  days  the  7th  Amored  Division,  despite 
counterattacks,  secured  a  bridgehead  a  thousand  yards  deep.  As  a 
result,  the  rest  of  the  division  was  able  to  cross  the  river  pafely 
in  preparation  for  the  continued  drive  north. 

The  crossing  of  the  Volturno  River  provided  a 
bridgehead  from  which  to  continue  the  Allied  attack  on  the  German 
defenses. 

Sources;  R.2;  R.4;  R.5;  R.12. 
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WORLD  MR  II  flTALIAM  QWyCH.  VOLTOBNQ) 

Caiaxgk  1^"t4  October  ms 

Battling  tfat  front  line  of  tilt  US  VI  Corps  in  tine  for  the  Voltumo 
River  crossing,  the  34th  Inf  entry  Division  had  been  celled  up  to  the  front 
to  odd  weight  to  the  Aanrican  offensive  scheduled  for  13  October.  The 
division,  on  the  right  of  the  3d  Division,  was  ordered  to  cross  near  Ceiexzo, 
e  fortified  village  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Vblturno,  in  and  ajound  which  a 
reinforced  reginent  fron  the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  was  dug  in  to  neat 
the  American  attack.  Gnly  part  of  the  Gexaan  division  had  arrived  at  the 
positions  around  Caiazzo  when  the  34th  Division  attacked  early  on  13  October. 

The  leading  eleaents  of  the  US  division's  two  attacking  reginents  net 
light  Geman  resistance  in  the  crossing  but  had  sone  difficulties  with  the  Volturno '  s 
swift  current.  Once  they  wen  across,  resistance  stiffened,  but  the  troops 
aade  significant  adv&ces,  taking  their  first  objectives.  Geman  artillery 
had  harassed  the  division's  engineers  as  they  attested  to  build  bridges, 
but  after  saae  delay  trucks  wen  crossing  the  river  cm  14  October.  By  the 
aid  of  14  October  the  Geman  guns  around  Caiazzo  had  been  silenced,  and 
Gexaan  units  along  the  division  front  wen  withdrawing. 

Significance:  The  division  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Voltumo  River, 
establishing  a  firm  bridgehead,  and  forcing  the  Geman  defenders  to  withdraw..  * 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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WOULD  W4R  II  (ITALIAN  CMf>AIQf.  VCLUBNO) 

Capua.  13  October  1943 

After  tho  breakout  from  the  Salerno  beachhead  and  tha  pursuit  of  German 
forces  northward,  the  Allied  Fifth  Any  not  the  first  organised  cnoay  defensive 
line,  which  ran  along  the  Voltuzno  River.  There  the  Germans  hoped  to  delay 
the  Allies  as  long  as  possible,  so  that  note  heavily  fortified  positions  to 
the  north  could  be  aapleted.  In  position  opposite  the  right  sector  of  the 
British  X  Corps,  occupied  by  the  British  S6th  Infantry  Division,  were  eleamits 
of  the  elite  Hermann  Goering  Panzer  Division.  Dug  in  along  high  ground  north 
of  the  Voltumo,  the  Gomans  had  excellent  observation  of  tee  river  all  along 
the  56th  Infantry  Division's  positions. 

On  15  October,  the  56th  Division  attempted  to  cross  near  the  destroyed 
railroad  bridge  at  Capua.  Geman  resistance  and  very  intense  artillery 
fire  on  the  assault  boats  prevented  the  British  front  gaining  acre  than  a 
small  bridgehead  and  made  it  impossible  to  hold  that.  With  the  only  suitable 
crossing  point  in  the  division  sector  blocked,  tee  boundary  between  the  VI 
and  X  Corps  was  shifted,  enabling  the  British  to  cross  on  a  bridge  installed 
by  the  US  3d  Division  an  14  October. 

Significance:  Although  the  Gomans  had  successfully  prevented  the  56th 
Division  from  crossing  at  Capua,  the  success  of  the  3d  Division  enabled  the 
division  to  cross  and  expand  the  corps's  bridgehead  so  that  the  advance  could 
continue  on  a  broad  front. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.12. 
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WORLD  MR  II  (ITALIAN  QMPAIQL  VOLUJKNOI 

C— ft  Volturno,  13-15  October.  1943 

In  early  October  1943,  after  the  breakout  free  the  Salerno  beachhead  and 
the  pursuit  of  Genan  forces  northward,  the  Allied  Fifth  Any  confronted  the 
first  organized  many  defensive  line,  which  ran  along  the  Volturno  River. 

There  the  Gemans  hoped  to  delay  the  Allies  long  enough  to  complete  more 
heavily  fortified  positions  to  the  north.  In  order  to  prevent  this  and  in 
view  of  the  bad  weather  of  the  oncoming  winter  and  its  accompanying  toll  on 
nobility.  Allied  leaders  planned  a  swift  crossing  of  the  Volturno  and  breaking 
of  the  German  line. 

On  tii e  far  left  of  the  Fifth  Any  line,  the  British  46th  Infantry  Division 
was  to  sake  the  main  effort  in  the  British  X  Corps  sector.  Naval  gunfire  and 
concentrated  field  artillery  support  was  Bade  available  for  the  division. 

On  13  October  the. attack  started.  A  snail  bridgehead  was  nade  on  the 
far  bank,,  but  resistance  from  units  of  the  15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division 
was  fierce,  with  repeated  counterattacks.  An  amphibious  operation  involving 
armored  units  sent  around  the  river  mouth  to  envelop  the  German  right  flank 
was  stalled  by  boggy  ground  and  German  mines  north  of  the  river.  Continued 
pressure  from  infantry,  and  especially  fire  from  naval  guns  and  British  artillery, 
kept  the  German  counterattacks  at  bay.  By  14  October  the  bridgehead  was 
expanded,  and  heavier  units  were  ferried  across  the  Volturno.  On  the  next 
day,  the  Germans  withdrew  across  the  Regia  Agnena  Canal,  some  three 
miles  north  of  the  Volturno  with  the  46th  Division  pressing  close  behind. 

Significance:  The  British  46th  Division  had  secured  a  firm  bridghead 
across  the  Volturno  River  for  the  left  flank  of  the  Fifth  Army  line.  The 
Germans  had  withdrawn,  and  the  British  were  in  position  to  continue  the 
advance  to  the  north. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN,  VOLTURNO) 


Monte  Acero,  13-14  October  1943 

Located  in  the  extreme  right  sector  of  the  Fifth  Anny's  line,  the  US 
45th  Infantry  Division  had  moved  north  on  12  October,  east  of  the  Voltumo  River 
to  protect  the  army's  right  flank.  Early  on  13  October,  while  other  divisions 
to  the  left  were  crossing  the  Voltumo,  elements  of  the  45th  Division  launched 
attacks  on  and  around  Monte  Acero,  a  dominating  hill  that  was  the  key 

to  German  defenses  east  of  the  river.  Defending  in  the  mountain  itself 
was  a  reconnaissance  battalion  from  the  26th  Panzer  Division,  and  in 
the  adjacent  countryside  troops  from  the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier  Division 
resisted  the  American  advance.  The  US  troops  encountered  slight 
resistance.  By  the  evening  of  13  October,  the  southeastern  slope  of 
Monte  Acero  had  been  cleared  and  on  the  next  day  the  rest  of  the  southern 
slopes  were  taken  and  45th  Division  units  had  advanced  on  both  sides 
of  the  mountain. 

Significance:  On  15  October,  after  a  day  of  tough  fighting  on 
the  14th,  a  battalion  of  the  180th  Infantry  Regiment  linked  up  with 
34th  Division  troops  and  thus  secured  the  VI  Corps's  right  flank.  But 
the  Germans,  in  delaying  the  Americans  until  15  October,  had  also 
achieved  success.  The  delay  allowed  the  defenders  along  the  Voltumo 
time  to  withdraw  in  order  and  to  continue  delaying  tactics  further 
north. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN  .VOLTURNO) 


Triflisco,  13-14  October  1943 

In  mid-October  1943,  after  the  breakout  from  the  Salerno  beachhead  and 
the  pursuit  of  German  forces  northward,  the  Allied  Fifth  Army  confronted  the 
first  organized  enemy  defensive  line,  which  ran  along  the  Voltumo  River. 

There  the  Germans  hoped  to  delay  the  Allies  long  enough  so  that  more 
heavily  fortified  positions  to  the  north  could  be  completed.  To  prevent 
this  and  to  keep  continued  pressure  on  the  withdrawing  Germans,  the  Allied 
command  decided  that  a  swift  crossing  of  the  Voltumo  was  required. 

The  US  3d  Infantry  Division,  located  on  the  VI  Corps’s  left  and  adjacent 
to  its  boundary  with  the  X  Corps,  was  assigned  to  make  the  Americans'  main 
effort  to  cross  the  river .  High  ground  on  the  north  bank  afforded  defending 
troops  of  the  Hermann  Goering  Panzer  Division's  Kanpfgrigpe  Maucke  good 
observation  of  3d  Division  units.  Realizing  this,  General  Truscott  formulated 
a  deceptive  plan  of  attack. 

At  midnight  on  12/13  October,  the  plan  was  executed.  One  infantry 
battalion  and  several  heavy  weapons  companies  made  a  vigorous  demonstration 
on  the  division's  left,  in  order  to  deceive  the  Germans  into  thinking  that  a 
major  crossing  was  underway  there.  Two  hours  later,  when  the  actual  attack 
was  made  to  the  right  of  the  diversion,  one  infantry  regiment  crossed  the 
river  and  met  relatively  light  resistance.  Soon  after,  another  regiment 
crossed  and  with  artillery  support  .  dislodged  the  German  defenders  from 
strategic  high  ground  north  of  the  Volturno. 

By  the  end  of  14  October,  the  3d  Division  had  broken  German  resistance 
along  a  five-mile  stretch  of  the  river  and  conmenced  building  bridges  for 
equipment  and  vehicles  needed  to  continue  the  advance. 

Significance:  Good  planning,  deception,  surprise  and  an  agressive 
offensive  spirit  had  greatly  aided  the  division's  troops  in  overcoming  a 
potentially  difficult  obstacle. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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After  crossing  the  Voltumo  River  on  13  October,  the  US  34th  Infantry 
Division  was  ordered  to  keep  up  the  pressure  on  the  then  withdrawing  Germans 
and  at  the  sane  tine  to  shift  its  right  boundary  over  to  allow  the  fatigued 
45th  Infantry  Division  to  go  into  reserve.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  division 
had  to  secure  two  towns  south  of  the  Voltumo  (which  ran  northwest  to  southeast 
at  this  point)  and  then  move  northeast  across  the  river  into  the  45th  Division's 
zone. 

On  15  October,  the  division  was  held  \xp  on  the  right  by  tough  German 
resistance  north  of  the  town  of  Ruviano.  The  next  morning,  one  regiment 
attacked  on  the  division's  left,  and  again  the  Germans  put  up  a  tough  fight. 
Composed  of  elements  of  the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier  Division,  these- troops  fought 
to  keep  the  Voltumo  bridges  open  for  the  German  withdrawal.  On  early  17 
October,  the  Americans  occupied  Alvignano,  after  the  Germans  had  withdrawn, 
and  on  their  right  pressed  on  to  occupy  high  ground  due  east  of  the  town. 

But  it  would  require  the  conmitment  of  another  infantry  regiment  and  three 
more  days  of  battle  before  the  34th  Division  was  across  the  Voltumo  securely 
in  the  45th  Division's  zone. 

Significance:  The  Germans  fought  a  delaying  action  that  accomplished 
their  purpose  and  delayed  the  advance  of  the  US  34th  Division. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 


The  British  7th  Armored  Division,  in  the  center  o£  the  British  X  Corps 
sector,  crossed  the  Voltumo  River  at  Grazzanise  on  14  October  and  advanced 
northward  across  rough  terrain  to  the  Regia  Agnena  Itoova  Canal.  In  accord 
with  the  Fifth  Aliy's  strategy  to  keep  \g>  pressure  on  the  GaxNus,  the  division 
attempted  to  force  a  crossing  of  the  canal  on  17  October.  Bad  weather  and 
muddy  terrain,  ani  natural  defensive  positions,  that  aided  the  defending  15th 
Panzer  Grenadier  Division,  while  hindering  the  aovnaent  of  the  British, 
prevented  an  inaediate  crossing.  On  18  October,  in  spite  of  German  artillery 
fire,  a  bridghead  was  finally  established  and  expanded  to  a  depth  of  1,000 
yards  by  late  evening. 

Significance:  Crossing  the  canal  helped  to  eliminate  another  obstacle 
in  front  of  the  Allied  advance.  But  delaying  tactics  bought  the  Germans  more 
time  for  work  an  the  defenses  to  the  north. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.12; 


B^laced  In  high  ground  on  Monte  Grande*  elaeenti  of  the  Ge— an  Hit— wi 
Goering  Panter  Division  had  excellent  observation  of  Allied  Fifth  Awy 
positions ,  particularly  in  the  Triflieco  Gap  eree .  In  order  to  op—  the 
Gap and  — ke  it  safe  ft*  passage  of  reinforce— «»s  to  continue  the  fifth 
Aney's  attack  northward,  the  201»t  Guard*  Brigade  of  the  British  56th  Iafmtty 
Division,  with  artillery  and  teak  support,  attacked  on  16  October  to  dear 

artillery  fire  struck  the  attadcers  as  t3*y  eft-teed  ig|g^nir<)t|i|*IWi^  ,aa>an^e^|ae  - 
to  the  ridges  of  Monte  Grande.  The  terrain  aede  the  going  difficult;  supft&iee 
often  had  to  be  brought  by  hand  aid  fire  stqzport  was  frequently  lepossIMe. 
On  17  October,  in  heavy  fighting,  the  British  advanced.  At  last  one  battalion 
of  the  brigade  reached  the  crest  of  Monte  Grande,  and  the  defenders  began  to 
withdraw. 

Significance:  With  the  capture  of  the  Monte  Grande  heights,  the  vital 
Triflisco  Gap  was  safe  for  the  passage  of  Allied  troops  and  equipment. 

Sources:  R.2:  R.5;  R.8;  R.12. 


RQWD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CggAIgk  VOLTUBND) 

am  ih  »»  m&mjm 

In  October  1943,  with  the  Voltumo  River  crossings  secured.  Fifth  Any 
strategy  was  to  continue  to  advance  along  a  wide  front  with  the  US  VI  Corps 
on  the  right  and  the  British  X  Corps  on  the  left.  After  crossing  the  Volturno, 
the  British  46th  I mil#  Division  advanced  to  the  Regia  Agnma  Nuova  Gnal 
about  6*5  kiloaeters  north  of  the  Volttarao.  During  three  days  of  repeated 
atteapts  beginning  an  15  October,  the  division  wes  unable  to  fierce  the  15th 
Panzer  Grenadier  Division's  defenses  at  the  aid. 

On  18  October,  a  battalion  finally  crossed  the  canal.  Despite  ccntiar** 
German  fire,  ferrying  operations  cosMnced.  By  20  October  the  46th  Division 
had  three  ferries  in  operation,  and  a  secure  bridgehead  about  1,200  yards 
deep. 

Significance :  The  15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  had  successfully 
delayed  the  left  wing  of  the  British  X  Corps  in  accordance  with  the  Goman 
strategy  to  gain  tine  while  stronger  defenses  to  the  north  were  completed. 

The  British  46th  Division  too  was  successful.  By  persistant ‘effort  it  had 
established  a  bridgehead  across  the  Regia  Agnana  Nuova  Cnal. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.12. 
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FfWolise.  20-22  October.  1943 

After  crossing  the  Ragle  Agnena  Nuova  Canal  and  consolidating  a  bridgahaad, 
the  British  7th  Armored  Division,  with  a  tank  battalion  leading,  soved  out  on 
20  October  to  continue  attacks  against  the  ISth  Panzer  Grenadier  Division. 

Ibo  key  towns  in  the  German  defensive  line,  Prenooliae  and  Sparanise,  were 
the  division's  immediate  objectives.  Rainy  weather  prevented  Allied  aircraft 
fron  providing  tactical  air  support  for  the  division,  and  rough,  muddy  terrain 
slowed  the  movement  of  the  division's  tanks.  Despite  three  days  of  fighting 
through  grain  fields  and  olive  groves,  the  British  were  still  unable  to  trice 
either  of  their  primary  objectives. 

Significance:  the  German  defense  was  successful  in  slowing  the  British 
advance  and  secured  store  tins  for  preparing  defenses  tether  north.  The 
terrain  had  contributed  significantly  to  slowing  the  tasks  of  the  7th  Armored 
Division,  and  on  24  October  the  division  would  change  sectors  with  the  46th 
Infantry  Division  in  order  to  use  the  tanks  more  advantageously. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.i2. 
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to  early  Novutoer  1113,  to*  rlgit  wing  of  the  US  VI  Corps  approached 
the  hamdmmrs  of  tbs  VPlturao  River  sad  prepared  to  crosf.  to  togged 
■wgifsIiasMi  twin  to  the  north,  the  Gram  defenders  planned  to  delay  the 
VI  Corps  as  long  aa  possible  to  order  to  asp!***  construction  of  their  asto 
defensive  line. 

At  2406  on  S  November,  following  an  intensive  artillery  preparation, 
two  regiments  of  the  34th  Infantry  Division,  the  133d  and  the  168th»  with 
two  battalions  ench,  and  the  attached  100th  tofimtry  Battalion,  forded  toe 
Volturno  River,  toeir  objective  Santa  Mnia  Oliveto  and  RCccaravtodoU,  two 
towns  an  the  edge  of  the  hills  north  of  the  Vbltumo  River  plain.  Gram 
resistance  fras  elemnts  of  the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier  and  305th  Infantry 
Divisions  was  stiff,  with  particularly  intense  artillery  fire.  The  next  day 
toe  168th  Infantry  seized  Roccaravindola  and  high  ground  southwest  of  toe 
town.  Heavy  losses  in  the  regiment's  two  coanitted  battalions  pronpted  the 
commitment  of  its  reserve  (1st)  battalion.  On  5  November,  high  ground  north¬ 
west  of  Roccaravindola  was  taken  with  assistance  fron  one  battalion  of  the 
division's  135th  Regtoent. 

The  133d  Infantry  advanced  to  take  Santa  Maria  Oliveto  on  4  November. 

A  German  counterattack  on  5  November  threw  back  one  battalion  from  a  hill 
southwest  of  the  town,  but  US  troops  regained  the  lost  ground  later  in  the 
day.  German  infiltrators  remained  in  Santa  Maria  Oliveto  on  5  November,  and 
possession  of  the  town  was  still  contested. 

Significance:  The  34th  Division,  in  crossing  the  Voltumo  for  the  third 
time,  had  gained  a  foothold  in  the  positions  of  the  German  Barbara  Line, 
where  the  Germans  planned  to  delay  the  Allies  as  long  as  possible  while 
permanent  fortifications  were  completed.  With  the  north  part  of  the  river 
crossed,  the  VI  Corps  advance  could  be  continued. 

Sources:  r.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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He  Bernhardt  Lint  was  the  second  of  three  Qemen  defensive  linn  which 
Made  up  tee  Ktntor  Line.  Mere  formidable  than  the  Baxter*  Line  to  the  south, 
it  was  meat  to  delay  the  Allied  Fifth  Any  as  long  as  possible  and  inflict 
casualties  on  tee  atiiatemrs  while  the  Gusher  Line  positions  along  ten 
Garlsliaao  and  Rapldo  Rivers  were  ccapleted.  One  heavily  fortified  section 
of  tee  Becwhaxdt  Lint  was  the  Monte  Casino  hill  anas,  sad  in  early  Noveeber 
IteS,  tee  British  S6th  Infantry  Division  was  ordered  to  deer  out  tee  units 
of  tbs  15th  Panser  Grenadier  Division  white  defended  it.  this  would  open 
tp  the  approaches  to  tea  atin  Gaxnan  defenses  along  tbs  Garigliano  River  for 
the  entire  British  X  Corps. 

On  5  Noveeber  the  168th  and  201st  Brigades  advanced  ftontee  south  and 
took  low  terrain  below  Manta  Cnsino  in  a  two-pronged  attack.  Advancing  a 
mile  and  a  half,  they  took  the  towns  of  Sippidano  and  Onrdle.  The  town 
of  Calabritto  at  the  foot  of  the  Mountain  was  taken  on  6  Noveeber,  but  an 
atteapt  to  seize  Oocuruzzo  to  the  northwest  was  repulsed.  On  the  afternoon 
of  6  Noveeber,  the  first  of  a  series  of  attacks  op  the  Mountain  slopes  failed, 
in  the  face  of  heavy  defensive  fire  and  exceptionally  rug|ed  terrain.  Oh  the 
following  day,  the  division  was  again  repulsed  in  an  atteapt  to  stove  op  onto 
higher  ground. 

Significance:  the  15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  did  not  allow  any 
gains  on  their  positions  on  tee  Mountain  during  three  days  of  fighting.  More 
time  would  be  required  for  the  S6th  Division  to  make  any  progress  against  the 
German  defenses. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.12. 
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Soutteest  of  MLfnaao  la  the  Monte  La  Difenaa  mss  if,  all  three  battalions 
of  the  US  7th  Infantry  Regiaent,3d  Infantry  Division,  fought  to  clear  (Semen 
deflators  fran  the  high  ground  of  the  nowtain,  ahem  a  (  line  of  cliffs  fifty 
f*t  high  ran  sotte  1500  yards  along  Mm  tog  of  the  eorataln.  On  6  Noveeber 
an  attack  use  stopped  by  the  dug*  in  defenders  of-  the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier 
Division,  aho  alloyed  snail  sms  sad  artillery  fire.  On  7  Novmber  the  7th 
Infantry  secured  the  loner  slopes  of  Monte  La  Difmaa. 

Mmi  Division's  15th  and  30th  infantry  mgiaents  were  assigned  to  take 
the  high  ground  ^mediately  adjacent  to  Highway  No.  6  northwest  of  Migrant). 

One  battalion  of  the  ISth  Infantry,  after  passing  through  Migrant),  failed  in 
sn  attrapt  to  take  the  southeastern  spur  of  Monte  Lungo  on  6  Novmber.  On 
the  smm  day,  one  battalion  of  the  30th  Infantry,  which  had  swung  around 
through  the  4Sth  Division's  zone  to  attack  fro*  the  northeast,  failed  to 
take  Monte  Rotondo.  Attacks  for  both  regiasnts  on  7  Noveeber  were  postponed. 

Geman  artillery  fire  was  heavy  during  the  two  days  of  attack  and 
tactical  air  support  was  also  provided  for  the  defenders.  US  air  attacks 
sipported  the  3d  Division. 

Significance:  The  Germans  continued  to  hold  the  high  ground  covering 
Highway  No.  6  north  of  Mignano,  denying  the  Fifth  Amy  ianediate  passage  along 
the  road. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 


Northwest  of  the  upper  Voltumo  River,  the  terrain  in  the  45th  Infantry 
Division's  sector  ms  Mountainous  and  covered  by  fortified  positions  of  the 
Gemen  3d  Panxer  Grenadier  Division.  The  45th  Division's  Mission  was  to 
advance  over  the  mn*d  terrain  and  keep  the  Gexaans  off  balance  and  inter 
pressure  so  that  their  Main  defensive  line  to  the  north  coiid  not  be 
completed.  * 

The  art  renal  j  n?uad  terrain  and  heavily  fortified  positions  slowed  the 
division's  attach  fron  the  start.  With  intensive  artillery  support,  units 
of  the  180th  Infantry  fegtemnt  attempted  to  push  through  the  nigged  terrain 
between  Monte  Santa  Croce  and  Monte  Como  and  assault  the  German  positions 
on  these  peaks  on  6  and  7  Novmber,  but  they  net  with  little  success.  Elenants 
of  the  179th  Infantry,  near  Pozilli  and  to  the  right  of  the  180th  Infantry, 
also  net  with  little  success  during  the  first  two  day  '  of  the  attack. 

The  terrain  made  resupply  for  the  attacking  units  difficult  and  aided 
the  German  defense,  which  was  also  assisted  by  attacks  of  German  fighter- 
bonbers  in  large  lumbers. 

Significance:  The  45th  Division  failed  to  make  a  quick  breakthrough 
in  an  area  where  natural  defenses  greatly  increased  the  German's  effectiveness 
Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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Monte  Canjno  H,  82IS  NBWfbr  1943 

Determined  to  doxy  the  British  X  Corps  accost  to  the  Garigliano  Rivsr 
tad  the  Liri  Valley  via  the  Manta  Canine  massif,  tha  German  capatui  threw  tha 
ISth  Paasar  Grenadier  Division  against  the  56th  Division  at  CalMbritto  in 
two  counterattacks  on  8  Novanber.  Covered  by  aortar  and. machine  gun  fire 
frae  positions  on  Monte  Canine's  slopes,  the  Germans  attacked  the  tom  of 
Calabritto  at  tike  foot  of  tike  Mountain,  these  attacks  failed  to  dislodge 
tha  British,  end  during  the  night  of  8/9  November  another  attack  was  beaten 


beck.  Exhaustion  and  strain  fron  continuous  action  over  the  last  Month  and 
the  bad  weather  began  to  show  in  the  56th  Division's  depleted  nodes.  A 
German  attack  on  10  Novanber  drove  two  battalions  fron  the  foot  of  the 
Mountain.  At  the  request  of  the  56th  Division's  connander,  permission  was 
granted  an  12  Novanber  for  the  division  to  pull  back.  The  completion  of 
the  withdrawal  on  15  Novanber  marked  the  end  of  the  56th  Division's  initial 
attempt  to  clear  the  heights  of  Monte  Caa&no. 

'  Significance:  The  determined  German  defense,  combined  with  bad  weather 
and  the  effects  of  prolonged  fighting  in  nigged  terrain,  made  it  ispossible 
for  the  56th  Division  to  achieve  its  objectives. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.12. 
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On  8  tli whir,  tin  Sd  Infantry  Division  continued  its  efforts  to 
take  the  blights  north  of  Mlgnano  overlooking  Highway  No.  6  and  the 
Monti  In  Difansa  def anset  southwest  of  tho  tom.  One  battalion  of  tho 
30th  Infantry  Regiment  cliiffid  tha  topof  Monti  Rotondo,  while  two 
battalions  of  tha  15th  Infantry  aada  progress  on  two  lowar  piaks  wait 
of  Monti  Rdtondo.  Tha  30th  Inftatry  attack  ms  supported  by  fin 
fraa  eight  art  illary  battalions.  Around  Monti  La  Difansa,  tha  rugged 
terrain  and  fortified  German  positions  stopped  elements  of  the  7th 
Infantry  fraa  asking  substantial  gains. 

Units  of  the  3d  Division  north  of  MLgnano  consolidated  their 
positions  on  9  Nowaaber,  actively  patrolling  the  mountain  slopes  and 
beating  back  Gaxaan  counterattacks.  Another  battalion  of  tha  30th 
Infantry  ms  coanitted,  and  it  cleared  the  two  peaks  that  the  15th 
Infantry  had  attacked  on  the  previous  day.  The  7th  Infantry  continued 
to  sake  little  headway  in  an  attack  on  tha  steep  approaches  to  the 
crest  of  Monte  La  Difansa. 

German  counterattacks  against  the  ISth  and  30th  Regiaants 
continued  on  the  following  day,  but  the  US  troops  held  their  ground. 
An  afternoon  attack  by  two  battalions  of  the  7th  Infantry  failed  in 
the  difficult  terrain. 

Significance:  Sons  progress  had  been  achieved  in  the  three 
days  of  attack  by  the  3d  Division.  But  a  safe  route  along  Highway 
No.  6  to  the  Rapido  River  valley  was  still  not  cleared,  allowing  the 
Gennans  more  time  for  further  preparations  of  defensive  positions  to 
the  north. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.12. 
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Calabritto,  1-2  Dggfeer  1943 

As  part  of  the  US  Fifth  Army's  all-out  attack  against  Monte  Casino  in 
early  Deceaber  1943,  the  British  46th  Infantry  Division  was  to  attack  the 
town  of  Calabritto  at  the  southern  base  of  the  aountain.  This  was  a 
diversionary  attack,  designed  to  draw  Gezaan  strength  away  fraa  Monte  Canine 
and,  if  successful,  envelop  tin  German  defenses. 

Minefields,  barbed  wire,  and  heavy  defensive  fire  from  the  15th  Panzer 
Grenadier  Division  slowed  the  initial  attack  which  began  at  dusk  on  1 
Deceaber.  '  At  dawn  on  the  following  day,  the  division  broke  the  first  German 
line,  and  British  armored  units  moved  up  to  support  the  attack.  More  progress 
was  made.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  the  infantry  was  within  200  yards  of 
Calabritto,  but  the  town  remained  in  German  hands. 

Significance:  As  a  diversionary  attack  the  46th  Division's  move  on 
Calabritto  did  not  achieve  its  objective.  Although  it  helped  to  maintain 
pressure  on  the  German  line,  Monte  Camino  had  to  be  secured  before  the 
division  could  take  Calabritto. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.5;  R.8;  R.9. 
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Monte  Camino  III,  2-6  December  1943 

As  part  of  a  coordinated  attempt  by  the  British  X  Corps  and  the  newly 
organized  US  II  Corps  to  capture  the  Camino- Defensa-Maggiore  hill  complex 
the  British  56th  Infantry  Division,  which  had  earlier  failed  to  secure 
Monte  Camino,  was  ordered  to  attack  again  and  drive  the  German  defenders 
(15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division)  from  the  mountain's  heights. 

In  a  downpour  on  the  night  of  2/3  December,  the  56th  Division  attacked 
with  three  brigades.  Under  cover  of  darkness  the  advance  made  good  progress 
and  on  3  December  various  hills  were  taken,  including  Monastery  Hill,  the 
easternmost  and  highest  peak  of  the  Monte  Camino  hill  complex.  Genian 
counterattacks  prevented  any  further  immediate  gains.  In  the  following  days 
successful  advances  were  made  on  Monte  Camino  proper  and  an  adjacent  peak. 
Geiman  counterattacks  retook  Monastery  Hill  twice  between  3  and  5  December, 
but  on  both  occasions  the  56th  Division  regained  the  summit.  By  6  December, 
the  British  had  secured  the  mountaintop  and  had  cracked  the  German  line. 

Significance:  An  important  link  in  the  German  defenses  was  now  in 
Allied  hands,  and  other  objectives  related  to  it  fell  in  the  following 
days,  as  the  Germans  withdrew  to  defense  positions  farther  north. 

Sources :  R.2;  R.5:  R.9. 
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Monte  Maggiore,  2-3  December  1943 

In  early  December  1943,  the  US  36th  Division,  after  more  than  two  months 
in  Fifth  Army  reserve,  was  ordered  to  take  Monte  Maggiore  and  Monte  Lungo  to 
the  southwest  of  Highway  No.  6.  This  was  part  of  the  opening  phase  of  Fifth 
Army  Commander  Lieutenant  General  Mark  W.  Clark's  plan  to  push  into  the  German 
Gustav  Line  positions  along  the  Garigliano  and  Rapido  Rivers. 

The  division's  14 2d  Infantry  Regiment  was  assigned  to  the  attack  on  Monte 
Maggiore.  Following  the  1st  Special  Service  Force  up  the  lower  slopes  of  Monte 
La  Difensa  on  2  December,  two  battalions  of  the  142d  Infantry  quickly  pushed 
ahead  through  surprisingly  light  opposition.  Smoke  laid  down  on  Monte  Lungo 
by  Allied  artillery  masked  the  advance  over  the  rugged  terrain,  and  the  swift 
thrust  made  the  operation  a  success.  Intense  artillery  fire  covered  the  division's 
advance  and  facilitated  its  movement.  By  3  December  the  last  two  peaks  of 
Monte  Maggiore  had  been  taken. 

Significance;  The  36th  Division's  success  on  Monte  Maggiore  cleared 
another  German  obstacle  on  Highway  No.  6  and  permitted  preparations  for  the 
assault  on  the  final  German  positions  astride  the  road  at  San  Pietro  and 
Monte  Lungo. 

Sources:  R.2;  R.8;  R.9% 
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After  the  successful  Hading  of  the  Allied  VI  Corps  *t  Ansio,  the  British 
1st  Infantry  Division,  at  full  strength,  was  ordered  to  advance  to  and  take 
the  tom  of  Caqpoleone  at  a  railroad  junction  on  the  southern  edge  of  the 
Alban  fails*  This  attack  was  part  of  VI  Corp'e  cue— nder  Major  Qmeral  John  P. 

Lucas's  plan  for  consolidation  of  the  beachhead  positions 

The  division,  with  three  brigades  and  supporting  amor,  noved  out  on 

25  January  under  the  cover  of  artillery  and  naval  gunfire  toward  its  first 
objective,  the  town  of  Aprilia  and  the  "Factory*?,  a  coapleoc  of  buildings 
which  would  later  becoae  a  hotly-contested  strongpoint.  Blpmats  of  the 

3d  Pmzer  Grenadier  Division,  rushed  to  the  Anzio  ares  to  contain  the  landing, 
offered  substantial  resistance.  Aprilia  and  the  Factory  were  taken  on 

26  January  (in  an  advance  of  three  niles  from  the  beachhead.)  Preparations 
were  then  pda  to  continue  the  adwjpce  to  Qeyfleone. 

Significance:  In  tikis  attack,  the  1st  Division  succeeded  in  exploding 
.the  beachhead.  However  the  decision  to  consolidate  close  to  the  shore  allowed 
the  German  defenders  to  move  up  reinforcements  for  containment  of  the  Allied 
beachhead. 

Sources:  R.l;  R.2;  R.S;  R.7;  R.8. 


The  Factory  coa^lox  at  the  tom  of  Aprilia,  sqm  four  alias  south  of 
OmpMlNb  uas  tha  target  fbr  a  Gsimii  counterattack  on  27  Jaaunry.  the 
Geraaa  3d  Panser  Grenadier  Division  was  ordered  to  rataka  Aprilla  frost  tha 
British  1st  Infantry  Division,  which  had  captured  it  on  tha  previous 
day*  and  stan  the  Alliad  advance  on  Tunisian. 

Iha  aaln  attack  directed  at  tha  Factory  com  in  tha  naming  of  27 
January.  Tha  British  5th  Grenadiar  Guards  of  the  24th  Guards  Brigade,  held 
tha  buildings  in  tha  ccuplex  and  repulsed  tha  attack.  Later  attempts  around 
the  British  flanks  also  failed. 

Significance:  As  s  result,  tits  Gomans  withdraw  toward  Ciaipolaona  and 
tha  British  advance  was  able  to  continue  slowly  until  31  January. 

Sources:  R.1;  R.2;  R.S;  R.7;  R.8. 


V. 


After  heating  back  a  Gmn  counterattack  on  27  January,  the  British  1st 
Infantry  Division  continued  its  adtance  beyond  Aprilia  to  Cwpoleoae.  the 
division's  sain  objective  was  Cwpoleone  Station*  a  highway  and  railroad  junction 
about  two  kilonetars  south  of  the  town  itself.  Hera  tha  division  would 
consolidate  its  lines  in  preparation  for  a  planned  all-out  attack  north  to 
Albaao. 

The  attack  cra—nrart  on  29  January  and  soon  aat  defensive  fire  fron 
positions  waned  by  the  3d  Pinter  Grenadier  Division.  The  Gexwns  bad 
taken  advantage  of  the  gullies  that  traversed  the  open  terrains  and  Halted 
the  choices  of  ^approaches  for  foe  British*  by  replacing  their  weapons  in  end 
around  clusters  of  fane  buildings  to  cover  the  available  attack  routes.  Each 
strongpoint  had  to  be  dealt  with  by  infantry*  amor,  and  antitank  tanas. 

Despite  the  foxeidable  defenses  and  artillery  fire  free  high  ground  north  of 

the  beachhead*  the  diviei or  advanced  2.S  kllrawteTS  and  cape  dose  to 

* 

Cwpoleone  Station  by  31  January. 

Significance:  A  substantial  wedge  had  been  drive  between  the  3d  Panzer 
Grenadier  Division  and  the  65th  Infantry  Division  on  its  right.  This  salient 
constituted  a  threat  to  foe  German  line  and  would  quickly  becone  the  target 
for  German  counterattacks. 

Sources :  R.  1  j  R.  2  *  R«  5  j  R.  7  j  R.  8 . 


WKL  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CHCAKX*  ANZIO) 

C— oleons  Comorsttsck.  3-5  February  1944 

By  •arly  Ptbrnary  1944,  the  German  Fourteenth  Anqr  had  m  Mb  led  strong 
forces  in  thoAazio  am  to  -counterattack  the  Allied  VI  Corps's  taarWiaaJ 
Since  the  Gexaan  buildup  was  not  yet  adequate  for  a  «Jor  counteroffensive  to 
dries  tbs  Allies  into  tbs  sea,  tbs  Genes  coeasnd  planned  to  attack  tbe 
British  1st  Division's  Capoleeoe  salient  and  use  it  as  a  j\apiag-o£f  point 
for  the  major  attack  timn  tbe  buildup  of  form  was  completed. 

The  German  plan  of  attack  was  to  am  holding  attacks  to  tin  left  and 
the  right  of  tbe  1st  Division  salient,  employing  elenents  of  tin  65th  and 
71st  infantry  divisions,  and  attack  in  force  against  tin  1st  Division's  3d 
Brigade  inside  the  bulge  with  the  3d  Panaer  Grenadier  Division,  the  weight  of 
ttte  attack  ijdi  expected  to  drive  in  the  British  positions. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  3  February,  tin  attack  got  underway  with  an  in¬ 
tense  artillery  preparation  on  the  apex  of  tbe  salient  followed  by  artillery 
fixe  delivered  against  the  base  of  tin  salient  and  a  diversionary  attack  on 
the  apex.  Early  the  next  day,  a  full-scale  attack  waa  in  progress  against 
the  3d  Brigade's  flanks.  Muddy  ground  and  a  stainch  British  defense  hamper* 
the  Genian  advance,  but  the  3d  Brigade  was  soon  alaost  entirely  isolated. 

On  the  night  of  4/5  February  the  brigade  began  an  organised  fighting  with¬ 
drawal  and  by  5  February  was  back  in  position  in  the  1st  Division's  new 
line  in  the  Aprilia  area. 

Casualties  were  heavy  on  both  sides . 

Significance:  The  Germans  did  not  quite  reach  their  planned  objective, 
but  they  had  eliminate  the  deepest  penetration  in  the  Anzio  beachhead  and 
improved  their  position  to  launch  the  all-out  attack  against  the  VI  Corps. 

Sources:  R.l;  R.2;  R.5;  R.7;  R.8. 
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la  an  attenpt  to  i^rove  Germn  positions  before  his  plamed  all-out 
counterattack  against  ths  #nsio  beachhead,  Fourtemth  Awy  rrwsswiw  Onml 
tatari  von  Mdosm  continued  attacks  on  ths  British  1st  Inftatry  Division 
mar  Aprilia.  Possttsion  of  ths  Factory  conpl«c  and  ths  hsnlst  of  Canoooto 
500  yards  fras  it  would  givu  ths  Gums  a  solid  springboard  ter  thnir  dsciaivs 
counterattack.  tea  British  ltth  Brigade  defended  ths  Factory  and  its  stanraundii 
ana.  Ths  Gsrmn  pirn  called  ter  ths  concentration  of  Gonfcat  Co— nd  Gxeeer 
against  ths  brigade'.*  positions  Odle  othsr  wits  pinssd  down  adjacent 
British  troops.  Ths  prspoodsrancs  of  Gnsn  strength  was  expected  to  ovan*ala 
ths  defending  British. 

On  7  February  the  attack  comancsd,  with  infiltration  of  the  British  flank 
positions.  Fighting  was  interns,  and  during  ths  lata  evening  the  British 
lost  grand.  On  8  February  reserves  arrived,  including  four  IS  nsdius  tank 
comm ies,  and  the  British  counterattacked  and  regained  sons  of  their  teener 
positions.  Heavy  artillery  and  naval  gunfire  support  aided  ths  1st  Division's 
efforts. 

t 

In  the  two  days  of  battle,  the  British  lost  only  ana  key  position  to 
the  Germn  att atfr,  but  both  sides  suffered  heavy  casualties.  Only  a  brief 
respite  followed  however,  with  Germn  attacks  beginning  again  on  the  following 


Sigrrmranr*:  The  stubborn  British  fighting  had  prevented  the  Germans 
from  firing  nuch  progress  toward  eliminating  the  Anzio  beachhead. 

Sources:  R.l,  R.2}  R>5{  R.7,  R.8. 
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In  early  Rrt>ruary  1944,  in  preparation  for  the  planned  all-out  counter¬ 
attack  against  the  Allied  beachhead,  the  German  65th  Infantry  Division 
was  ordered  to  attack  the  Allied  left  flank  defenses  along  the  Moletta  River, 
to  threaten  the  rear  of  the  US  VI  Chips.  The  157th  Infantry  Regiment 
of  the  US  45th  Infantry  Division  was  defending  part  of  the  line  that  the 
6Sth  Division  wss  to  attack.  The  objective  of  the  preparatory  attack  was  to 
seize  the  Moletta  River  line  so  that  the  rear  areas  of  the  VI  Corps 
could  be  threatened  when  the  planned  counteroffensive  began. 

At  2100  hours  on  7  February,  after  e  day  of  German  air  raids  on  Nsttuno 
and  Anzio,  Coabat  Cc— mad  Pfeiffer  of  the  65th  Division  attacked  across  the 
Moletta  River.  Despite  determined  resistance  the  Germans  advanced  about  e 
mile.  However,  they  failed  to  establish  a  major  threat  to  the  Allied  left 
flank.  By  late  afternoon  9  February  the  attack  slewed  while  the  Germans 
consolidated  their  gains. 

Significance:  The  situation  at  the  beachhead  and  especially  around 
Aprilia  remained  critical.  Fourteenth  Army  ammander  General  Eberhard 
von  Mackensen,  at  a  high  cost  to  both  opponents,  was  steadily  proving 
his  army's  positions  for  an  all-out  German  counteroffensive. 

Sources:  R.1;  R.2;  R.7;  R.8. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN,  ANZIOI 
Aprilia II,  9  February  1944 

The  British  1st  Infantry  Division  at  Aprilia  was  the  target  for  another 

ft 

attack  by  Combat  Command  eraser  a  collection  of  units  from  several  Genian 
divisions,  on  9  February  1944.  Thfe  Germans  still  sought  to  take  the  Factory 
couple .  in  order  to  improve  their  position  for  the  planned  all-out  counter¬ 
attack  to  destroy  the  Allied  beachhead  at  Anzio. 

Under  cr  of  an  early  morning  artillery  preparation,  German  troops 
infiltrated  the  1st  Division's  lines.  After  the  preparation  lifted,  they  attacked 
the  rear  and  flanks  of  the  British  elements  that  were  resisting  the 
German  frontal  attack.  Heavy  artillery  and  naval  gunfire  support  was  called 
upon  to  stop  the  German  attack.  A  flight  of  80  Allied  mediun  bombers  on 
its  way  to  bomb  German  supply  duqps  near  Valmontane  was  diverted  to  disrupt 
the  German  advance,  and  41  fighter-bomber  sorties  also  provided  assistance. 

The  British,  having  fought  a  stubborn  defense,  finally  were  driven  from 
Aprilia,  and  by  the  next  morning  they  had  abandoned  the  Factory.  The 
Germans  then  consolidated  their  newly  won  positions. 

Both  socles  suffered  heavy  personnel  casualties  during  the  successful 
German  attack. 

Significance:  After  a  week  of  repeated  atteapts,  the  German  command 
H'd  the  staging  point  Which  they  deemed  necessary  for  their  planned  offensive. 

Sources:  R.l;  R.2;  R.5;  R.7;  R.8. 


With  the  capture  of  Aprilia  and  the  Factory  conplex  on  9-10  February, 
both  Geiatm  Combat  Coamend  Graser  and  the  British  1st  Infantry  Division  were 
in  poor  fighting  condition,  having  been  continually  counitted  over  the  past 
week.  Combat  Goomnd  Grasrt*  was  relieved  by  the  well-equipped  but  inexperienced 
715th  light  (Jaeger)  Division  in  the  newly  won  Genian  positions  at  Aprilia. 

The  US  45th  Infantry  Division  (less  one  infantry  regiment)  took  over  part 
of  the  1st  Division's  front  and  was  ordered  to  retake  Aprilia  and  the 
Factory,  defined  essential  for  the  security  of  the  Allied  beachhead. 

One  Htcalion  of  the  45th  Division's  179th  Infantry  Regiment ,  supported 
by  two  tank  canpardes,  made  the  main  effort  on  11  February.  The  force  proved 
to  be  inadequate  for  the  task.  In  spite  of  an  intense  artillery  and  navel  gunfire 
barrage,  it  was  unable  to  dislodge  the  defenders,  who  had  taken  refuge  from  the 
artillery  in  deep  collars  in  Aprilia.  Heavy  tactical  air  support  had  been 
piafcBKMl,  but  bad  weather  limited  the  nuaber  of  air  sorties  to  only  seven. 

Sale  Infantrymen  made  their  way  into  Aprilia  under  the  cover  of  a  smoke  screen, 
but  they  could  not  press  home  the  attack.  On  the  afternoon  of  12  February 
the  attack  was  called  off. 

Significance:  The  45th  Division's  efforts  to  retake  Aprilia  failed 
mainly  because  the  Division  attacked  in  insufficient  numbers.  The  Germans 
would  therefore  be  able  to  use  the  Factory  as  a  junp-off  point  for  their 
planned  offensive  against  the  VI  Corps. 

Sources:  R.1;  R.2;  R.7;  R.8. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN,  ANZIO) 

Bowling  Alley,  16-19  February  1944 

In  mid- February  1944,  Fourteenth  Army  commander  General  Eberhard  von 
Kfackensen  launched  his  counterattack  to  destroy  the  Allied  beachhead  at 
Anzio.  Massing  strong  infantry  and  armored  forces,  he  planned  the  attack's 
main  effort  along  the  Anzio- Albano  road,  the  "Bowling  Alley",  where  the 
US  45th  Infantry  Division  held  the  front  line, 

At  0600  on  16  February,  the  attack  commenced  with  a  brief  and  intense 
artillery  barrage,  which  lasted  half  an  hour,  followed  by  attacks  by  infantry 
and  armor  that  achieved  tactical  surprise.  The  first  infantry  assault  came 
directly  down  the  Anzio-Albano  road  along  the  boundary  of  the  157th  and 
179th  Infantry  Regiments.  The  Germans  advanced  1.6  kilometers  by  mid-morning.  In¬ 
tense  naval  gunfire  and  close  air  support  slowed  the  attackers.  The 
Infantry  Lehr  Regiment,  a  training  unit  with  no  combat  experience  ordered 
by  Hitler  to  spearhead  the  attack,  disintegrated  under  the  intense  Allied 
defensive  fire. 

On  17  February,  von  Mackensen  sent  his  infantry  and  armor  forward  once 
again,  and  again  the  45th  Division  was  forced  back.  At  the  final  beachhead 
defensive  line,  the  division  held,  with  support  from  reserve  units,  tactical 
air  attacks,  and  naval  gunfire. 

On  18  February  two  fresh  German  divisions,  the  26th  Panzer  and  the  29th 
Panzer  Grenadier,  joined  the  battle  and  inflicted  heavy  losses  on  the  179th 
Infantry,  The  attack  then  shifted  to  the  180th  Infantry's  sector,  where  the 
troops  had  not  received  the  brunt  of  the  German  main  effort,  and  it  was 
repulsed.  That  evening,  von  Mackensen  admitted  failure.  On  19  February  his 
exhausted  soldiers  were  forced  back  by  counterattacks. 

Significance :  The  45th  Division's  tenacious  defense,  backed  by  air, 
artillery,  and  naval  gunfire  support,  had  frustrated  Gexman  plans  to  eliminate 
the  Anzio  beachhead.  Since  the  initial  landings,  both  sides  had  sustained 
heavy  casualties  and  would  be  unable  to  mount  major  operations  in  the  near  future. 

Sources :  R.l;  R.2;  R.7;  R.8. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN.  ANZIO) 


Moletta  River  II,  16-19  February  1944 

On  16  February  1944,  the  British  56th  Infantry  Division,  with  the  167th  Infantry 
Brigade  in  the  line,  was  the  target  for  a  diversionary  Osman  attach  designed 
to  draw  Allied  attention  away  from  the  main  effort  to  break  the  Anzio 
beachhead,  made  against  the  US  45th  Division.  The  56th  Division  had  coma 
ashore  in  early  February,  and  on  14  February  it  relieved  the  British  1st 
Infantry  Division  in  defensive  positions  along  the  Moletta  River  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  beachhead. 

The  German  4th  Parachute  and  65th  Infantry  divisions  attacked  at  dawn 
an  16  February  and,  surprising  the  defenders,  broke  through  the  lines  and 
advanced  rapidly.  The  attackers'  mission  was  simply  to  pin  down  the  British, 
but  their  sudden  success  created  a  major  threat  to  the  Allied  beachhead. 

However,  having  planned  to  make  the  main  effort  along  the  Anzio-Albano  rood, 
the  German  command  did  not  have  available  reserves  to  exploit  this  success. 

The  attack  was  eventually  stopped  on  the  first  day  by  reserve  elements 
of  the  56th  Division.  Three  more  days  of  hard  fighting  followed,  and  the 
British  regained  some  lost  ground  before  the  German  counterattack  was 
finally  called  off. 

Significance:  The  Germans  achieved  more  than  their  objective  of  diverting  Allied 
forces  from  the  area  of  their  main  counteroffensive  but  did  not  have  the 
resources  to  exploit  their  unexpected  success.  The  British  presented  a  firm  enough  defense 
to  halt  them  and  thus  contributed  to  the  failure  of  the  German  attempt  to 
drive  the  Allies  off  the  beach. 

Sources:  R.l;  R.2;  R.5;  R.7;  R.8. 


On  21  February,  although  the  all-out  offmaeive  to  destroy  the  Allied 
beachhead  at  Anzio  had  apparently  foiled,  the  Getmens  eounted  nail-scale 
attacks. 

the  US  45th  Division,  which  had  bone  the  brunt  of  the  16  February 
counterattack,  was  attacked  by  the  114th  Light  (Jaeger)  division  supported 
by  armored  units.  Hie  attack  started  wiih  dive  bcabing  of  the  US  positions 
and  an  extremely  intense  artillery  barrage.  Then  OeTnen  infantry  struck  the 
45th  Division.  The  114th  Division,  its  ranks  depleted  in  the  It  February 
counterattack,  was  beaten  back  by  accurate  artillery  end  tank  gunfire. 

On  22  February  the  .  Germans  tried  again  but  were  iwwhlo  to  Mfce  headway, 
particularly  against  the  fire  of  the  180th  Infantry  Regiment.  On  the 
following  day,  the  attack  was  called  off  and  the  Germans  began  to  withdraw 
under  pressure  from  Allied  counterattacks. 

Significance:  This  marked  the  end  of  the  German  attaapt  to  destroy 
the  beachhead. 

Sources:  R.l;  R.2;  R.7;  R.8. 


$  ~3 

& 


Mil 


5*  - 


iP 


£5 


88: 


88 . 88 


si  ii 

ii  ii 

88  88 


11  11 
88  88 


&  ,-v 


4  w  +  w  C'w 


|a  gl 
•a2 


><,  X 

_  »  v 


w  £x 
?n  T  vi 


4-r  +  i 


si  si 


«i  «i 

Og  Ok  Ig  A 

si  si 


S°  S® 

a*  a^ 


If  s  i 

si  si 


ag  a* 

aa  a* 

«s  «i 

3*  8« 

sl  sl 


ii'fis 


aa  aa 


i*  s 


sl  sl 


11111111 


I  i 


oe  «* 

r-i 


v©  *2 

rH  iH  iH  ^ 


<a  <q  < 


If  If  |1  jf  if 

sr  £“  I  a- 


ttUiii 


£L:  1- 


War:  World  War  II,  Italy,  1944 


IDENTIFICATION 
War:  World  War  II 
Italy,  1944 


i 


is  si 


aa  aa 


IS  IS  II 
as  aa  as 


n  u 

aa  aa 


>S 
£  a  p» 


8  ii 


**  In 

H  JS  <  CU 


•g  Co¬ 

nn 

i  >o  iakS 
'  u  K 

:£  5S3 


>  j5  00 

a®> 

*§> 

lsa 


ssa 

HhN 

saa 


|  |  |  |  s  |-| 


I/)  I/)  P*» 

cm  cm  cm  cm 

i  i  i  i 

to  to  to  m 

cm  PM  CM  CM 


00  00 

cm  pm 

i  i 

\0 

PM  PM 


>s  3 


g  -a 

+J  0) 


jz  +->  <u 

HH  t-i 

<  «  . 

I  “  _  >N 


o  -g  oh 

•H  «  -H  « 
NQ  N  H 


H  >N  •»  >> 

G)  rH  <U  !-H 

4->  03  N  <d 

(/)  4-»  N  4-» 


er 


s 

II I 


1  3 

a  (2 


«  I 


1  I  II  *OH 

1  '  ‘  ’  tv'© 

fH 

rv  i 
•  i 

if 

■  i  © 

•  • 

*o 

*■■  o 

<s* 

*0  rH 

©  in 

iTi  ©*. 
rH 

00  < 

^  N  H 

r-v  ©  ©  to  r-t  i/i  m  ld  mm 

•  •  •«  ••  •  •  >  ■ 
OH  O©  i— •  tO  CM  «•  O  rH 


©  OO  fo.  CM 

«  «  k  * 

©  fH  ©CM 


234 

468 

it  tv 

©  o 

rH  rH 

o  m 

rH  in 

t-k  *o 

«k 

rH 

1,524 

1,617 

CM  tv 
©  tv 
rH  CM 

fv  © 

©  rH 

IV  lO 

•k 

rH 

517 

©  o 

rH 

m  o 
*o 

tv  © 

3 

150 

0 

B 

00  o 

© 

100 

92 

100 

96 

152 

107 

rH  lO 
©  00 
CM 

138 

88 

92 

64 

97 

in  o 

v©  © 

CM  Ok 

25  Ok 

tO  CM 

in 

25  o> 

2L! 

«o 

CO  rH 

QQ 

fM 

«  it 

©  m 

00  rH 

00  1 

cm  m 

$  VO 


in©  *o*o  it  in  i—t  oo 

if  ip  r-H  If  t-.  rH  tv  CM 

to  in  *o*o  *o  oo  ©  © 

•k  k>  it  «  A  «  i  kk 

Cv  CM  tv  rH  CM  CM  ©  <— I 

H  H  N  H  i-H 


IflN  *0 

CM  m  00  CM 

©  ©  ©  (O 

•k  kk  kk  kk 

t"  ©  O  CM 

rH  CM  fH 


2  k-H 

P  H  O  f-~ 


tv  *o  ©  in 

it  ©  o  r-t 

©  m  ©  r~ 

«  t*  •*  * 

o>  o  oo  tn 


6.  FACTORS  AFFECTING  OUTCOME 
War:  world  War  II,  Italy,  1944 


7.  COBAT  FORMS  AND  RESOLUTION  OF  OOMBAT 
War:  World  War  II,  Italy,  1944 


IVBfTIFICAIiaN 
War:  World  War  II 
Italy,  1944 
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INTANGIBLE  FACTORS 


War:  World  War  II,  Italy,  1944 


II  Giogio  Pass 


Plan  and 


MAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAM>AH 


Seif  Marla  Infante.  12-13  May  1944 

On  the  right  flank  of  the  US  IT  Corps,  with  the  French  Expeditionary 
Gorps  on  if  right,  the  88th  Division  attacked  on  the  morning  of  12  May, 
as  part  of  Operation  'Diadem,"  the  Allied  offensive  against  the  Gustav  Line. 
Opposing  the  division  were  three  battalions  of  the  German  94th  Infantry 
Division,  an  infantry  battalion  of  the  15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division,  and 
some  elements  of  the  71st  Infantry  Division.  By  noon  the  350th  Regiment  had 
taken  Hill  413,  west  of  Castelforte,  and  reached  Ventosa  and  Cracoli  Hill. 

That  afternoon,  after  the  French  had  cleared  the  north  side  of  the  Castelforte 
Road,  the  regiment  occupied  Monte  Rotondo. 

The  351st  Regiment  attacked  north  toward  Santa  Maria  Infante,  and 
met  such  strong  resistance  that  by  noon  on  12  May  it  was  still  over  a 
thousand  yards  short  of  the  town.  Assisted  by  a  regiment  of  the  85th 
Division  on  the  left,  the  351st  Infantry  finally  overcame  heavy  German 
resistance  and  captured  Santa  Maria  Infante  by  early  morning  of  14  May. 

Sign  icance:  In  this  first  combat  experience,  the  88th  Infantry 
Division  had  given  a  good  account  of  itself  and  taken  its  objectives 
around  Santa  Maria  Infante. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8;  R.11. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN. 
San  Martino,  12-13  Mar  1944 


On  12  May  the  US  8Sth  Division,  an  the  left  of  the  II  Corps  sector,  attacked 
as  part  of  Operation  "Diadem,"  the  offensive  against  the  German 
Gustav  Line.  Opposing  the  85th  were  all  but  three  battalion  of  the 
Genian  94th  Infantry  Division. .  The  338th  Infantry  Regiment,  adjacent 
to  the  88th  Division  on  the  right,  was  to  coordinate  with  that 
division  and  attack  toward  the  high  ground  southwest  of  Santa  Maria 
Infante  known  as  the  S  Ridge.  The  339th  Infantry,  and  elements  of 
the  division's  reserve  regiment,  the  337th,  were  to  seize  San  Martino 
Hill  and  the  Domenico  Ridge,  north  of  Highway  No.  7  along  the  coast. 

Possession  of  this  high  ground  would  give  the  85th  Division 
coranand  of  the  coastal  highway  and  the  road  from  Santa  Croce  northward 
past  Santa  Maria  Infante. 

The  339th  Infantry,  attacking  with  three  battalions,  immediately 
encountered  minefields  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  positions 
occupied  by  the  German  94th  Infantry  Division  and  failed  at  first  to 
make  significant  progress.  On  the  afternoon  of  13  May,  however,  it 
captured  San  Martino  Hill.  The  338th  Infantry  Regiment  also  met  heavy 
opposition  in  its  attack  to  the  S  Ridge.  One  battalion  advanced  to 
Sollaciano  but  had  only  a  foothold  in  the  town  by  the  end  of  the  12th. 

At  the  end  of  13  May  most  of  the  regiment  was  still  held  up  at  the 
S  Ridge. 

Significance:  The  85th  Division,  in  its  first  combat,  made  small 
gains  against  heavy  opposition,  but  inflicted  enough  damage  on  the 
defenders  so  that  they  withdrew  on  the  following  day. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  CAMPAIGN, RQO 


Castellonorato.  14-lS  May  1944 

The  US  8Sth  Infantry  Division,  on  the  left  of  the  II  Corps,  was 
ordered  to  continue  its  attack  through  the  Gustav  Line  and  take  the 
tom  of  Castellonorato  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  Monte  Petrella 
hill  complex.  This  move,  if  successful,  would  outflank  the  strong 
German  fortifications  blocking  the  coastal  road  (Highway  No,  7)  and 
force  the  German  defenders  in  these  positions  to  withdraw,  without 
requiring  a  costly  frontal  assault.  Defending  against  the  85th 
Division  was  most  of  the  German  94th  Infantry  Division. 

The  337th  Infantry  was  assigned  to  make  the  division's  main  effort. 

On  14  May,  the  regiment,  with  the  349th  Infantry  of  the  88th  Division 
covering  its  right  flank,  moved  out  and  took  Hill  108  about  two 
kilometers  east  of  Castellonorato.  Two  platoons  of  tanks  aided  the 
advance  and  provided  long  range  covering  fire  and  close  support  once 
across  Capo  Acqua  Creek.  On  the  morning  of  IS  May,  US  aircraft 
bombed  Castellonorato,  and,  after  a  day  of  street  fighting,  elements 
of  the  337th  Infantry  cleared  the  town. 

The  338th  Infantry,  on  the  left  of  the  337th  Infantry's  advance, 
took  Monte  Penitro ,  southeast  of  Castellonorato,  and  by  15  May  had 
advanced  to  Santa  Croce,  the  southern  terminus  of  the  road  that 
served  as  the  Genian  forward  lateral  line  of  communications .  With 
the  defenses  along  the  coast  outflanked,  the  German  units  in  these 
positions  were  forced tc  withdraw,  and  the  339th  Infantry,  holding  the 
line  in  this  area,  would  be  able  to  follow  uqp  the-  advance  without 
serious  resistance. 

Significance:  The  85th  Division's  successful  attack  on  Castellonorato 
breached  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the  Gustav  Line.  Under  heavy 
pressure,  the  94th  Division's  comnander,  General  Steinnetz,  requested 
permission  to  withdraw  to  more  tenable  positions.  The  German  defense 
was  in  a  crisis  and  only  immediate  action  could  prevent  an  Allied 
breakthrough. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  r ITALIAN  CAMPAIQ1,  ROME) 

Scifflo.  14-15  May  1944 

On  14  Ml/,  the  US  88th  Infantry  Division  attacked  northwest  into  defensive 
positions  in  the  Gustav  Line  in  order  to  widen  the  breach  in  the  German  defenses. 
The  division's  objective  for  the  attack  was  the  town  of  Spigno,  located  on  a 
slope  of  the  Aurunci  Mountains  northwest  of  the  Ausonia  Corridor.  Forces 
opposing  the  Division  were  elements  of  the  German  71st  and  94th  Infantry 
Divisions  and  the  15th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division. 

On  the  right  of  the  division's  sector,  the  350th  Infantry  attacked  along 
the  Ausente  Creek,  past  Monte  Cerri,  and  then  crossed  the  creek  and  turned 
west.  Resistance  was  light,  as  the  Germans  had  withdrawn  the  bulk  of  their 
forces  under  the  cover  of  small  rear  guards.  Widely  dispersed,  the  350th 
Infantry  advanced  cautiously  across  the  Ausonia  Corridor  toward  Spigno. 

Elements  of  the  3*9 th  Infantry  moved  up  the  west  side  of  Ausente  Creek, 
passed  over  Monte  Bracchi,  and  continued  across  the  Ausonia  Corridor  parallel 
to  the  350th  Regiment's  attack,  occupying  the  south  peak  of  Monte  la  Civita. 

The  351st  Infantry,  after  cleaning  German  rearguards  from  Santa  Maria  Infante, 
headed  for  Spigno  and  reached  the  north  peak  of  Monte  la  Civita.  Early  on 
15  May  the  351st  Infantry  seized  the  town.  The  349th  and  350th  Regiments 
had  taken  high  ground  south  of  Spigno  and  controlled  the  south  shoulder  of 
the  Spigno  Gap. 

Significance:  The  88th  Division's  successful  attack  opened  up  the  flat 
terrain  of  the  lower  Ausonia  Corridor  and  facilitated  further  gains  by  the 
French  Expeditionary  Corps  on  the  division's  right.  The  Germans  were  thrown 
off  balance  by  continued  pressure  along  the  entire  front,  and  lacking  strong 
reserves,  were  steadily  forced  out  of  their  Gustav  Line  positions. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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the  US  85th  Division  was  assigned  the  mission  of  attacking  German 
positions  opposite  the  extreme  left  of  the  Allied  Fifth  Amy’s  line 
along  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Gaeta.  with  the  349th  Infantry  Regiment 
and  the  706th  Tank  Battalion  attached,  the  division  advanced  in  two 
coitions  to  the  Acquatraversa  Creek  on  16  May  on  flat  terrain 
along  the  coast  and  in  mountainous  terrain  on  the  division's  right. 

There  resistance  from  elements  of  the  German  94th  Infantry  Division, 
which  had  been  slight,  stiffened.  Confronted  by  intense  German  artillery 
machine  gun,  and  rifle  fire,  the  US  units  halted  for  the  night.  The 
next  day  the  advance  continued.  By  18  May  the  division  had  captured 
Fonda  and  an  important  road  junction  to  the  west.  The  attackers  had 
encountered  minor  opposition.  The  Germans  were  withdrawing  behind  the 
Hitler  Line  defenses  to  the  northwest  and  were  fighting  delaying 
actions. 

Significance:  The  85th  Division  continued  to  pursue  and  keep 
pressure  on  the  retreating  German  units  in  this  engagement. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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Monte  Grande  (Roma),  17-19  tty  1944 

After  breaking  the  Gustav  Line,  the  US  88th  Infantry  Division  vis 
ordered  to  pursue  the  withdrawing  Geirans  through  the  nigged  terrain 
of  the  Aurunci  Mountains  where  the  Genoan  least  expected  a  thrust  by 
the  US  II  Corps*  The  division's  objective  was  Monte  Grande,  a  barren 
height  northwest  of  the  town  of  Itri,  which  coananded  the  junction 
of  Routes  7  and  82.  The  control  of  Itri  would  give  the  II  Corps  a 
chance  to  cut  off  Geraan  units  retreating  along  the  coast  via  Renta  7. 

The  division's  349th  Infantry  Reginaht  was  attached  to  the  8$th 
Division  for  operations  to  the  left  of  the  88th  Division's  sector. 

Opposing  the  US  advance  were  elements  of  the  depleted  Geraan  94th 
Infantry  and  15th  Penzer  Grenadier  divisons. 

On  16  May,  the  351st  Infantry  lied  the  attack  from  Spigno  and 
quickly  advanced  against  light  resistance  past  the  southern  edge  of 
Monte  Sant 'Angelo  to  Monte  Ruazzo.  The  sunaiit  of  Monte  Ruazzo  was 
taken  early  on  17  May,  and  after  a  brief  pause  the  regiment  continued 
west  toward  Monte  Grande.  Early  on  18  May  Geraan  tanks  on  Route  82 
stopped  the  division's  advance.  This  force  had  b aecx  assembled  to  keep 
Route  7  clear  for  retreating  Geraan  units  coming  up  from  positions  near 
the  coast.  Having  outdistanced  the  artillery  in  the  swift  advance 
through  the  Aurunci  Mountains,  the  351st  Infantry  could  only  wait  for 
its  arrival  before  pushing  ahead.  On  the  evening  of  18  May,  the  artillery 
and  the  regiment's  reserve  battalion  moved  up,  and  by  early  morning  of 
19  May  Route  82  had  been  cut  and  the  summit  of  Monte  Grande  to  the  west 
taken. 

Significance:  The  88th  Division  attacked  through  the  rugged  Aurunci 
Mountains  where  the  Germans  least  expected  it.  Although  threatened  with 
encirclement,  German  units  near  the  coast  withdrew  one  step  ahead  of 
the  II  Gorps.  Nevertheless,  the  88th  Division  had  helped  pierce  the 
Gustav  Line  and  in  keeping  up  the  pursuit,  prevented  the  Germans  from 
consolidating  their  units  in  new  defensive  positions. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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The  US  88th  Infantry  Division  continued  to  attack  northwestward 
along  Highway  7  on  20  May,  in  order  to  prevent  Goman  occupation  of 
the  Hitler  Line  and  to  pin  down  as  nany  Goman  units  as  possible  so 
that  the  upcoming  breakout  from  the  Anzio  beachhead  would  have  a 
better  chance  of  success.  The  Gensn  defenders  opposing  the  88th 
Division  were  the  battered  94th  Infantry  Division  and  a  regiment  each 
of  the  15th  and  29th  Panzer  Grenadier  Divisions. 

On  20  May,  units  of  the  349th  Infantry  swiftly  advanced  from  Itri 
to  Bondi,  a  strongpoint  in  the  Hitler  Line,  and, 
in  a  flanking  noneuver  supported  by  armor,  cleared  Bondi  late  in  the 
day.  To  the  north  of  the  349th  Regiment's  axis  of  advance,  the  350th 
Infantry  moved  out  through  rugged  terrain  in  what  was  to  become  a  deep 
thrust  behind  German  lines.  On  21  Hey  the  350th  Infantry  advanced  to 
Monte  Calvo  and  then  to  Roccasecca  on  the  following  day.  On  20  Nay, 
the  351st  Infantry  occupied  Monte  Valletanda  end  on  the  following  day 
continued  to  the  northwest  to  protect  the  350th  Regiment's  right  flank. 

Significance:  The  88th  Division's  successful  attack  kept  heavy 
pressure  on  the  already  shaken  German  defenders  and,  most  importantly, 
prevented  the  consolidation  of  defensive  positions  in  the  Hitler  Line. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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On  19  Mty,  the  05  tSth  Infantry  Division,  an  the  left  of  the  II 
Corps,  continued  its  advance  nortiwestward  to  the  Hitler  line.  The 
II  Corps  f«s  noving  to  link  tg>  with  Allied  forces  froa  the  Anzio 
beachhead  and  trying  to  prevent  the  Genus  from  consolidating  positions 
in  the  Hitler  Line.  Opposed  to  the  85th  Division  were  elomnts  of*  : 
the  depleted  94th  Infantry  Division  and  the  15th  and  29th  Fansar 
Grenadier  Divisions.  With  the  initiative  in  favor  of  the  85th 
Division,  the  retreating  Genus  offered  only  eodeaef  resistance 
and  concentrated  on  trying  to  prevent  units  near  die  coast  from  being 
cut  off  and  surrounded. 

Early  an  22  May,  after  a  pursuit  up  the  coast,  eleaants  of  the 
337th  Infantry  readied  high  ground  about  e  mile  north  of  ISrreciaa, 
the  southern  terminus  of  die  Hitler  Line.  Intense  firs  ftsi  rla— nti  Of 
the  29th  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  and  infiltration  by 
drove  the  Americans  back  to  Monte  Croce.  Later  in  tin 
attach  by  the  537th  Infantry  pushed  closer  to  In  e  ranpieri 

attack  on-23  May  US  troops  reached  the  outskirts  by  *L<toi^ht.  m  the 
hills  north  of  Terracina,  elements  of  the  338th  Infantry  pushed  ahead 
in  a  flanking  movement  over  Monte  San  Stefano  toward  Highway  No.  7  and 
the  German  escape  route.  The  339th  Infantry  in  the  right  of  the  85th 
Division's  sector,  advanced  over  rugged  terrain  toward  Somino  near  the 
edge  of  the  Pontine  Marshes  plain,  which  separated  the  II  Corps  from 
the  Anzio  beachhead. 

Late  an  23  May,  with  the  338th  and  339th  Infantry  threatening  to 
cut  off  their  escape  route,  the  Germans  evacuated  Terracina,  and 
elements  of  the  337  th  Infantry  entered  it  early  on  the  next  day.  On 
the  night  of  23/24  May,  Somino  fell  to  the  339th  Infantry. 

Significance:  The  85th  Division  had  successfully  kept  up  pursuit 
of  German  forces  and  helped  prevent  the  defense  of  the  Hitler  Line. 

Ikm  in  part  to  the  division's  progress,  the  91st  Cavalry  Reconnaissance 
Squadron,  advancing  along  the  coast,  was  able  to  link  up  with  units  from 
the  VI  Corps  at  Anzio  on  25  May. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.6;  R.8. 
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On  23  Itay,  the  British  5th  Infantry  Division  launched  part  of  Operation 
Hippo,  the  diversionary  attack  designed  to  deceive  the  Genans  defending  Anxio 
as  to  where  the  Allied  aain  breakout  effort  was  to  be.  Deployed  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  beachhead,  behind  the  Moletta  River,  the  Sth  Division  was  opposed 
by  the  Goman  4th  Parachute  Division. 

With  amor  suppprt,  the  attack  got  underway  early  on  23  thy,  preceded 
by  an  artillery  barrage.  Goman  Barters  and  aachine  guns  net  the  attack  with 
heavy  fire,  but  the  Sth  Division  crossed  the  river  and  took  L'Aaericano,  a 
town  on  the  left  of  the  division's  front  near  the  coast.  That  night,  a  Geman 
counterattack  struck  the  British  and  drove  than  bade  across  the  Moletta  by 
late  aoming  on  24  May. 

Significance:  Although  the  division's  attack  had  failed  to  gain  ground, 
it  pinned  down  Geman  units  badly  needed  for  defense  against  the  aain  Allied 
effort  in  the  American  sector.  Since  the  4th  Parachute  Division  lay  astride 

the  nost  direct  route  to  Rone,  the  Geman  conaond  was  unable  to  detemine 

* 

whether  or  not  the  agressive  attack  of  the  Sth  Division  against  it  was  the 
Allied  main  effort.  By  the  tine  it  becane  obvious  where  the  nain  effort 
was,  the  4th  Parachute  Division  could  not  move  from  its  positions. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.5;  R.7. 
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Operation  Hippo.  a  diversionary  balding  attack  by  tka  British  1st  and 
Sth  Infmtry  Divisions  Assigned  to  draw  Ganna  attention  and  rainforce- 
aants  away  frcn  the  AUiad  wain  breakout  effort  at  Milo  waa  launched  on 
23  Mar.  The  1st  Dfeteiep,  in  position  sank  of  dpa&Ua>  astride  tha'Ansio- 
Albaao  tend,  was  opposed  by'  tha  Oman  6Sth  Infantry  O&rision  in  fortified 
'positions. 

Early  on  23  ltey,  tha  Division  attadoad  and  quickly  aaewtarad  haary 
aachias  gun  and  aortar  fira.  Littla  prog  rata  was  aada  by  the  divisoe's  3d 
Brlgsds,  and  tha  attachara  suffered  haary  casualties.  After  another  day  of 
battle  during  which  the  65th Division  cawfearattacM,  the  1st  Division  was 
back  in  its  original  positions. 

Sign*#i<aica:  Although  tha  attack  failed  to  Mia  ground,  tha  1st 
Division  successfully  pinned  down  Osman  troops  nasted  to  stop  tha  aain 
effort  of  the  VI  Corps  and  prevented  their  e^oymnt  against  the  US  divisions 
waking  the  attack. 

Sources :  R.3;  R.5;  R.7. 
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Zb  toy  1944,  on  the  left  of  the  VI  Corps,  too  US  1st  Amoved  Division 
mi  to  speutieed  the  initial  effort  to  break  out  fVeu  the  Anxio  beachhead. 
1 to  coafeat  ceendi  with  attached  tank  destroyers  and  supported  by 
infantry  ftm  the  S4th  Division  were  positioned'  to  sake  the  attack. 

Seizing  a  line  along  the  railroad  running  through  Cist  erne  to  Rone, 

.the  division  was  to  proceed  northward  through  the  Velletri  Gap  and 
on  toward  Highway  No.  6  at  VOInontnas.  Defending  ware  the  3d  faaser 
Grenadier  Division  and  elwemts  of  the  342d  Industry  Division. 

On  23  Ns y,  following  a  heavy  artillery  barrage,  the  division 
■owed  out.  On  the  left,  Goebat  Gamed  A  blasted  gaps  through  nine- 
fields,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  sacks  screw  combined  with  a  low  base, 
which  hampered  Geman  artillery  observation,  by  the  and  of  the  day, 

CCA  had  reached  the  Rons  rail  line  in  severe!  places.  Ooafaat  Oomnd  B 
bogged  down  in  minefields  laid  earlier  in  the  spring  by  US  troops. 

Alnost  two  dozen  tanks  were  ianbbilited,  and  OCR  did  not  reach  the 
railroad  until  dark. 

On  24  Mty,  the  division's  tanks,  with  infantry  and  artillary 
sqjport,  noved  forward  through  increasingly  higher  ground,  creased  by 
gullies  and  ravines.  GCB  severed  Highway  No.  7  northwest  of  Cisterns, 
and  elments  pressed  on  to  high  ground  along  the  Colie  di  Ibrrechia. 

OCA,  asanuhile,  advanced  northwest  along  Highway  No.  7  toward  Velletri 
and  higher  ground. 

Oh  25  Hay,  elements  of  the  34th  Division  closed  the  gap  that  had 
opened  between  the  diverging  attacks  of  the  1st  Amoved  Division's  two 
coabat  consuls.  OCA  atteapted  to  advance  on  Velletri,  but  rugged 
terrain  and  a  stiff  Gerean  defense  prevented  major  gains.  A  reserve 
task  force  anved  northeast  and  reached  Giulianello  in  the  Velletri  Gap 
before  dark,  While  GCB  prepared  to  support  the  3d  Division's  advance 
to  Cori  near  the  Lepini  Mow  tains. 

Significance:  In  conjunction  with  the  3d  Division,  the  1st  Amored 
Division  had  breached  the  Gemm  perimeter  defenses  around  the  Anzio 
beachhead.  The  Geraan  units  defending  in  front  of  the  attack  sector 
were  dispersed  and  lost  heavily  in  equipment  und  personnel.  The  1st 
Amored  Division  had  also  incurred  high  losses  but,  with  substantial 
reserves,  it  could  aake  up  for  its  losses  and  continue  to  hold  the 
initiative. 

Sanrti;  r.3;  r.7;  r.8. 
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In  My  1944,  m  pvt  of  the  Min  effort  of  the  VI  Corps  to  brook 
out  fron  tbs  Ansio  btechhead,  tbs  US  Sd  Infantry  Division  ms  to 
brook  tbs  Ginn  lints  at  tbs  town  of  Cisterns,  soiso  tbs  town  and 
saw  Highway  No,  7,  md'thsn  procoad  to  Oori,  southwsst  of  tbs 
Lepini  fountains.  lbs  7  th  Infantry  Ragiamt  in  tbs  esntv  ms  to 
pin  German  totem  in  front  of  dstarm  while  tbs  ISth  and  30th 
regimnts  enveloped  lbs  town  ttm  tbs  rl£*  and  tbs  loft,  Defending 
fron  MU  prepared  positions  mm  alanasts  of  tbs  Gemm  Mb 
Infantry  Division  and  tbs  1028th  Ranter  Grsnadiv  bgbwt  with 
attaebsd  anorad  units. 

At  0630  on  23  My,  aftar  a  hsavy  praparntory  artillaty  barragt, 
tbs  3d  Division  attacked*  lbs  initial  ansauit  surpriaad  tin  Osmans, 
nod  an  AUind  snobs  sernsn  aland  with  boss  hasp  sr art  Osman  observation, 
fortar  and  mrhinagm  firs  fron  Osman  positions  and  thickly  asm 
ninsfialds  soon  slonsd  tbs  division's  prograss,  particularly  in  tbs 
sectors  of  tbs  7th  and  30th  Regiment  i.  By  tbs  and  of  tin  day,  tin 
advance  had  bam  stopped  HI  bay  to  CUtsraa. 

Early  on  24  May,  tin  division  renewed  its  attack.  Deepite  tough 
German  resistance,  tbs  15th  and  30th  Ragimnts  node  good  progress 
around  dstarm  and  savored  Highway  fo.  7  on  both  sides  of  tbs  tom, 

A  night  attack  on  Cisterns  by  two  battalions  of  the  7th  Infantry 
collapsed,  due  to  delays  aaong  the  forming  US  troops  and  a  stiff 
German  defense.. 

Oh  25  My,  the  15th  Infantry  advanced  against  light  resistance 
past  Cisterns  to  the  division's  objective  at  Oori.  The  7th  Infantry 
fought  its  way  into  Cisterns  and,  after  a  tough  fight  eliminating 
German  pockets  of  resistance,  secured  the  town. 

Significants:  With  the  capture  of  Cisterns  and  the  drive  to 
Gori,  the  3d  Division  achieved  its  main  objectives  for  the  initial  Allied 
attack  and  in  the  process  helped  to  crack  the  German  defensive  line 
around  the  Anzio  beachhead.  The  division  had  progressed  slowly  but 
steadily,  and,  while  suffering  heavy  casualties,  it  had  inflicted  severe 
losses  on  the  Germans. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 


In  late  My  1944,  following  the  breakout  fron  the  Anxio  beachhead, 
the  US  SSth  Infbnt ry  Division,  st  Tsrrscins,  on  the  loft  of  tho  toctor 
of  the  US  II  Ccrypo,  mi  onlord  to  contlnun  its  advance  through  high 
ground  overlooking  the  Fonttae  Mtrahas  sad  to  take  Sosso.  The  division 
mi  to  door  out  t— Inlng  Geraen  mits  in  its  path  and  to  block  the 
roods  loading  into  tho*  login!  Mwtains  near  where  the  VI  Osips  was 
than  adds*  its  breakthrough  at  Aieio.  Withdrawing  in 
front  of  the  SSth  Division  wart  olanants  of  tbs  vary  offaetiva  Goman 
29th  tenser  Grenadier  Division. 

TWo  reglmots,  the  338tl  and  339th,  awed  out  on  25  Mey  and  aado 
good  progross  against  negligible  resistance  as  the  Gaman  withdraw. 

C n  the  next  day  further  gains  ware  node  by  both  regiamts,  and  tho 
337th  Regimut  noved  19  behind  the  338th.  On  27  My  the  Division, 
with  the  338th  Infantry  in  the  lead,  took  Sosso. 

Significance:  Tho  steady  advance  of  the  85th  Division  contribued 
not  only  to  tho  collagoa  of  the  ritftt  wing  of  tho  Gomen  Tanth  Amy, 
but  was  now  threatening  tin  rear  of  the  loft  wing  of  the  Gaman 
Fourteenth  Any',  already  in  serious  trouble  because  of  the  VI  Coups 
successful  breakout  fnm  the  Atuio  beachhead. 

Sources;  R.3;  R.6;  R.6. 
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WUttrt. 

Ob  26  Hff,  Fifth  Any  Oonnendsr  Lieutenant  Omni  Ifcrfc  W.  Clark  shifted 
the  axis  of  advance  of  the  Aniio  braakout  attack  fron  northaast  bo  oorthwaat 
through  tha  Alban  Hills  to  tarn.  Tha  US  1st  Axnorad  Division  was  to  knap 
prassura  on  tha  flatten  lias  by  attacking  Valle t-*i,  in  order  to  facilitata 
tha  wain  effort  of  tha  US  34th  and  45th  Infantry  Divisions  near  Cmpoleone. 

Task  Foret  House,  on  tha  right  of  tha  division,  attacked  earthward  past 
Vallatri  in  tha  direction  of  YaLKntone,  tha  original  objective  of  tha  Allied 
breakout.  The  task  fores  sinost  ranched  Higjuay  No.  6  norttnost  of  Vaiaontnea, 
where  Genua  antitank  fire  stopped  the  advance,  and  positions  were  consolidated 
for  tha  night.  The  division's  sain  attack  toward  Vallatri  mt  with  heavy 
Gaxtan  defensive  fire,  tha  intensity  of  which  surprised  the  US  troops,  who 
ware  expecting  light  resistance  from  tha  36 hi  Infantry  Division,  badly  smiled 
in  tha  previous  days'  fighting.  Difficult  terrain  also  slowed  tha  advance, 
and  the  division  soon  withdraw  to  positions  about  1.6  kilonatars  beyond  its 
original  Una  of  departure.  After  duk,  foe  36th  Infantry  Division  aoved  up 
to  occupy  fosse  positions,  and  foe  1st  Axnored  Division  want  into  reserve  to 
prepare  for  foe  exploitation  of  any  advancoa  in  foe  new  attack  to  foe 
northwest. 

Significance:  The  setback  suffered  by  tha  1st  Araored  Division  was 
die  to  several  factors,  not  least  of  which  was  surprise  resulting  from  the 
unexpected  fighting  ability  of  the  362d  Infmtry  Division. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 
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On  26  My  1944,  tha  US  45th  Infantry  Division  attacked  northwest  into 
Uban  Hills  ss  psrt  of  Fifth  Aray  /— nder  Liautsn— t  Gnml  1 hit  V.  C 
to  shift  tbs  ads  of  tbs  Anslo  htsshout  attack  in  that  direction, 
aring  an  artillery  barrage,  tha  division  — d  out  in  the  lata  —rniag 
two-regin.t  front  and  ms  soon  bald  up  by  flanking  —china  gun  fits 
fTOn  troops  of  tha  Get— a  6§th  Infantry  Division.  A  coepeny  of  US  tanks  was 
brought  19  — d  silsncad  tbs  g— s.  Tha  division  advanced  shout  a  ulla  — d 
a  half,  capturing  a  maker  of  prisoners  by  tha  sod  of  tha  day.  Early  on 
27  My,  the  attack  continued  and  —da  so—  progress  before  Qemn  tanks 
slo— d  it  do—  lsto  in  the  day.  us  tanks  fbrosd  tha  Gar—  to  withdraw. 

On  26  My,  Gama n  counterattacks  halted  tha  division’s  advance  on  C— poisons 
Station  and  positions  Short  of  the  station  —re  consolidated  for  tha  night. 

Significance:  The  Gw— n  65th  Infantry  Division  had  ttearted  tha  45th 
Division's  attaapt  to  — to  a  rapid  breakthrough  of  tha  Gat— n  line  in  dm 
Alban  Hills. 

tenc— :  R.3;  R.7;  R.6. 
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On  25  My  1944,  Lieutenant  Omars!  Murk  IT.  da rk,  coaandsr  of  the  Alliod 
Fifth  kray,  ordered  Mjor  Omni  Lucia  K.  Txusoott,  Jr. ,  rmm nder  of  the 
VI  Corps  «t  Ansio,  to  shift  the  axis  of  his  breakout  attack  to  the  northwest 
across  the  Alba  Hills  towards  how.  The  US  54th  and  45th  Infantry  Divisions 
ware  to  asks  the  sain  effort,  striking  against  the  fortified  Caesar  Line, 
Dsfsnding  against  the  34th  Division  was  the  Goran  Sd  Panzer  Grenadier  Division, 
reinforced  by  a  infantry  regiant. 

On  26  My,  the  34th  Division,  a  die  right  of  the  45th,  attacked  and  ande 
aodest  progress  against  light  opposition.  On  the  following  day,  the  34th 
Division  aoved  out  a  a  two-regiant  front  against  initial  light  resistance 
and  reached  the  covering  defenses  of  die  Caesar  Line.  Genoa  artillery  fire 
fron  guns  sited  a  a  low  ridge  in  front  of  the  attackers  stopped  the  advance 
at  die  village  of  Villa  Crocetta.  After  beating  bade  a  counterattack,  the 
division  consolidated  its  positions  for  tha  night.  Furthtr  efforts  to  break 
the  Caesar  Line  at  with  failure  on  28  My,  a  die  defenders  of  die  3d  Panzer 
Grenadier  Division  in  the  fortified  strongpoiat  at  Villa  Crocstta  held  their 
ground. 

Significance:  The  34th  Division  inflicted  and  suffered  heavy  casualties 
in  its  advance  to  die  strongly  fortified  Geran  positions  diet  barred 
the  route  to  Boa  to  which  General  Clark  had  redirected  the  Allied  attack. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 


On  28  My  1944,  is  part  of  Fifth  Any  cc— afar  Lieutenant  Gnml 
Murk  W.  Clark's  plan  to  shift  tht  aids  of  tha  VI  Corps  breakout  attack  to 
ths  northwest,  tha  British  5th  Infantry  Division,  on  tha  amt  loft  of 
tha  Allied  positions,  attacked  across  tha  Moletta  River,  in  support  of  tha 
aain  US  effort  to  die  right.  Defending  against  the  Sth  Division  was  nest  of 
tha  Geraan  4th  Parachute  (Fallschixaj eager)  Division. 

The  British  aoved  out  on  a  two-brigade  front  and,  after  encountering 
initial  difficulties,  crossed  the  Maletta  and  aede  gains  north  of  the  river. 

On  29  Msy,  with  tha  4th  Parachute  Division  withdrawing  to  the  Caesar  Line, 
the  division  gained  note  ground  against  light  resistance.  On  50  Mry, 
L'Ansricano,  near  die  coast,  and  Atdaa,  just  south  of  the  Cesser  Line,  fell 
to  the  British.  Resistance  increased,  and  the  division  stopped  at  die 
Tarto  River. 

i 

Significance;  The  Sth  Division  had  finally  broken  die  defensive  line  along 
the  Miletta  River,  asintaining  pressure  on  die  Geiaens  as  the  Allied  breakout 
continued,  end  saqpanding  the  width  of  the  Allied  breakout.  This  success  had 
been  in  pert  due  to  ths  general  Gsreen  withdrawal  to  the  Caesar  Line  positions. 

Sources;  R.3;  R.Rj  R.7. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (ITALIAN  C/WPAIGN.  Rag) 

Poise  dl  Caapolecoe .  29- I  t  May  1944 

Qti  29  May  1944,  the  US  1st  Armored  and  45th  Infantry  divisions 
attacked  southwest  of  the  Alban  Hills  in  a  move  intended  to  exploit 
an  apparent  weak  point  in  the  German  Caesar  Line  defenses  near 
Campoleone  and  permit  a  rapid  advance  along  the  shortest  route  to 
Rome,  Defending  from  partially  completed  fortifications  in  the 
Caesar  Line  were  the  German  65th  Infantry  Division  and  part  of  the 
3d  Panzer  Grenadier  Division. 

On.  29  Miy,  Combat  Comnands  A  and  B,  the  latter  on  the  left, 
attacked  with  artillery  support  including  the  guns  of  a  French 
cruiser.  OCB  Was  supported  by  the  180th  Infantry  on  the  left,  while 
CCA  was  supported  on  the  right  by  the  179th  Infantry  and  one  battalion 
of  the  6th  Armored  Infantry.  The  initial  advance  moved  rapidly,  with 

CCS  taking  the  Campoleone  railroad  station  by  noon,  and  tanks  of  GCA 

• 

driving  north,  bypassing  enemy  strongpoints.  The  1st  Armored  Division 
tanks  soon  outdistanced  the  infantry,  which  encountered  heavy  resistance 
following  in  the  wake  of  the  armor.  When  the  leading  tank  elements  of 
OCA  encountered  outpost  positions  of  the  Caesar  Line,  the  advance  on 
the  right  slowed  but  continued  forward.  However,  the  supporting  6th 
Armored  Infantry  units  could  not  break  the  defenses  and  were  forced 
back  by  a  counterattack  to  positions  about  1.6  kilometers  north  of 
Campoleone  Station.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  the  combined  operation 
had  made  moderate  gains  at  the  cost  of  heavy  losses  of  men  and  tanks. 

On  30  May,  more  infantry  units,  including  a  battalion  of  the 
135th  Infantry  Regiment,  34th  Division,  were  conmitted  to  the  attack. 
Operations  in  the  morning  produced  negligible  gains,  and  in  the 
*  afternoon,  CCB  and  the  180th  Infantry  progressed  north  only  to  the 
Fosso  di  Campoleone.  German  reinforcements,  including  antitank  weapons, 
were  continually  moved  up  to  stop  the  attack  and  used  to  good  effect 
on  31  May,  limiting  the  attackers  on  that  day  to  minor  gains. 

Significance:  Strong  German  defenses  of  the  Caesar  Line  and  a 
quick  reaction  thwarted  General  Truscott's  plan  to  break  the  German 
line,  using  the  1st  Armored  Division  as  an  armored  wedge.  Although 
some  progress  had  been  made,  losses  were  heavy. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 
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On  29  May  1944,  the  US  34th  Infantry  Division  attacked  northeast 
into  the  Caesar  Line  defenses  in  front  of  Lanunrio  and  centered  around 
Villa  Crocetta  and  the  San  Gennaro  Ridge.  Goman  positions  in  this 
sector  of  the  line  wire  heavily  fortified  and  occupied  by  units  of 
the  3d  Panzer  Grenadier  Division. 

Following  a  30-minute  artillery  preparation,  the  34th  Division 
moved  out  early  on  29  May.  On  the  right  of  the  attack  sector,  German 
armor  slowed  the  advance.  Taking  the  crest  of  the  San  Gennaro  Ridge 
during  the  day,  the  attackers  were  driven  off  by  mortar  fire  to 
their  original  positions.  On  the  left,  the  initial  attack  on  Villa 
Crocetta  was  stopped  by  German  machine  gun  and  mortar  fire.  An 
afternoon  attempt  to  seize  the  town  in  an  enveloping  maneuver  succeeded, 
but  a  German  counterattack  forced  the  US  units  to  withdraw  to  their 
original  positions. 

On  30  May,  following  an  artillery  preparation,  the  division  resumed 
its  efforts,  but  once  again  heavy  defensive  fire  prevented  the  consolidation 
of  ground  gained.  On  31  May,  despite  numerous  Allied  air  sorties, 
machine  gun  and  mortar  fire  from  Caesar  Line  positions  still  prevented 
the  division  from  advancing.  On  1  June,  part  of  the  San  Gennaro  Ridge 
was  taken,  but  the  Germans  continued  to  hold  positions  on  the  high 
ground.  Troops  of  the  34th  Division  advanced  to  Villa  Crocetta,  where 
heavy  German  fire  halted  them  and  drove  them  back  to  their  original 
line. 


Significance:  The  division  was  attacking  up  against  some  of  the 
most  strongly  prepared  positions  facing  the  VI  Corps  in  the  Casesar 
Line.  Repeated  attempts  by  the  34th  Division  had  gained  little  ground 
by  1  June,  and  the  division  was  still  short  of  Lanuvio  and  seemingly 
far  from  making  a  breakthrough. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 
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The  US  85th  Division  was  ordered  to  attack  the  Gasman  lines  in 
the  region  between  Velletri  and  Valaontone.  On  the  30th  the  division 
was  opposite  Lariano,  facing  part  of  the  crack  Gasman  Heteenn 
Goering  Panzer  Para^ute  Divlsicn  and  elements  <?f  the  6Sth,  94th, 
and  334th  tofantry  Divisions,  the  Germans  were  well  dug  in,  their 
defensive  posture  assisted  by  the  difficult  terrain  and  a  railroad 
ahudanat  north  of  the  town.  A  pre-offansive  operation  by  the 
division  cm  31  May  secured  a  line  of  departure  for  the  wain  II 
Corps  attack  the  next  day,  and  the  division  prepared  to  aove  on  the 
Mgfr  ground  in  conjunction  with  the  3d  Division  cm  its  right. 

At  0500  on  1  June,  the  85th  Division  and  II  Corps  began  the 
final  drive  on  Rene.  The  338th  Infantry  on  the  right  smmg  into 
action  north  of  Lariano  and  fought  ouch  of  the  day  against  determined 
opposition.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  however,  German  resistance  let 
up,  and  the  enemy  began  to  withdraw.  The  338th,  reinforced  by  the 
351st  Infantry  of  the  88th  Division,  followed  and  began  the  pursuit. 

On  the  left  the  339th  Infantry  advanced  against  sporadic  resistance 
and  seized  Castel  d’Ariano,  the  highest  point  in  the  Maschio  d’Ariano 
hill  mass. 

On  2  June  the  8Sth's  advance  began  to  gather  steam.  The  division 
having  regrouped  during  the  night,  attacked  with  all  three  of  its 
regiments  abreast.  The  Germans  withdrawal  accelerated  and  resistance 
was  not  heavy,  except  in  front  of  the  337th  Infantry,  (to  this  day 
the  division  pulled  two  miles  ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  Fifth  Army. 

Cn  4  June  the  division  entered  Rome. 

Sigpc^r«nr»:  Maintaining  pressure,  the  85th  Division  had 

achieved  a  major  objective,  Rome. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.8. 


aid  since  26  Ifcy  the  VI  Ooxps’ s  advance 


lad  been  stalled  at  the  German  "C"  (or  Caesar)  Line  west  of  the  Alban  Hills 
the  corps  had  sustained  heavy  casualties  and  gained  little  ground 
in  return.  Mm  ths  ittack  was  reneeed  all  along  fircnt  on  1  June 


the  45th  Division,  straddling  the  Via  Aatiate  or  Albano  Road,  faced 
the  Genua  65th  Infantry  Division,  each  of  the  3d  Peaxer  Gwnadier 
Division,  and  various  saaller  units,  patched  together  to  defend  a 


network  of  fbraddable  strongpoints . 

Although  the  outcone  of  the  battle  as  a  thole  had  already  been 
largely  by  the  36th  Division’s  unopposed  seizure  of  Monte 
Artemisio  (30  May-1  JUne),  the  Geraans  were  determined  to  resist  • 
bitterly  for  a  few  days  more  east  and  west  of  the  penetration,  in 
order  to  gain  tine  for  the  Tenth  Army  to  withdraw  north  of  the  Tiber. 

Thus,  then  the  45th  Division  resunsd  the  advance,  with' air 
support,  at  0530  the  battle  rapidly  assumed  desperate  proportions. 

The  179th  Infantry,  leading  the  advance  on  the  right,  made  little 
progress  against  stiff  resistance.  Severe  casualties  forced  its 
second  battalion  to  halt  and  reorganize.  The  regiment  did  repel  a 


counterattack  by  the  German  Infantry  Lehr  Regiment  at  1900. 

The  180th  Infantry,  attacking  to  the  left  of  the  Via  Anziate 
at  0600,  advanced  almost  a  kilometer  but  was  prevented  from  going 
farther  by  an  exposed  right  flank.  At  2350  this  regiment ,  too, 
repelled  a  German  counterattack. 

On  the  morning  of  2  June  the  Germans  were  still  in  position  and 
full  of  figit.  Again,  progress  was  slow.  The  defenders  resisted 
from  strongpoints  with  heavy  mortar,  artillery,  and  automatic  weapons 
fire.  Day  and  night  German  counterattacks  were  repelled  by  the  2d 
Battalion,  135th  Infantry  (attached) ,  and  the  179th  Infantry.  Five 
tanks  supporting  the  advance  were  knocked  out. 

By  2240  of  2  June  all  enemy  activity  in  the  45th' s  front  had 
ceased,  and  on  the  morning  of  3  June  the  Germans  were  in  full  retreat 


toward  Rome  and  the  Tiber  bridges. 

SigniftcftTr-e:  The  Germans  had  gained  a  little  time  for  their 

withdrawing  forces. 


Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 
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wb  m  a  troufci  aaaeyga 
mmsmjcuaum. 

As  part  of  lilt  US  II  Corps  drive  through  the  Valmontone  Gap  and  north 
of  tht  Alban  Stills  to  Hue,  the  3d  Inf  entry  Division  was  to  attack  to 
tape  yiiMBBtap  am  tun  proceed  noraieit  to  cover  tm  npB  tuu 
of  the  rut  of  tlu.eups  for  the  neve  up  ttLgUay  No.  6  to  HUe.  Armored 
units  of  Ibsk  Force  House  would  advance  on  the  division's  left  and  the 
1st  Special  Service  Force  on  the  Tight.  Defending  from  hastily  prepared 
positions  south  of  VbUmfts ne  were  pert  of  the  GUM*  Hermann  Gearing 
Fuser  Parachute  Division  and  remnts  of  the  94th* 334th,  and  715th 
In&ntry,  end  3d  Fuser  Grenadier  divisions. 

At  0500  an  1  June,  the  3d  Division  end  its  attached  units  attacked. 
Resistance  was  heavy.  Ch  the  left  the  30th  Infantry  Regiment  and  Task 
Force  House  eede  some  gains,  but  they  were  still  Short  of  Highway  6 
by  dark.  The  15th  Infantry,  after  repulsing  Garun  assured  counterattacks, 
reached  the  highway  southeast  of  Valnontcme  and,  during  the  night  of  1/2 
June,  harassed  retreating  German  forces  on  the  rood.  Southeast  of 
Valmontone,  the  1st  Special  Service  Force  seised  the  road  junction 
at  Golle  Ferro,  severing  Highway  6  at  this  point  and  opening  the  road 
for  advancing  units  of  the  French  Expeditionary  Corps. 

During  the  morning  of  2  June,  after  German  resistance  south  of 
Valmontone  was  mopped  up,  troops  from  the  30th  Infantry  entered  the 
town,  while  the  7th  Infantry  and  Task  Force  House  crossed  Highway  6 
at  Labico,  northwest  of  Valmontone.  Elements  of  both  regiments  and 
Task  Force  House  proceeded  northwest  later  in  the  day  to  high  ground 
around  Palestrina,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  to  cover  the  right  flank 
of  the  II  Corps.  The  15th  Infantry  advanced  north  of  Highway  6  and 
set  up  positions  to  cover  the  division's  right  flank. 

Significance:  The  attack  up  the  Valmontone  Gap  had  succeeded  in 
severing  Highway  6  and  allowed  the  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  II  Corps 
to  Rome. 

Sources:  R.3;  R.7;  R.8. 
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Thrto-Tibor.  3-4  1944 


In  early  June  1944,  the  British  1st  and  5th  infantry  divisions 
were  to  continue  to  advance  northwest  to  the  Tiber  River  as  part  of 
the  Allied  drive  on  Roan.  The  divisions  occupied  the  ertTaae  left 
of  the  Allied  line  with  the  5th  Division's  left  flank  anchored  on 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea.  Defending  against  the  British  was  the  Genan 
4th  Parachute  (Rsl Inching  eager)  Division. 

Driving  through  the  Caesar  Line  positions  north  of  Ardea  on 
3  June,  the  1st  and  5th  divisions  encountered  serious  resistance  but 
Managed  to  aahe  sous  gains.  A  Genan  withdrawal  had  been  in  effect 
free  points  all  along  the  line,  but  since  the  British  divisions  had 
not  node  aty  efforts  to  attack  during  the  days  preceding  the  3  June 
attack,  the  4th  Parachute  Division  was  still  in  defensive  positions. 

Significance:  Although  the  1st  and  5th  divisions  had  not 
broken  through  to  the  Tiber  River  they  had  kept  pressure  on  the 
right  of  the  Genan  line  facilitating  advance  of  the  remainder  of  the 
VI  Corps,  and  the  II  Corps,  toward  Roan. 

Sources:  r.j.  r.s. 
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In  Sflabr  1944,  tin  UB  99th  Division,  and  the  US  91st  Infantry 
Division  on  its  loft,  on  tits  wrtr—  right  of  tht  US  XX  Oorps  soctor, 
wn  assigned  tin  mission  of  attacking  tht  stractofic  II  6iot°  Vast 
in  the  control  ragtoadf  tin  Unman  Gothic  Una  fortifications. 

Cn  13  Saptaahar,  olanaats  of  two  rtglnanta  of  tha  85th  Division 
approachsd  dnfaaan a  aroand  H  dofD  Pass  ocayiad  by  the  12th 
Parachute  fagbunt  of  tha  Oman  4th  tiiadwta  Division.  Heavy  firs 
from  anil  anas,  machine  pas,  and  aortara  not  tha  attachars.  Firii* 
from  fortified  positions  on  coanadiaf  tnrrain,  tha  defenders  hold  up 
tha  85th  Division's  attack  diroctly  to  tha  asst  of  U  Giopp  Hass  for 
fivn  days  dsspito  intonsa  Mm rican  tactical  air  and  artillery  support 
and  tho  candtnent  of  alnaawta  of  tha  division's  third  laglaaot. 
Bvontually,  overwhelming  Anertcaa  strength  crsckad  tha  dafaaaaa,  and 
the  85th  Division  sailed  three  conaandins  heights  on  Monts  Verruca, 

Monte  Altuzzo»snd  ttnta  Pratone  by  18  Saptartwr. 

Significance;  lha  breaching  of  tha  Gothic  Lino  at  II  Giogo  Pass, 
together  with  the  asjor  offensive  of  tha  Irltish  Eighth  Any  against 
the  line  to  the  east,  put  Allied  forces  in  a  position  to  approach  themain 
Genoan  defenses  to  the  north.  The.ruppd  terrain,  inclement  weather, 
and  strength  of  the  Genua  defenses  slowed  the  Allied  advance  until  tha 
following  spring. 

Sources:  P.4;  R.3;  9.8. 
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HORLD  mjl  IS gggg  gESlft  WH 
St.  Lo,  11*18  July  1944 

In  early  July  1944  the  First  United  States  Army,  holding  the  right  flank 
and  right- canter  of  the  Allied  Normandy  bridgehead,  counted  a  aeries  of 
operations  designed  to  secure  favorable  terrain  tad  a  line  of  departure  for 
breakout  operations  to  the  southeast.  A  major  objective  of  these  operations 
was  the  market  town  of  St.  Lo,  a  road  center  second  in  importance  only  to 
Caen  andthe  point  of  origin  of  two  major  roads  leading  to  the  south.  The 
capture  of  St.  Lo  and  the  high  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  were  the 
assigned  objectives  of  the  US  29th  Infantry  Division,  commanded  by  Major 
General  Charles  H.  Gerhardt.  To  capture  the  town  the  division  would  have 
to  advance  generally  uphill  against  German  prepared  and  fortified  positions 
in  difficult  hedgerow  country. 

On  11  July,  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation,  the  division  was  deployed 
northeast  of  St.  Lo  with  its  right  flank  near  Villiers  Fossard  and  its  left  • 
flank  northeast  of  St.  Andre  de  l'Epine.  The  Germans  defending  St.  Lo 
consisted  of  elements  of  two  divisions:  in  the  west  was  a  kanpfgruppe  of 
the  352d  Division,  while  in  the  east  the  ground  was  defended  by  a  regiment 
of  the  3d  Parachute  Division.  The  German  forces  were  cownanded  by  General 
Eugen  Meindl  and  were  organized  for  defense  in  depth.  Key  positions  were 
Hill  122  north  of  St.  Lo  and  the  Martinville  Ridge  northeast  of  the  town. 

The  29th  Division  offensive  was  launched  on  11  July  and  made  slow,  steady 
progress  until  18  July,  when  St.  Lo  was  captured.  The  Germans  made  frequent 
counterattacks  but  were  handicapped  by  their  lack  of  reserves.  The  Germans 
withdrew  to  the  hills  south  of  St.  Lo,  where  they  organized  a  new  defensive 
line.  The  29th  Division,  much  fatigued  by  the  hedgerow  fighting,  was  replaced 
in  the  line  by  the  35th  Division  on  the  19th. 

Significance:  The  29th  Division  achieved  its  objectives  after  a  difficult 
fight.  The  First  Army,  as  a  result  of  similar  successes  all  along  the  line, 
gained  ground  suitable  as  a  line  of  departure  for  Operation  "Cobra,"  the 
breakout  from  the  Normandy  bridgehead. 

Sources:  S.l. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (gJBOPBAN  THEATER,  1944) 


Operation  18-20  July  1944 

In  mid- July  1944  the  British  Second  Army,  coonaaded  by  General  Sir  Miles 
C.  Daqpsey,  held  the  left  ("British")  sector  of  the  Allied  Normandy  bridgehead. 
Die  left  wing  of  tills  army,  composed  of  three  corps  —  the  II  Canadian  Corps 
and  the  British  VIII  and  I  Corps  —  held  the  city  of  Caen  on  tite  west  bank  of 
the  Orne  River  and  a  small  bridgehead  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  German 
forces  opposed  to  the  British  in  the  Caen  sector  consisted  of  two  powerful 
corps  —  the  UQCXV1  Corps  on  the  right  and  the  I  SS  Panzer  Corps  on  the  left. 
These  corps  belonged  to  Panzer  Group  West  under  the  overall  command  of  General 
Heinrich  Eberbach. 


British  General  Sir  Bernard  L.  Montgomery,  the  overall  commander  of 
Allied  ground  forces  in  Normandy,  planned  a  breakout  attempt  to  be  launched 
from  the  Second  Army's  Orne  bridgehead  along  the  Caen-Falaise  axis  on  18 
July.  Die  attack  was  to  be  preceded  by  a  massive  aerial  bombardment  —  the 
greatest  ever  attempted  to  that  time  —  by  US  and  British  bombers.  Die  main 
effort  was  to  be  made  due  south  from  the  bridgehead  by  the  armor  of  the  VIII 
Corps.  Die  I  Corps  an  the  left  and  the  II  Canadian  Corps  on  the  right  would 
advance  simultaneously,  protecting  the  flanks  of  the  armored  corps.  Montgomery 
hoped  at  the  least  to  prevent  the  Germans  transferring  their  armored  reserves 
to  the  west  to  oppose  the  planned  breakout  by  US  troops  (Operation  "Cobra") 
and  at  the  most  to  achieve  a  breakthrough  of  the  German  front  north  of  Falaise . 

Die  British,  however,  had  seriously  underestimated  the  depth  and  strength 
of  the  German  defensive  zone  southeast  of  Caen,  and,  despite  the  achievement 
of  surprise  and  the  effects  of  the  air  bombardment  and  artillery  preparation, 
the  advance  on  the  first  day  was  only  eight  kilometers.  During  the  next  two 
days,  the  19th  and  20th,  gains  were  even  more  limited.  During  the  afternoon 
of  the  20th  a  violent  thunderstorm  occurred  and  made  the  ground  unsuitable  for 
the  use  of  armor.  At  that  point  "Goodwood"  was  called  off. 

Significance:  Die  British  failed  to  break  through  the  German  defensive 
zone  on  the  Caen  Plain.  Disappointment  in  the  limited  results  obtained  by  the 
Goodwood  operation  was  keen  at  Allied  headquarters.  The  focus  of  Allied 
breakout  attempts  now  shifted  to  the  west  where,  shortly,  "Cobra"  would  be 
mounted. 

Sources:  s.l. 
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Qc tea.  25-26  July  1944 

In  order  to  break  out  through  the  German  defan— a  holding  Allied 
forces  in  Normandy,  Operation  Oobra  mm  initiated  on  25  July.  After 
a  false  start  because  of  a  rain  delay  on  24  July,  a  massive  boobing 
attack  carpeted  the  Genoa  defense  areas  in  the  early  aoming,  followed 
by  a  concentrated  ground  attack.  The  9th  and  30th  Infantry  divisions 
of  the  US  VII  Corps,  rn—mlefl  by  Kbjor  General  J.  Lawton  Collins,- struck 
the  defenses  of  the  Genian  IXCOV  Corps.  Although  the  Panzer  Lehr 
Division,  which  was  deployed  directly  in  front  of  the  VII  Corps,  mss 
badly  hit  by  the  aerial  boebardnant,  survivors  of  the  attack  rallied 
to  resist  the  attack  of  the  US  infantry.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  the 
German  lines  had  been  penetrated,  but  no  major  breakthrough  had  been 
achieved. 

Gh  26  July  General  Collins  coanitted  units  from  corps  reserve, 
including  elements  of  the  2d  and  3d  Armored  divisions,  to  exploit  the 
breach  in  the  German  lines.  Although  this  move  mss  a  gamble,  since 
the  gains  made  the  day  before  were  not  considered  sufficient  for  the 
tanks  to  maneuver,  ths  gamble  worked.  Combat  Gouoand  A  of  the  2d 
Armored  Division  drove  deep  through  weak  Genian,  defenses  on  the  left 
of  the  VII  Corps  attack,  and  by  nightfall  it  was  evident  that  a  breakthrough 
had  been  achieved. 

Significance:  The  massive  attack  in  the  VTI  Corps  area  resulted 
in  a  breakthrough  of  German  defenses  west  of  St.  Lo  and  ended  the 
stalemate  on  the  right  of  the  Allied  line  in  Normandy. 

Sources:  S.l. 


At  2400  hours  on  6  August  1944  thrae  panzer  division  of  tbs  German 
XLVII  Panzer  Corps  attacked  front  line  positions  of  tbs  US  VII  Corps  dost 
Mortain.  The  objectives  of  shot  mas  to  be  later  known  as  tbs  Mortals 
Counterattack  were  to  divide  tbe  US  First  Any  from  the  US  third  Axmy,  sad 
to  restore  the  static  warfare  conditions  that  had  characterized  the  fighting 
in  the  Nonwndy  beachhead  during  June  and  July  of  1944. 

Without  an  artillery  preparation,  the  Gernan  attack  struck  the  US  30th 
Division,  achieving  deep  initial  penetrations  an  the  division's  right  and 
left  flanks.  The  2d  Battalion,  120th  Infantry  Regiment,  aanaged  to  take 
up  defenses  on  Hill  317  east  of  Mortain.  These  US  troops  had  excellent 
observation  of  German  troop  movements,  and  thus  called  down  artillery  fire 
that  hindered  the  advance  of  the  left  wing  division  of  the  XLVII  Panzer 
Corps.  During  daylight  hours  on  7  August  US  artillery  and  Allied  tactical 
air  support  pounded  the  German  amor  stacked  up  in  crowded  penetration 
corridors.  By  8  August  the  German  attack  had  lost  all  momentum,  while  US 
units  advancing  southeast  of  tbe  counterattack  sector  threatened  to  sever 
the  conplex  of  German  withdrawal  routes  from  Normandy.  On  8  August  the  US 
35th  Division  was  conaitted  to  eliminate  the  German  left  wing  penetration, 
while  other  units  of  the  3d  Armored  and  30th  Infantry  Division's  counterattacked  to 
the  north.  By  12  August  the  2d  Battalion,  120th  Infantry,  on  Hill  317  was 
relieved,  after  holding  out  for  nearly  a  week,  and  the  front  lines  around 
Mortain  were  restored  to  their  6  August  positions. 

Significance:  The  Mortain  Counterattack  failed  largely  because  of  the 
30th  Division's  staunch  defense.  With  the  advance  to  the  east  of  the  Third 
Army,  German  units  in  Normandy,  rather  than  throwing  the  Allies  into  the 
sea,  were  soon  threatened  with  encirclement. 

Sources:  SI.;  S.6;  S.9. 
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On  IS  August  Ccnbat  Co— nd  B,  7th  Axnored  Division,  IB  XX  Corps, 
approached  Chartres  1st*  in  the  day,  but  encountered  stiff  resistance  fras 
infantry  and  artillery  fire.  The  asset  day  two  onlinm  of  CCS  attacked, 
one  fron  the  ncnrtteliat  and  one  fras  the  southwest,  and  two  battalions  of 
OCR  also  struck  fras  the  north.  The  city  was  a  headquarters  where  the 
Gar—  First  Any  reorganized  shattered  divisions,  nod  parts  of  the  17th  SS  Panzer 
Grenadier  Division  and  the  35 2d  Infantry  Division  were  there  when  Has  US 
tanks  attacked.  With  tanks  and  artillery  they  resisted,  and  prevented  the 
US  forces  fron  capturing  the  entire  city.  Mock  of  it  renained  in  Goman 
hands  until  other  US  units  arrived  to  secure  it. 

Significance:  Although  part  of  Chartres  had  been  captured,  it  would 
take  two  wore  days  of  fighting  before  the  rest  of  it  was  taken  by  US  troops. 
Sources:  s.l. 
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Participating  in  tin  Third  Army's  drive  to  the  upper  Seine  River, 
the  US  7th  Armored  Division  advanced  on  die  left  wing  of  the  XX  Corps. 

Oh  21  September,  Ooebet  Coeends  A  and  Reserve  node  rapid  advinees 
toward  the  Seine,  and  on  the  meat  day  OCR  reached  Melon,  finding  the 
bridges  that  linked  the  two  beaks  with  the  island  portion  of  the  city 
still  intact.  Two  assaults  on  22  Aaguat  failed  to  taka  the  first 
bridge.  Before  OCR  was  able  to  attack  on  die  ooming  of  23  August, 
the  Geneeas  —  a  reinforced  reginent  of  the  48th  Infantry  Division  — 
blew  up  the  bridges. 

GCA  reached  the  Seine  north  of  Melun  near  Ponthierry  late  on 
23  August  and  areored  infantryman  crossed  in  assault  boats  at  Tilly, 
north  of  Ponthierry.  A  brief  but  heavy  rains  tore  late  in  the  night 
turned  the  ground  into  a  quapdre  that  Gamen  tanks  could  not  cross 
and  precluded  effective  counterattacks  against  the  bridgehead. 

Upstream  at  Melun,  the  XX  Corps  rroMisHug  officer.  Major  General  Walton 
H.  Welker,  ordered  one  company  to  areas  over  pest  of  the  dwanliehed 
bridge  span  to  the  island  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  Heavy  Genian 
defensive  fire,  inflicting  numerous  casualties  on  OCR  troops,  prevented 
any  further  advance. 

Early  on  24  August,  engineers  anpleted  a  treadway  bridge,  near 
Tilly  and  armor  of  GCA  and  GCB,  just  arriving  from  Dreux,  crossed  the 
river.  GCB  drove  south  toward  Melun.  Delayed  briefly  by  roadblocks 
and  mines,  CO  reached  the  east  bank  portion  of  Melun  early  on  25  August 
and  dispersed  the  defenders. ' 

Significance:  The  7th  Armored  Division  had  established  a  solid 
bridgehead  across  the  Seine  near  Melun.  With  similar  successes  by 
other  Allied  units  north  and  south  of  Melun,  the  chances  for  a  German 
defensive  stand  on  the  river  were  eliminated. 

Sources:  S.l. 
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On  21  fcgpttt  the  5th  Tftfmtry  and  7th  Aaond  divisions  of  tho 
US  XX  Oeeps,  in  coordination  with  the  XII  Corps  to  t&e  eouth,  attached 
from  Chartres  towid  tho  upper  Solas  River,  southeast  of  hrii,  in 
onto*  to  clear  th*  NUis-Qrleaaa  gap,  tha  Third  ijy»i  priaacy 
Objective.  Defending  along  «a  SO-kUoaator  front  b  etwee  Oorboil 
and  Montereeu  was  tha  Gemen  4tth  Infantry  Division,  met  of  its 
units  an  tha  aast  side  of  tha  Stiaa. 

After  ethnmrlng  rapidly,  Ooabart  Cammed  A  of  the  7th  Amoved 
Division  crossed  the  Seine  in  assault  boats  at  Tilly  and  established 
a  snail  bridgehead  on  23  >uguet.  OCR  was  unable  to  seise  the  bri4|jM 
at  Malin  on  22  August,  and  an  23  August  a  reinforced  regiaent  of  the 
Geraan  4Sth  Infantry  Regiaent  destroyed  thee.  Major  General  Nklton 
Walker,  caaander  of  the  XX  Crops,  arrived  and  sent  a  ceapaay  of 
amored  infantry  across  to  the  island  on  which  part  of  Nti.ua  is  built, 
hut  Goman  fire  prevented  then  froa  reaching  the  rest  of  the  city  on  the 
east  bank.  Engineers  constructed  a  Ulgjjti)i  bridge  at  Tilly  by  24  August, 
and  CCB,  just  arriving,  crossed  and  heeded  south,  entered  the  east  beak 
of  Melun  early  on  25  August,  and  drove  out  the  Gemsns. 

On  the  right  of  the  7th  Amored  Division  the  11th  Infantry  Regiaent 
of  the  5th  Infantry  Division  took  Fontainebleeu  on  23  August,  Using 
river  boats  one  battalion  crossed  the  river  and  secured  a  bridgehead 
and  drove  off  two  German  counterattacks.  The  rest  of  the  regiaent 
crossed  the  next  day  on  a  treadway  bridge.  The  10th  Infantry,  aeaimhile, 
forded  the  Loing  River  near  where  it  joins  the  Seine,  and  its  vehicles 
crossed  on  a  bridge  at  Nemours.  They  then  advanced  to  Montereeu,  crossed 
the  Seine,  and  on  the  25th  established  a  bridgehead  on  the  east  bank, 
in  spite  of  a  German  counterattack.  The  2d  Infantry  secured  Btaapes, 
pushed  east  to  the  Yoime  River,  and  crossed  it  between  Monteresu  and 
Sens. 

Significance:  Three  bridgeheads  had  been  established  across  the 
upper  Seine  in  the  XX  Corps  sector  alone.  The  XII  Corps  had  seized 
one  farther  south.  The  rapid  advance  of  the  Third  Amy,  following 
heavy  losses  in  the  Falaise  Pocket,  crushed  German  hopes  for  containing 
the  Allied  armies  west  of  the  Seine  River. 

Sources:  s.l. 
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By  S  Septe*er  the  Third  Army  had  received  enough  gasoline  to  min  its 
drive  to  the  Shine  River  and  the  German  border.  The  first  nejor  obstacle  for 
the  XX  Corps  was  the  Moselle  River,  where  units  of  the  LXXXI1  Corps  of  the 
GsiMn  First  Any  held  a  line  between  Thionville  and  Nets,  the  XX  Corps  was 
to  cross  Urn  Sane  River,  SO  Id  lone  ten  east  of  the  Moselle  and  take  Thion- 
ville  and  Mats. 

On  6  Septewber  die  7th  Armored  Division,  leading  die  attack,  aoved  out 
toward  die  Moselle,  with  Cowbst  Co— ends  A  and  B  leading,  in  two  coluwns  each. 

Get— n  resistance  slowed  tbs  advance,  and  it  was  early  on  7  Septeeber  when  the 
23d  Armored  Infantry  Battalion  of  CGB  reached  the  Moselle  south  of  Mats,  at 
Domot.  About  70  asn  crossed  the  river  in  boats,  but  were  forced  to  withdraw. 

Later  in  the  day  units  of  GCA  reached  the  Moselle  north  of  Metz  at  Mondalaage 
and  found  a  potential  crossing  site  st  Hauconcourt.  At  nidday  the  11th  Infantry 
Regiment,  5th  Infantry  Division,  advanced  to  Domot,  and  prepared  to  cross  the  river. 

The  2d  Battalion,  11th  Infantry,  established  a  toehold  on  die  east  bank 
of  the  Moselle  on  the  8th,  but  Ger— n  resistance  made  it  iapossible  to  expand 
it.  On  10  Septewber  it  was  ilnntk— ii,  and  e  new  bridgehead  was  established  by 
the  10th  Infantry,  farther  south.  Engineers  constructed  a  treadray  bridge, 
there,  but  in  the  face  of  a  series  of  Gsi—n  counterattacks  only  limited 
reinforcements  could  be  moved  across  the  river. 

Meanwhile  the  2d  Infantry  Regiment,  5th  Infantry  Division  was  engaged 
against  German  defenses  northwest  of  Metz.  On  8  Septewber  Vemeville  was 
taken.  GCA  and  OCR  joined  the  attack  in  that  area,  encountering  a  stiff  German 
defense,  and  making  slow  progress,  unable  to  advance  to  cfack  the  German  line 
near  Amanvillers. 

On  the  extra—  left  of  the  XX  Corps,  the  90th  Infantry  Division  moved 
out  early  an  7  Septewber,  advancing  slowly,  and  facing  German  counterattacks. 

On  9  Septewber  division  units  were  within  sight  of  the  Moselle,  about  13  kilo¬ 
meters  west  of  Thionville.  For  the  next  two  days  they  continued  to  move  slowly 
forward,  so—  elements  reaching  the  Moselle  south  of  Thionville  by  the  end  of 
the  day  on  11  October. 

Significance:  A  small  bridgehead  had  been  established  across  the  Moselle 
River,  but  determined  German  resistance  had  kept  the  corps  from  making  any 
major  penetrations  in  the  German  line  that  might  lead  to  the  breakthrough  of 
the  US  Third  Army. 

Sources:  S.3. 
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On  12  Septaafeer,  US  engineers  cooplttwd  a  treadway  bridge  omr  th» 
Moselle  Rivrr  into  tb»  5th  latetry  Division's  bridgMwa d  opposite  Arnsville. 
The  31st  Tank  Battalion  of  CcMbat  Coaaand  B,  7th  Anond  Division,  and  a 
tank  destroyer  conpam  soon  crossed.  On  13  Qspffesr,  Genan  artillery  fixe 
pertly  destroyed  the  bridge  across  tits  Moselle  and  harassed  the  crossins  site. 
After  attwgts  by  the  infantry  units  to  amend  the  bridgehead  failed,  OCB 
■anted  an  attack  along  the  southarn  part  of  the  bridgehead  in  an  attanpt 
to  opand  the  perinster  for  farther  operations  against  Mm.  Goman  artillery 
and  antitank  fixe  around  the  tom  of  Any  broke  vp  the  attack.  Elsewhere 
along  the  XX  Corps  front  little  activity  took  place  on  13  September.  At 
Thicnville,  north  of  Metz,  the  Gemma  had  evacuated  to  the  east  bank  of  the 
Moselle,  and  the  90th  Infantry  Division  drew  up  plans  for  s  river  crossing. 
Northwest  of  Metz,  the  2d  Infantry  Beginant,  5th  Division,  continued  to 
attack  to  regain  ground  lost  in  a  Goman  counterattack  on  11  September. 

Significance:  Genan  defenses  around  Metz  had  for  the  aost  part  held . 
up  until  13  September.  The  5th  Division's  bridgehead  offered  the  best 
chance  for  exploitation,  and  XX  Corps  units  began  to  shift  positions  to 
prepare  for  operations  east  of  the  Moselle. 

Sources:  S.3. 


In  mid-Septawber  1944,  while  Goabat  Or— ml  A  of  the  OS  4th  Armored 
Division  we*  at  the  #nc  of  tbs  Money  bridgahaad  sons  40  VUouaten  out  of 
ths  Nacelle  River  awaiting  orders  to  rasuae  the  offensive  to  tbs  Saar 
River,  eleaents  of  tha  Goman  LVIII  Panzer  Corps,  on  tho  right  wing  of  the 
Fifth  Panzer  Any,  wort  preparing  to  oountorattack  and  das  troy  tin  4th 
Armored  Division's  bridgehead  position.  Hasty  prsparstions  ware  aada  for  tin 
Gaxaan  attack,  as  tha  113th  Panxar  Brigade  asseablad  north  of  tin  Nmn~Bhim 
Canal,  and  tha  111th  Panzar  Brigade  aovad  toward  tin  area. 

On  19  Saptaabar,  under  tha  cover  of  aoming  fog,  tin  113th  Panxar 
Brigade  attacked  GCA's  positions  fron  tin  southeast.  Poor  weather 
conditions  prevented  US  aircraft  fron  flying,  but  they  also  allowed  US 
amor  to  dose  to  short  range  of  Gemsri  tanks  where  US  tank  guns  could 
penetrate  their  amor  plate.  For  tha  next  three  days  the  Germans  aada  a 
series  of  probes,  cautious  and  with  snail  when  of  tanks.  Gn  20  and  21 
September  OCA  executed  a  sweeping  operation  to  end  tin  Garmon  snored  threat. 
As  on  the  first  day  of  the  attack,  Gamut  losses  were  far  greater  than 
GCA's  losses.  On  22  September  the  111th  Panzer  Brigade  had  finally  arrived 
and,  attacking  fron  the  northeast,  penetrated  GCA's  cavalry  squadron  in 
outpost  positions.  But,  with  clearing  weather  in  the  afternoon,  US  tactical 
air  support  aided  mediua  tanks  of  CCA  in  stopping  the  111th  Panzer  Brigade's 
advance. 

Significance:  Despite  the  lack  of  effective  US  air  cover  for  most  of 
battle,  the  Germans  failed  to  employ  their  tanks  in  mass  against  CCA  of  the 
4th  Armored  Division,  thus,  instead  of  a  German  breakthrough,  the  less 
powerfully  armed  US  tanks,  closing  to  short  ranges  with  the  German  tanks, 
were  able  to  inflict  high  losses  on  the  attackers  and  prevent,  any  penetration 
to  the  Moselle  River. 

Sources:  P.6;  S.3;  S.10;  S.17. 
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lift  let*  Saptaaher  1944,  the  US  XIX  Coupe  of  the  First  US  Any  ms 
ortnei  to  attack  Genoa  Siegfried  Line  positions  north  of  the  city  of 
Aachm,  pn— trace  the  Sanaa  fortifications  belt  asst  of  the  Man  River, 
sat  drive  southeast  to  lfcdt  op  with  the  US  VII  Corps  and  surround  Aachen, 
fro  rajlsawri  of  the  30th  Infantry  Division  mro  to  ados  the  Osips' s 
Initial  attack,  and  the  entire  US  2d  Armored  Division  me  available  for 
cnaaitnsnt  once  the  infantry  established  a  bridgehead  across  the  river.  - 

The  30th  Division  attadesd  on  2  October.  A  largely  ineffective 
air  strike  preceded  the  ground  attack.  The  defenders  of  the  Garaen 
LXXXI  Gorpe  offered  stubborn  resistance,  and  the  river's  marshy  banks 
hindered  envenant  over  the  narrow  stresn.  But  the  30th  Division  ms 
able  to  establish  a  saall  bridgehead  ,  and  an  the  night  of  2/3  October, 
three  temporary  bridges  were  installed,  enabling  tanks  of  CCB  of  the  2d 
Armored  Division  to  cross.  For  the  next  three  days  the  battle  east  of 
the  WUrm  ms  characterised  by  intense  Gexmn  artillery  fire,  servers! 
determined  counterattacks,  end  the  eventual  comdtuant  of  the  entire 
2d  Armored  Division.  In  the  expanding  bridgehead  the  2d  Armored  Division 
attacked  to  the  north  and  northeast,  while  the  30th  Division,  clearing 
pillboxes  end  other  fortifications,  drove  slowly  southeastward  for  a 
linkup  with  the  VII  Gorps.  On  6  October,  despite  the  defensive  efforts 
of  German  reserves,  the  attack  broke  through  the  first  hand  of  the  West- 
mil,  and  on  the  following  day  made  sweeping  gains. 

Significance:  The  first  band  of  the  West  wall!  was  breached,  and 
the  corps  could  proceed.  On  16  October,  after  more  hard  fighting 
punctuated  by  German  counterattacks,  the  encirclement  of  Aachen  was 
completed  when  the  XIX  Corps  joined  the  VII  Gorps  east  of  the  city. 

Sources:  S.9;  S.13. 
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Schmidt,  2-13  November  1944 

In  early  November  1944,  the  US  28th  Infantry  Division  attacked 
southeast  of  the  city  of  Aachen  in  what  was  planned  to  be  a  diversionary 
operation  designed  to  draw  German  reserves  away  from  a  major  attack  by  the 
US  VII  Corps  to  the  north.  The  town  of  Schmidt,  on  high  ground  northwest 
of  the  strategic  upper  Roer  River  dams,  was  the  28th  Division's  objective. 

Supported  by  V  Corps  artillery  and  reinforced  with  additional  combat 
units,  the  division  attacked  on  2  November.  From  the  start,  the  rugged 
terrain  of  the  Huertgen  Forest  and  inclement  weather  aided  the  defense  of 
the  German  275th  Infantry  Division.  Only  the  112th  Infantry  Regimant, 
the  28th  Division’s  main  effort,  achieved  any  substantial  gains  in  the 
attack.  Oh  3  November,  elements  of  the  regiment  reached  Schmidt,  after 
negotiating  a  narrow  forest  track  called  the  Kail  Trail  and  crossing  the 
Kali  River.  This  trail  would  prove  to  be  the  only  supply  and  evacuation 
route  for  US  units  east  of  the  River  during  the  fighting  on  the  following 
days,  and  it  proved  inadequate  for  supply  and  particularly  the  advance  of 
US  armor  reinforcements .  German  counterattacks  were  mounted  in  increasing 
strength  on  4-7  November,  driving  most  US  units  from  positions  east  of  the 
Kail  River.  The  US  VII  Corp's  attack  was  postponed  and  German  reserves  were 
liberally  committed  to  the  Schmidt  area.  Bad  weather  hampered  US  air 
operations,  and  tactical  air  support  did  not  affect  the  flow  of  German 
reinforcements  to  Schmidt  nor  provide  adequate  support  for  ground  operations. 

By  14  November  other  units  started  relieving  the  28th  Division. 

Significance:  Only  small  gains  had  been  achieved  west  of  the  Kail 
River  and  the  division's  objective,  the  town  of  Schmidt,  remained  in  German 
hands. 

Sources:  P.4;  S.12;  S.13. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  fEURPPBAN  THBAm  1944) 

Salllft-Nied.  8-12  November  1944 

On  8  November  Major  General  Manton  Eddy’  s  US  XII  Corps  resumed  the  offensive , 
attacking  German  forces  in  the  Seille-Nied  Valley.  Its  first  objective  was 
the  German  commmications  center  at  Falqueocmt.  An  artillery  preparation 
neutralised  most  of  the  German  guns  and  destroyed  front  line  positions  and 
coonunications.  Moving  out  in  heavy  rain,  the  XII  Cotps,  having  achieved 
tactical  surprise,  at  first  made  good  progress.  On  the  left  the  80th  Division 
penetrated  the  German  48th  Division's  front  and  trapped  and  destroyed  a  German 
regiment.  In  the  center  and  on  the  right  the  35th  and  26th  divisions  also 
made  good  initial  progress.  Then  the  35th  Division  was  halted  by  stiff 
resistance  in  the  Chateau-  Sal  ins  Forest,  and  on  the  right,  the  drive  of  the 
26th  Division  was  halted  after  taking  abridge  and  the  town  of  Moyenvic.  Snow 
and  rain  slowed  the  advance  of  the  XII  Corps  on  9  November,  but  the  26th 
Division  took  the  village  of  Chateau-.Salins .  In  the  35th  Division's  sector 
US  troops  continued  to  battle  against  determined  German  resistance,  but  tire 
division  was  able  to  take  the  village  of  Delme  with  the  aid  of  an  armored  task 
force.  The  fall  of  Delme  enabled  the  80th  Division  to  reduce  German  positions 
on  Delme  Ridge  on  the  XII  Corps's  left  wing.  On  10  November  fierce  German 
resistance,  bad  weather,  and  mud  continued  to  slow  the  advance  of  the  XII  Corps. 
The  next  day  the  6th  Armored  Division  and  elements  of  the  80th  Division 
established  bridgeheads  on  the  Nied,  one  of  them  13  kilometers  from  Falquemont. 

In  the  center  the  35th  Division,  with  support  from  CCB  of  the  4th  Armored 
Division,  repulsed  a  German  counterattack,  while  the  remainder  of  the  35th 
Division  cleared  the  Forest  of  Chateau-Salins  of  German  resistance.  On  the 
corps's  right  wing  the  26th  Division  won  control  of  Hill  310  after  a  three 
day  struggle  and  gained  a  foothold  on  Koecking  Ridge. 

Significance:  The  XII  Corps  gained  important  footholds  in  the  Seille- 
Nied  Valley.  These  facilitated  future  offensive  operations. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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Ch  the  right  of  the  US  XIX  (tape's  attack  through  the  Lorraine  Gateway 
and  to  the  Rhine  the  35th  and  26th  Infantry  divisions  attached  on  8 
Novapber.  On  the  Homing  of  9  November,  Oonbat  Or— mi  B,  4th  Armored 
Division,  was  committed  through  the  35th  Division  in  two  parallel 
columa.  Major  Thomas  G.  Churchill  on  the  left  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alfred  A.  Maybach  on  the  right.  Ourchill's  force,  passing  close  to 
Delate  Ridge,  reached  Hanawarourt,  while  Maybach's  took  Oriocourt 
and  Laneuveville  but  failed  to  reach  Fanteny.  During  the  night  of 
9/10  November  elements  of  the  Genian  11th  Panzer  Division  retook  the 


village  of  Viviers,  behind  Churchill,  cutting  the  road  between  him 
and  Mayback.  An  atteopt  by  Churchill  to  take  Viviers  on  10  November 
failed,  tat  the  137th  Infantry  Regiment,  35th  Division,  finally  cleared 
the  town  from  the  west  by  nightfall.  Mayback  made  no  progress  on 
10  November. 

CCA,  4th  Armored  Division,  moved  out  through  the  26th  Infantry 
Division  on  10  November,  in  two  parallel  coluans,  with  Major  William 
L.  Hunter  on  the  left,  and  Lieutenant  Oblonel  Bulk  M.  Oden  on  the 
right.  Although  held  back  by  mud  and  traffic.  Hunter  reached  Hampont 
before  dark  on  10  November.  Oden  was  unable  to  move  until  11  November, 
when  his  colunn  advanced  to  Hampont.  Hunter's  column,  leaving  Haapont 
on  the  11th,  was  stopped  by  the  361st  Volks  Grenadier  Division  and 
the  111th  Flak  Battalion  as  it  tried  to  pass  through  a  narrow  defile 
south  of  Haboudange.  Turning  back  to  reach  a  side  road,  Hunter  proceeded 
to  Conthil  and  part  way  to  Rodalbe. 

Meanwhile,  on  11  November,  Churchill's  colum  drove  off  a 
counterattack  with  armored  artillery  fire  and  proceeded  toward  Oron. 
Mayback  reached  and  tried  without  success  to  take  Fonteny.  The  1st 
Battalion,  137th  Infantry,  with  a  tank  company,  eventually  occupied  the 
town. 

Significance:  Stiff  German  resistance  and  mud  had  prevented  the 
anticipated  breakthrough.  Progress  had  been  made,  but  at  the  cost  of 
substantial  casualties  and  equipment  losses. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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Oh  13  November,  Combat  Qoonand  B  of  the  US  4th  Anoored  Division 
attacked  toward  Morhmge  in  conjunction  with  the  134th  and  137th 
Regiments  of  the  35th  Infantry  Division,  opposed  by  elements  of  the 
Goman  nth  Panzer  ami  361st  and  559th  Vblks  Grenadier  divisions. 

CO  proceeded  in  parallel  columns,  Major  Thomas  G.  Churchill's 
on  the  left.  Major  Harry  R.  Van  Asuan’s  (formerly  Lt.  Colonel  Alfred 
A.  Maybach’s)  on  the  right,  with  the  157th  Infantry  close  behind  the 
armor,  and  the  134th  Infantry  to  the  right  along  the  Chateau  Salins- 
Baronville  Road.  Churchill's  colunn,  north  of  the  Nied  Francaise 
River,  advanced  from  Oron  to  Villers  sur  Nied,  where  German  minefields 
forced  the  tanks  off  the  road.  A  successful  outflanking  maneuver  by 
Gonpany  A  of  the  8th  Tank  Battalion  knocked  out  seven  8te  and  eleven 
7 San  guns.  Churchill's  colunn  advanced  and  bivo’ lacked  north  of  Marthille 
for  the  night.  Van  Amam's  colunn,  slowed  by  blown  bridges  and  minefields 
advanced  northeast  to  within  4.8  kilometers  of  Morhange.  The  134th 
Infantry  moved  out  toward  high  ground  in  order  to  clear  the  road  leading 
to  Morhange  via  Baxomrille.  The  3d  Battalion,  fighting  against  a  stiff 
German  defense,  cleared  the  Rougemont  Ridge,  along  which  the  Baranyille 
Road  ran,  while  the  2d  Battalion,  to  the  east,  cleared  the  village  of 
Achain  after  a  tough  fight. 

On  14  November,  CCB,  with  a  battalion  of  the  137th  infantry,  took 
Destry  and  Baronville,  just  west  of  Morhange,  from  the  reinforced  559th 
Volks  Grenadier  Division.  Oh  15  November,  armor  of  CCB  and  the  134th 
Infantry  advanced  through  Morhange,  abandoned  in  the  morning  by  troops 
of  the  German  1127th  Regiment  after  a  night  of  heavy  shelling  from 
US  artillery,  to  a  line  along  the  Metz-Sarrebourg  railway  northeast  of 
the  town.  To  the  left,  the  137th  Infantry  also  consolidated  positions 
near  the  rail  line. 

Significance:  Despite  poor  weather  which  precluded  close  air 
support,  and  muddy  terrain  which  hampered  vehicular  crosscountry  movement 
CCB  and  the  infantry  of  the  35th  Division  took  Morhange,  and  the  advance 
toward  the  Sarre  River  continued. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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Or  13  November  tike  US  XII  Gnpa  continued  its  drive  toward  Faulqueoent 
and  torhsage.  On  the  corps's  left  infantrymen .  from  the  80th  Division  aid 
(XA  of  the  6th  Amazed  Division  repulsed  e  Genoa  counterattack  and  then 
battled  fiercely  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  an  effort  to  destroy  a  Genoa 
force  at  Arrainccwrt,  9.5  kiloanters  south  of  Faulxfuanent.  In  the  XII  Corps's 
canter,  in  the  sector  of  the  35lh  Infantry  Division,  GCB  of  the  4th  Araored 
Division  drove  to  within  five  kilometers  of  Moxheage.  On  the  Corps's  right 
wing  the  26th  Infantry  Division  began  a  determined  and  costly  attack  through 
the  forest  of  Koeddng  Ridge.  The  next  day,  OCR  of  the  6th  Armored  Division 
attacked  strong  German  positions  at  Goto  de  Suisse  and  Laadruff ,  six  kilometers 
south  of  Faulquanont.  Laadruff  fell  by  late  afternoon,  but  it  was  necessary 
to  repulse  four  German  counterattacks  on  the  night  of  14/15  Noveoher  in  order 
to  assure  control  of  the  town.  Success  there  enabled  a  coabiaed  arms  task 
force  of  infantry  from  the  80th  Division  and  armored  infantry  and  tonka  from 
the  6th  Armored  Division  to  reduce  the  German  positions  on  Goto  de  Suisse. 
Infantry  of  the  35th  Division,  with  armored  support  from  the  4th  Armored 
Division  closed  in  on  Norhaage  an  14  November,  forcing  a  German  withdrawal 
from  the  town.  Meaimfcile,  on  the  right,  elements  of  the  26th  Division 
continued  a  slow  advance  against  fierce  resistance  on  Koeddng  Ridge,  suffering 
heavy  casualties  in  the  process.  On  15-16  Noveoher  these  infantrymen' weie 
able  to  win  control  of  the  ridge  easily,  because  on  the  previous  day  Task 
Force  Oden  of  GCA,  4th  Armored  Division,  menaced  the  flank  of  the  German 
positions  an  the  ridge,  forcing  the  bulk  of  the  German  force  to  withdraw 
on  the  night  of  14/15  Noveoher.  Meanwhile,  on  the  left  on  16  November, 
another  combined  arms  assault,  by  80th  Division  infantry  units  and  GCA  of 
the  6th  Armored  Division,  reduced  German  positions  on  the  high  ground  over¬ 
looking  Faulquanont. 

Significance:  The  XII  Corps  won  control  of  the  Seille-Nied  Basin  and 
the  major  arteries  of  the  "Lorraine  Gateway."  In  addition,  the  corps 
could  use  its  gains  to  disrupt  the  German  logistical  network. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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In  early  Itowinr  the  XII  Corps  ms  engaged  with  elements  of  Gorman 
Any  Gratis  G  in  e  struggle  for  central  of  the  Seille-Kied  Valley,  the  26th 
Infantry  Division  bed  eon  central  of  Hill  310  aid  had  gained  a  foothold  on 
the  Koeddm  Ridge.  CQfc  of  the  4th  Armored Division  eas  divided  into  two 
task  forces.  One  task  force  under  Colonel  Delk  Odan  naeed  vetoes  country  to 
capture  Hill  337,  overlook*]*  the  right  flank  of  the  foamfciaHe  Qormsn 
positions  on  Koeckiag  Ridge.  West  of  Oden,  near  the  linmfory  hvfcMafcthe 
35th  and  26th  Division  sectors  Major  Lilian  Hatter's  amoved  tesk  force,  hed 
been  forced  to  withdrew  because  of  heavy  losses  fron  Genoa  shelling*  Cht 
13  November  the  328th  and  101st  infontry  regiments  Of  the  26th  DivisiOtt  md 
the  2d  Cavalry  Group  launched  an  offensive  against  the  Genoa  positions  in 
Xoecking  Woods.  Because  of  accurate  Gexmn  artillery  file  and  snail  arm 
fire  from  pillboxes  they  were  able  to  anke  only  a  slew  advance.  By  night¬ 
fall  they  had  gained  a  highway  that  cuts  thraugt  the  heavily  wooded  Kecking 
Ridge*  Meanwhile,  part  of  Oden's  task  force  had  returned  east  and  recaptured 
Conthil,  which  had  fallen  to  a  German  counterattack.  This  suceeseramrad 
that  the  rain  supply  route  would  remain  open.  On  14  Novraher,  with  Hunter's 
reinforced  task  force  covering  his  flank  and  rear,  Oden  struck  at  the  German 
flank  and  rear  with  two  armored  coluans.  Although  heavy  mud  forced  one  column 


to  turn  back,  his  other  coluan  advanced  to  the  village  of  Guehliag  md, 
after  heavy  fighting,  took  Guebling  that  night.  Realizing  the  precariousness 
of  their  positions,  the  German  forces  defending  Xoecking  Ridge  withdrew. 

The  next  morning  Oden  tried  to  advance  toward  Bourgaltroff  but  was  forced  to 
withdraw  because  intense  German  artillery  fire  inflicted  heavy  casualties. 

Significance:  Although  Oden  was  forced  to  withdraw  cm  15  Noveefcer, 
his  attempt  at  exploitation  threatened  the  German  right  flank  and  rear, 
enabling  the  26th  Division  to  gain  central  of  Xoecking  Ridge  an  the  night 
of  15/16  November. 


Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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On  18  Nmraaber  1944,  the  US  X1Z  Corps  renewed  its  attack  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  twelfth  Any  Group  sector,  the  XII  and  XX  Corps 
had  advanced  ip  to  32  kilometers  since  8  November,  but  inclement 
matter,  noddy  terrain,  and  Gemen  defenses  ted  prevented  the  05  units 
from  asking  a  decisive  breakthrough*  After  a  brief  reorganization,  the 
XII  Corps,  with  the  80th  Division  on  ties  left,  the  SSth  Division  in  the 
center,  and  the  26th  Division  on  the  right,  oontioned  its  attack.  XII 
Corps  nr—nder  Major  General  fenton  S.  Bddy's  plan  ma  to  break 
through  German  defenses,  using  his  infantry,  with  amor  to  be  connitted 
to  exploit  any  penetrations,  and  establish  a  bridgehead  across  the 
Sarre  River  for  a  possible  fixture  advance  to  the  Rhine  River.  Gains 
aade  all  along  the  XII  Corps's  front  on  18  and  19  HwaUr  prompted  him 
to  caanit  elements  of  the  4th  and  6th  Armored  divisions  late  on  19 
November. 

On  20  November,  the  XII  Corps  attacked  through  middy  terrain  and 
against  Genmmresistance  that  varied  froa  delaying  actions  to  determined 
defenses  and  cointerattacks.  These  ground  conditions  and  German  tactics 
were  characteristic  of  the  battle  during  the  following  week.  The  80th 
Division,  on  the  XII  Corps's  left  wing,  made  -steady  gains  and  on 

22  November  was  ordered  to  pinch  out  the  35th  and  26th  Divisions  to 
the  south.  On  23  November,  4th  Armored  Division  elements  crossed  the 
Sarre  River  an  the  XII  Corps's  southemboundary  at  Fenetrage  and  were 
ordered  to  attack  northward  in  tne  zone  of  the  XV  Corps,  where  the 
road  net  favored  armor  operations.  In  the  XII  Corps  center,  the  6th 
Armored  and  35th  Infantry  divisions  met  determined  resistance  through 

23  November.  On  22  November,  6th  Armored  Division  elements  were 
dispatched  to  assist  the  80th  Division.  Gn  24  November  a  counterattack 
by  the  Gernan  Panzer  Lehr  Division  aimed  at  the  left  flank  of  the  US  XV 
Corps  collided  with  the  4th  Armored  Division,  but  by  26  November  the 
German  counterattack  was  called  off,  largely  because  of  the  4th  Armored 
Division.  On  27  November,  the  80th  Division's  advance  to  the  Mzderbach 
Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Sarre,  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  XIII  SS  Corps  across  the  creek.  The  26th  and  35th  infantry 
divisions  and  the  6th  Armored  Division,  after  a  week  of  heavy  fighting. 


mA>d  the  creek  at  various  points  hy  27  Mowtebar*  On  tbs  sms  day 
tba  4th  Areored  Division,  its  entire  strength  east  of  the  Stefa, 
continasd  its  attack  northward  along  the  east  bonk  of  the  river. 

Significance:  Dae  XII  Corps'*  attacks  between  20  sad  27  teeter 
had  leapt  pressure  on  the  Geraaa  defenders  and  proved  jnatroaantal  in 
foiling  a  counterattack  against  the  U5  XV  Corps's  left  wing.  But 
and,  poor  weather, and  successful  Gexaan  delaying  tactics  prevented 
the  desired  breakthrough  to  the  Rdae. 


Oft  24  fevndwr,  two  task  forces  of  OCB,  UB  4th  Armored  Division, 
under  Major  Thomas  6.  Churchill  and  Hnitmwmt  Oolonel  G.L.  Je^use 
crossed  the  Ssrre  River  south  of  rs-tngs  into  the  zone  of  ths  XV 
Oorps  of  tk»  OB  3svmxthA»*t»«ttack  torn*  d  Itatsg.  Task  Rsrce  J«qM« 


caosssd  about  5. S kilometers  south  at  flawtiiln.  The  Omn  361st 
Vblks  Granadlar  Division,  screiiMt  ths  Panzer  Lobar  Division's  right 
flask,  offered  littlo  opposition  to  ths  crossing.  Task  Pores  Churchill 

ttlWi  flDTwNHIC  tO  Ql^l  grOODA  HBSt  Ot  fOItVBui  WLit  IMS  -fl(K!Cp 

Jftquss,  in  a  parallel  idvaact,  fought  its  way  through  Kirrberg  and  on 
to  Baermadorf  and  directly  into  the  right  flank  of  the  ftaaser  Lehr 
Division's  eastern  attack  colimn .  Aftar  a  house-to-house  fight, 
Baarendorf  fail  to  an  attack  by  the  53d  ANBeed  Infantry  Battalion  • 
supported  by  artillary  fire  and  tanka. 

Barly  on  25  Noveabar,  under  cover  of  darkness,  alaeants  of  the 
Panzer  Lehr  Division  counterattacked  at  Baarendorf.  The  53d  Armored 
Infantry  Battalion  and  ****”  of  the  Bth  Bnk  e»*«i  <  m  autsostad  east 
of  the  town  checked  the  attack  with  heavy  losses  'on  both  sides.  CCS 
resuned  its  attack  later  in  the  morning  with  the  53d  Armored  Infantry 
Battalion  attacking  northeast  of  Baarendorf,  and  the  8th  Tank  Battalion 
joining  the  51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion,  just  comaitted  from  the 
4th  Anaored  Division's  Oohbat  0— jmI  Reserve,  in  an  attack  on  Posttoff, 


supported  by  the  division's  artillery. 

Significance:  CCB's  successful  stand  around  Baarendorf  was 
instrunental  in  stopping  the  Panzer  Lehr  Division's  counterattack.  The 
threat  to  the  XV  Corps's  left  wing  lied  been  contained,  and,  weakened 
from  the  losses  incurred  in  the  Panzer  Lehr  Division's  attack,  the  Germans 
were  forced  to  resume  the  defensive. 

Sources:  s.3;  S.4;  S.S;  S.10;  S.ll. 


'tvrsMSVKZL*er*K&t 


’vnra^a-* 


WML  ML  II  CMCF&W  THEATER,  1944) 

Baareniorf  it.  26  Honmbtt  1944 

Dw  H*vk  of  the  4th  Axaoxwd  Division  renewed  the  attack  east  of  the 
Sane  River  on  26  November.  Tha  Panzer  Lehr  Division,  badly  battered  in  its 
attack  during  the  previous  two  days,  had  withdrawn  to  positions  along  the 
road  linking  Nolfskirchen,  Bywiller,  and  Dun  tel.  The  4th  Anaorad  Division's 
haaadlate  Objective  was  to  penetrate  this  line  to  open  the  way  for  farther 
advances  to  the  northeast. 

QCH*  reinforced  by  the  51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion  and  all  of  the  4th 
Armored  Division  artillery,  attacked  in  two  columns.  The  left  colum,  a 
task  force  led  by  Major  Thcnas  G.  Churchill,  advanced  toward  Nolfskirchen 
during  the  aoming  but  was  stopped  in  woods  just  south  of  the  town  by 
German  small  anas,  mortar  and  artillery  fire.  To  the  right,  a  task  force 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.L.  Jaquts  advanced  toward  Eywiller.  A  blown 
bridge  north  of  Baerendorf,  flooded  stream,  and  noddy  ground  considerably 
slowed  the  task  force's  advance.  Artillery  from  the  401st  Volks  Artillery 
Corps  reinforced  the  Panzer  Lehr  Division's  batteries  and  kept  up  a  heavy 
fire  on  OCX's  attacking  units.  Meanwhile  Combat  fr— nl  A  moved  across  the 
Sarre  River  and,  passing  behind  CCB,  moved  north  in  two  colimns  to  the  right 
of  CCB.  On  the  extreme  right,  a  task  force  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Delk 
M.  Olden  passed  through  Schalbach  and  on  to  Otwiller.  The  other  colum,  a 
task  force  led  by  Major  West,  turned  north  at  Schalbach  and  advanced  to 
Drulingen  by  nightfall . 

Significance;  The  first  day  of  the  4th  Anno  red  Division's  renewed 
attack  east  of  the  Sarre  River  had  seen  only  slight  gains  against  the 
German  main  line  of  resistance.  Another  day  of  battle  would  be  required 
to  break  the  German  defenses. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.4;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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WOULD  WAR  II  (BUBOPEW  HBAIER.  1944) 
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Oh  27  Nsveaber,  tilt  US  Slst  Axaored  Infaatxy  Battalion,  pert  of  Task 
Force  Churchill  of  the  4th  Axaored  Division,  cleared  the  western  anchor  of 
the  Fanser  Lehr's  line  at  tfelfskirchan  with  support  fro*  a  ccepany  of  light 
tanks.  To  the  east,  the  Genua  defenders  around  Bywiller,  with  a  detndh— it 
of  PsIjpfW  V (Panther)  tanks  in  the  village,  held  \q>  the  53d  Amoved  Infantry 
Battalion  of  Task  Force  Jaques  vntil  late  in  tin  afternoon.  By  then,  a  task 
force  of  Coabat  Coaend  A,  under  Major  West,  had  taken  Quagwilltr  northeast 
of  Bywiller,  outflanking  the  defenders  in  front  of  the  53d  Amoved  Infantry 
Battalion  and  forcing  then  to  withdraw.  At  the  eastern  eshor  of  the  Goman 
line  around  Durstel,  antitank  guns  and  aimfields  United  the  maneuvering 
room  for  the  tanks  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Delk  M.  Oden's  task  force  froa  CCA. 
German  infantry,  with  amor  support,  repulsed  Oden's  atUapts  to  take  Durstel, 
and  tnder  the  cover  of  darkness  the  attackers  withdrew  to  Asewiller. 

On  28  November,  Task  Force  Jaques  and  the  71st  Reginsntal  Coabat  Teas, 

44th  Infantry  Division  (XV  Corps) ,  captured  Berg,  on  high  ground  overlooking 
the  main  road  between  Durstel  and  Sarre-Union.  Churchill's  task  force  drove 
north  froa  Wolfskirchen  under  heavy  defensive  fire  and  through  roadblocks 
and  took  Buxbach,  about  3.2  kilometers  weet  of  Berg.  Task  Force  West  took 
Betwiller,  but  Task  Force  Oden,  under  Geman  artillery  fire  and  slowed  by 
blown  bridges,  did  not  take  Durstel  until  29  Novenber.  Then  it  continued 
moving  north  and  took  Adaaswiller.  On  the  saae  day,  Task  Force  West  drove 
to  Rezingen,  1.6  kilometers  west  of  Adaaswiller,  and  Churchill  and  Jaques 
pushed  forward  to  high  ground  southeast  of  Sarre-Union  and  east  of  Mackwiller. 

Significance:  During  three  days  of  offensive  action,  the  4th  Armored 
Division  and  supporting  infantry  elements  had  cracked  the  Geman  line  southeast 
of  Sarre-Union,  opening  the  way  for  continued  advances  on  that  town  and 
beyond  to  the  northeast. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.S;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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Dm  US  XII  Corps  offensive  was  still  moving,  with  tha  80th  Infantry, 
6th  Armored,  26th  Intentry  sad  4th  Armored  divisions  In  lint  from 
northwest  to  southeast.  Dm  517th  Infantry,  80th  Division,  fought 
el— ants  of  tha  Gar— n  17th  SS  Pnzar  Gr—adiar  Division  outsida 
Fsrebersviller.  Efforts  to  bypass  tha  town  wara  unsuccessful.  After 
hard  fighting  all  day,  tha  Gomans  still  hald  all  but  tha  western  portion 
of  tha  town.  Dm  328th  Infantry,  26th  Division,  was  angagad  in  napping 
up  operations  west  of  Sarre-Uoion  an  the  Sara  Elver.  To  the  east 
of  tha  Sarre,  task  forces  of  tha  4th  Araored  Division  advanced  north 
toward  Sarre-Uhion,  taking  Burbech,  Barg,  and  Betwiller. 

On  29  November,  the  4th  Anaored  Division  slowly  advanced  on 
Sarm-Uhian,  taking  Durst al  and  Ate— willar  and  hi#  gro—d  southeast 
of  Sarre-Union.  Dm  317th  Infantry,  at  Barabarsvilleor,  renawad  ita 
attests  to  taka  the  to—,  but  Gez—n  detenses,  and  two  counterattacks 
against  the  2d  Battalion  to  tha  north,  lad  avwtuelly  to  tha  withdrawal 
of  317th  Infantry  troops  to  a  line  about  one  kilometer  west  of  tha 
town.  That  night,  the  318th  Infantry  moved  up  to  relieve  tha  317th. 

Significance:  With  high  casualties  on  both  sides,  tha  defenders 
held  in  places  and  gave  up  ground  elsewhere,  but,  aided  by  muddy 
terrain  unfavorable  for  araored  movement,  tha  Germans  prevented  a 
breakthrough  by  the  XII  Corps. 

Sources:  s.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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Coordinating  its  attacks  with  the  26th  Division,  the  4th  Armored  Division 
attacked  from  the  east  towerd  Sarre-Utoicn,  an  important  ro— ml  cations  center 
for  the  Gomans,  and  anchor  for  the  western  wing  of  the  LXXXIX  Corps.  The 
area  was  nainly  defended  by  the  2Sth  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  north  and  east 
of  the  town.  The  11th  Panzer  Division  was  to  the  west.  Using  the  8th  Tank 
Battalion  and  51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion,  GCB  attacked  in  two  columns, 
the  right  toward  Hill  318,  north  of  Mackwiller,  and  the  left  east  of  Riasdorf . 
On  the  left  the  1st  Battalion,  101st  Infantry,  advanced  through  the  Bannholtz 
Woods,  while  the  3d  attacked  Sarre-Union.  Advancing  slowly  on  middy  roads, 
against  stubborn  resistance,  the  8th  Tank  Battalion  finally  wrested  Hill  318 
fron  sone  tanks  of  the  Panzer  Lehr  Division.  Units  of  the  3d  Battalion,  101st 
Infantry,  entered  Sarre-Union,  but  Geman  gunners  on  hills  beyond  the  town 
halted  the  advance  and  the  occupying  wits  withdrew.  During  the  night  1/2 
December  the  Germans  reoccupied  Sarre-Union,  but  the  101st  Infantry,  with  a 
platoon  of  tank  destroyers,  and  assisted  late  in  the  day  by  a  company  of  the 
104th  Infantry,  fought  its  way  back  in.  CC^  4th  Armored  Division,  meanwhile, 
under  heavy  artillery  fire,  cut  two  roads  into  the  town  from  the  east,  leaving 
only  one  open  to  the  Germans.  Counterattacks  by  units  of  the  11th  Panzer 
Division  and  the  Panzer  Lehr  Division,  which  had  been  in  corps  reserve,  were 
driven  off  with  help  from  fighter-bombers ,  which  destroyed  several  tanks  near 
Domfessel. 

Significance:  The  4th  Armored  Division  and  the  101st  Infantry  Regiment 
took  the  important  communications  center  of  Sarre-Union  and  thereby  gained 
an  important  foothold  east  of  the  Sane  River  and  an  the  western  wing  of  the 
German  LXXXIX  Corps. 

Sources:  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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With  Sarre-Utoion  in  Awrlcaa  hands,  the  4th  Amoved  Division  prepared  to 
attack  the  concentrated  defenses  of  the  Nhginot  Line.  The  35th  Tank  Battalion 
and  S3d  Amoved  Infantry  Battalion  of  OCA  crossed  the  Eichel  River,  and  the  37th 
Tank  Battalion  passed  through  along  the  highway  toward  Dahlingen  on  the  way  to 
Bining.  Encountering  the  netted  artillery  of  the  11th  Panzer  and  25th  Panzer 
Grenadier  Divisions,  the  coluen  turned  off  toward  the  town  of  Singling,  west  of 
Bining,  but  withdrew  out  of  range  of  Geimn  artillery.  CCB  had  advanced  to 
Sdadttviller,  where  it  too  was  within  striking  distance  of  Singling. 

Kith  little  opposition,  units  of  OCA,  6th  Armored  Division,  reached  the 
river  north  of  Sarreguemines,  within  artillery  range  of  Grosbliederstroff. 

On  the  north  the  2d  Cavalry  Group  crossed  the  Rosselle  River  near  Rosbruck. 

Units  of  all  battalions  of  the  134th  and  320th  Infantry  Regiments,  35th  Division 
were  approaching  the  west  bank  of  the  Sane  River,  and  the  2d  Battalion,  134th 
Infantry,  was  in  the  southeastern  outskirts  of  Sarreguemines. 

Two  medium  tank  companies  of  the  37th  Tank  Battalion,  4th  Armored  Division, 
reinforced  by  the  51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion,  a  field  artillery  battalion 
and  some  tank  destroyers,  on  6  December  attacked  toward  Singling,  defended  by 
the  1st  Battalion,  111th  Panzer  Grenadier  Regiment,  supported  by  tanks,  assault 
guns,  artillery,  and  the  permanent  eaplaceswnts  of  the  Maginot  Line.  Although 
one  US  tank  and  a  company  of  armored  infantry  managed  to  enter  the  village, 
they  could  not  hold  it  and  withdrew. 

The  6th  Armored  and  35th  Infantry  Divisions  held  the  west  bank  of  the  Sarre 
River  in  strength  from  Grosbliederstroff  to  Wittring.  CCA  and  the  2d  Battalion, 
134th  Infantry,  occupied  the  western  portions  of  Sarreguemines. 

On  7  December  the  only  advance  on  the  corps  front  was  at  Bining,  which 
elements  of  CCA  took,  the  last  operation  before  the  12th  Armored  Division  took 
over  the  sector.  Probes  against  Singling  were  repulsed. 

Significance:  The  US  XII  Corps  advanced  and  secured  the  west  bank  of  the 
Sarre  River  around  the  town  of  Sarreguemines .  On  the  corps's  right  wing,  the 
capture  of  Bining  gave  the  US  forces  access  to  the  southern  approaches  to 
the- key  rail  and  conmunications  center  at  Rohrbach-les-Bitche. 

Sources:  R.ll;  S.3;  S.5;  S'.  10;  S.U. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  (EUROPEAN  THEATER.  1944) 

Singling-Bining,  6-7  December  1944 

On  the  morning  of  6  December,  two  medium  tank  companies  of  the  37th 
Tank  Battalion,  the  understrength  51st  Armored  Infantry  Battalion,  a  field 
artillery  battalion, and  some  tank  destroyers  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Creighton  Abrams' 
TF . Abrams  of  OCA,  US  4th  Armored  Division, attacked  near  Singling,  while 
CCB  moved  toward  the  area.  Defending  in  Singling  was  the  1st  Battalion  of 
the  German  111th  Panzer  Grenadier  Regiment,  11th  Panzer  Division,  with  Panther 
tanks  and  assault  guns  in  the  village  and  on  the  high  ground  to  the  north. 

Seme  of  the  fortifications  of  the  Maginot  Line  also  provided  strongpoints 
for  the  defenders.  Advancing  over  muddy  terrain,  the  tanks  and  armored 
in  -Y  encountered  defensive  fire  from  the  area  around  Singling,  and  the 
armored  infantry,  originally  under  orders  to  take  Bining,  was  ordered  up 
to  attack  Singling.  CCA  elements,  including  one  tank  company  and  one 
company  of  armored  infantry  entered  the  town,  but  were  forced  to  withdraw 
after  dark.  However,  the  fight  at  Singling  had  allowed  other  CCA  units, 
a  company  of  light  tanks,  some  cavalry  and  a  battalion  of  the  328th  Infantry, 

26th  Infantry  Division,  to  slip  past  Singling  and  take  Bining.  On  the 
following  day,  the  4th  Armored  Division  held  in  place  and  awaited  relief  by 
the  12th  Armored  Division. 

Significance:  The  4th  Armored  Division's  action  at  Singling,  although 
not  decisive,  had  opened  the  way  for  later  advances  by  the  12th  Armored 
Division.  Singling  and  Rohrbach  were  taken  by  10  December  in  conjunction 
with  other  advances  along  the  XII  Corps's  front. 

Sources :  R.ll;  S.3;  S.5;  S.10;  S.ll. 
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WORLD  WAR  II  (EUROPEAN  THEATER  ,  1944 ) 

Sauer  River,  16-17  December  1944 

On  16  December  1944  the  German  212th  Volks  Grenadier  Division,  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  German  Ardennes  counteroffensive  sector,  launched 
an  attack  across  the  Sauer  River  against  the  12th  Infantry  Regiment  of 
the  US  4th  Infantry  Division.  With  other  units  of  the  German  Seventh 
Army,  the  division’s  mission  was  to  cover  the  southern  flank  of  the 
main  attacks  of  the  German  Fifth  and  Sixth  Panzer  armies. 

Following  a  heavy  artillery  preparation,  troops  of  the  423d  and 
320th  Infantry  Regiments,  on  the  212th  Division’s  right  and  left 
respectively,  crossed  the  Sauer  River  before  dawn  on  16  December, 
taking  the  defenders  of  the  12th  Infantry  by  surprise.  After  suffering 
heavy  losses  in  combat  during  November,  the  12th  Infantry  was  thinly 
spread  out  along  what  was  believed  to  be  a  quiet  sector  of  the  front. 
Nevertheless,  a  disorganized  but  determined  defense  by  the  regiment 
slowed  the  German  attack.  On  the  12th  Regiment’s  left,  the  423d  Regiment 
made  the  deepest  penetrations,  but  these  did  not  break  the  line.  On 
the  night  of  16/17  December  US  artillery  fire  prevented  German  engineers 
from  completing  a  bridge  across  the  Sauer  River.  German  armor  and 
heavy  weapons  were  therefore  not  available  for  the  continued  attack  on 
the  west  side  of  the  River  on  17  December.  American  reinforcements, 
including  tanks  of  the  9th  Armored  Division,  arrived  to  strengthen  the 
12th  Regiment’s  defense.  A  German  flanking  attack  along  the  Schwarz 
Emzt  gorge  between  the  12th  Infantry  and  the  9th  Armored  Division  on 
its  left  failed  to  break  through  on  17  December,  and  the  212th  Division 
units  along  the  rest  of  the  front  were  stopped  or  slowed  by  increasingly 
heavy  fire  from  US  armor,  artillery,  and  infantry  reinforcements. 

Significance:  Even  with  the  situation  precarious  in  the  12th 
Regiment’s  center,  the  chances  of  a  German  success  in  establishing  a 
line  to  protect  the  southern  flank  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Panzer  Armies 
were  greatly  lessened  by  the  stubborn  defense  of  the  12th  Infantry. 

Sources:  S.2. 


WORLD  WAR  II  (EUROPEAN  THEATER,  1940 
St.  Vith,  17-23  December  1944 

In  December  1944,  the  town  of  St.  Vith,  Belgium,  was  an  important  objective 
for  the  German  LXVI  Corps,  the  northernmost  unit  of  the  Fifth  Panzer  Army, 
which  was  deployed  in  the  center  of  the  Ardennes  counteroffensive's  attack 

zone.  On  16  December,  the  US  7th  Armored  Division  was  sent  to  support  the 
106th  Infantry  Division,  which  had  been  hit  by  the  LXVI  Corps  in  the  opening 
attack.  By  the  time  elements  of  the  7th  Armored  Division  began  to  arrive 
near  the  front  on  17  December,  the  106th  Division  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  mission  of  Combat  Command  B,  7th  Armored  Division,  became  the  defense 
of  the  important  road  center  at  St.  Vith. 

Bad  logistics  and  crowded  roads  prevented  the  LXVI  Corps  from  mounting 
a  major  attack  against  St.  Vith  until  21  December.  Between  17  and  20  December, 
piecemeal  attacks  were  directed  against  CCB's  lines  but  failed  to  break  through. 
Poor  coordination  among  the  German  units,  including  tanks  of  the  1st  SS  Panzer 
Division,  and  an  effective  US  defense  with  artillery  support  contributed  to 
this  successful  defense.  Finally,  an  21  December,  the  LXVI  Corps  units, 
reinforced  by  more  armor,  penetrated  the  St.  Vith  defenses.  '  On  22  December, 
pressure  was  maintained.  The  7th  Armored  Division  suffered  heavy  losses 
and,  with  no  reinforcements,  early  on  23  December  US  units  withdrew  from 
St.  Vith,  having  denied  the  town  to  the  Germans  for  nearly  one  week. 

Significance:  The  7th  Armored  Divison's  defense  of  St.  Vith  was 
unquestionably  one  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  German  Ardennes 
counteroffensive.  Forced  to  use  secondary  attack  routes  unsuitable  for 
carrying  heavy  traffic,  the  Germans  were  never  able  to  acquire  the  initial 
momentum  necessary  for  the  success  of  their  attack. 

Sources:  P.5;  P.6;  S.2;  S.18. 


By  the  second  day  of  the  Genian  counteroffensive  in  the  Ardennes,  it 
nas  evident  to  US  cooamders  tint  the  crossroads  town  of  Bastogne  Mas 
the  i— ediate  objective  of  the  German  XLVII  Panzer  Kbrps  on  the  offensive’s 
left  wing.  Elements  of  Combat  Goanand  R,  9th  Armored  Division,  and 
Combat  Command  B,  10th  Armored  Division,  were  dispatched  to  delay  the 
German  advance  as  long  as  possible  to  allow  American  reinforcements 
to  assemble  to  defend  Bastogne.  On  18  December,  OCR,  9th  Armored  Division, 
made  initial  contact  with  the  German  2d  Panzer  Division  at  Lullange  along 
the  main  northeast  road  leading  into  Bastogne.  The  Germans  pushed  through 
this  roadblock  and  another  hastily  assembled  force  at  Allerbom  by  the 
night  of  19  December,  but  the  delay,  caused  partly  by  the  Germans' 
failure  to  commit  armor  in  force,  allowed  other  US  units  to  move  up  to 
Bastogne.  On  the  evening  of  18  December  GCB,  10th  Armored  Division, 
began  to  deploy  in  three  positions  east  of  Bastogne.  The  northern 
team  (Desorby)  at  Noville  was  practically  destroyed  by  the  night  of 
20  December,  as  was  the  center  team  (Task  Force  Cherry)  at  Longwilly, 
but  not  before  more  time  was  gained  for  preparation  of  defenses  at 
Bastogne.  To  the  southeast  near  Wardin,  the  southern  team  (Team  O'Hara) 
successfully  blocked  the  main  southeastern  road  into  Bastogne  and 
prevented  the  German  130th  Panzer  Lehr  Division  from  gaining  access  to 
the  town  via  the  road. 

Significance:  Although  the  defending  US  armored  units  east  of 
Bastogne  were  practically  destroyed  they  had  carried  out  their  mission 
and  delayed  the  German  attack  long  enough  for  US  units  to  arrive  and 
reinforce  the  defenses  of  the  vital  crossroads  town. 

Sources:  .  S.2;  S.14;  S.15;  S.16. 
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